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CHAPTER XII. 

*^Jlnd Hope enebanted smird, and wnVd her golden bair; 

And loDger had sbe «ong hat witfa a frown, 

Reveps^e impatient rose?' 

Ode to tke Pauiuiu, 

The dawn of morning' now trembled through 
the clouds, when ihe travellers stopped at a 
small town to change horses. Theodore en- 
Ireated Adeline to alight, and take some f^« 
freshment, and to this sbe at iength consented. 
But the people of the.iim were not yet up, 
and it was some time before the knocking and 
roarin^ of the postülion could rouse them. 

Having* taken s^me slight refreshment, 
Theodore and Adehne retumed to the car- 
riage. The only subject, upon which Theo- 
dore could have spoken with mterest, delicacy 
forbade him at this time to notice ; and after 
pointing out some beautiful scenery on the 
road, and makin^ other efforts to support a 
conversation, he relapsed into silenoe. His 
mind, though still anxious, was now relieved 
from the apprehension that had long oppress«- 
ed it. When he first saw Adeline, her loireli- 
ness roade a deep impression* on bis faeärt; 
tiiere was a sentiment in her beauty, which his 
mind immediately aoknowledged,and the effer*^ 
of whieb, her manoN^ and conrenation ' 
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afterwards confirmed. Her charm8 appeäred 
to him like those since so finely described hj 
an English poet : 

** O have you icen, bath'd in the morning dew, 
The budding rose its Infant bloom display ; 

When fint its virgin Unta unfold to view, 
It sbriuka, and scareely triuts the blase of day 9 

80 soft, 80 delicate, go sweet the rarae, 

Youth'a damaslt glow justdawning un her cheek, 

I gas*d, I sijgh'd, I caugbt Ute tender /lame, 
Telt the fond pang, and droop'd with paBsion weak." 

A knowled^e of her destitute coDdition, and 
of the dangers with which she was environed, 
had awakened in bis heart the tenderest touch 
of pitv, and assisted the change of admiration 
into love. The distress he suffered, wheiX 
compelled to leaye her exposed to these dan- 
gers, without being able to warn her of them, 
can only be imagined. During bis residence 
with bis regiment, bis mind was the constant 
prey of terrors, which he saw no means of 
corabating, but by returning to the neighbour- 
hood of the abbey, where be might obtain 
carly intelligence of the Marquis's schemes, 
and be ready to give bis assistance to Ade- 
line. 

LeaFe of absence be could not request, 
without betraying bis design where most he 
dreaded it should be known, and, at length, 
with a generous rashness, which, thongh it de- 
fied law, was impelled by virtue, be secretly 
quitted bis regiment« The progress of the 
Marquis's plan he had observed, with trembling 
anxiety, tili the night that was to decide the 
fate of Adeline and himself roused all bis mind 
to action, and involved him in a tumult of hope 
and fear--^ber]^r and expectation. 

Nevcr tili the present hour bad he ventured 
to believe she was in safety. Now the dis-* 
tance they had gained from the cbateau, with- 
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oat pereeiying any pursuit, increased bis best, 
hopes. It was impossible he coold sit by the 
side of bis beloveü Adeline, and receive as • 
snrances of her gratitnde and esteeoi, wilhout 
venturing to hope for her love. He con^ratu- 
lated bimself as her preseFver, and anticipated 
scenes of bappiness wben she should be nnder 
the protection of bis family. The clouds of 
misery and apprebension disappeared from bis 
mind, and left it to the sunsbine of joy. Wben 
a sbadow of fear woald sometimes return, or 
wben he recoUected, witb compunction, the 
jcircnmstances under wbicb be had left bis re* 
giroent, stationed as it was upon the frontiers, 
and in a time of war, he looked at Adeline, 
and her countenance, witb instantaneous ma^ 
gic, bearaed peace upon bis beart. 

But Adeline had a subject of anxiety from 
wbicb Theodore was exempt ; the prospect of 
her future days was inrolved in darkness and 
uncertainty. Again she was going to claim 
the bounty of sti-angers, again goin^ to en« 
count^r the uncertainty of their mndness; 
exposed to the bardsbips of dependence, or to 
the difficulty of earning a precarious liveli- 
hood. Tltese anticipations obscured the joy 
occasioned b^ber escape, and by the affection 
wbicb the conduct and ayowal of Theodore 
had exhibited. The delicacy of bis behaviour, 
in fbrbearing to take advantage of her present 
Situation toplead bis love, increased her esteem, 
and flattered her pride. 

Adeline was lost in meditation ttpon subjects 
like tbese, wben the postillion stopped the car« 
riage ; and pointing to part of a road, wbicb 
wound down the side of a hill tbey bad passed, 
Said tbere were several bors#nen in pursuit l 
Theodore immediately ordered bim to proceed 
witb all possible speed, and to strike out of the 
great road into the iirst obscure way that o^ 
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ed. The postiUion cracked his whip in tbe air^ 
and set on as if he was üyiug for hfe. In the 
meanwhile Theodore endeayöured to reani- 
mate Adeline, who was sinking withterror, and 
who DOW tliought, if she could only escape from 
the Marquis, she could defy the future. 

Pi*esently they Struck in a by-lane, screcn- 
cd and overshadowed by Ihick trees. Thep- 
dore aguiu looked from the window, but the 
closing bougfas prevented his seeingf fiar enough 
to determine whetlier the pnrsuit continuä. 
For his sake Adeline endeavoured to disguise 
her emotions. " This lane," said Theodore, 
^^ will certainly lead to a town or village, and 
then we have noihing to appreliend ; for, thoug^h 
my Single arm could not defend you against the 
number of our pursuers, I hare no doubt of 
being^ ablc to interest some of the inhabitants 
in our behalf. ^' 

Adeline appeared to be comforted by the 
bope this renection sugg'ested, and Theodore 
agfain looked back, but the wmdingfs of the 
road closed his view, and the rattling 'of ih«» 
wheels orercame every other sound. At length 
he called to the postillion to stop, and having* 
listened attentivcly, withoul perceiving any 
sound of horses, he began to ftope they wcre 
now in safety. *''Do you know where this 
road leads ?'* said be. The postillion answer- 
ed that he did not, bat he saw some houses 
through the tttes at a^istance, and believed 
it lad to them. This was most Welcome intelli- 
gence to Theodore, who looked forward, and 
perceived the houses. The postillion set off. 
<< Fear nothing, my adered Adeline," said he, 
** you are now safe ; 1 will part with you but 
with life.'^ Adteline sighed, not for herseif 
only, but for tbe danger to which Theodore 
might be exposed. « 

They had continued to travel in this manner 
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for near half an hour, when tfaey arrived at a 
small viliage, and soon after stopned at an inn, 
the best the place afforded. As Theodore iift- 
cd Adeline from the chaise, hejigam entreated 
her to dismiss her apprehensions,^and spoke 
with a tenderness, to which she couid reply 
only by a smile that ili concealed her anxiety. 
After ordering refresbrnents, he went out to 
speak with the landlord, but had scarcely left 
%e room, when Adeline observed a party of 
horsemen enter the inn yard, and she had no 
doubt these were the persons from whom they 
fled. The faces- of two of them -only were 
turned towards her, bilt she thought the figure 
c^ one of the others not unlike that of the 
Marquis. 

Her heart was chilled, and for some inoments 
the powers of reason forsook her. Her first 
design was to seek concealment; but while 
she considered^he mean^, one of the horse- 
men looked up to the window near which she 
stood, and speaking to his companions, they 
ent0»^ the inn. To quit the room without 
being observed was impossible ; to remain 
there, alone and unprotected as she was, would 
almost be ^^ualiy danferous, She paced the 
room in an Sgony of terror, often secretly 
ealUng on Theodore, aod often wondering he 
did not return. These were moments of inde- 
scribable sufiering. A loud and tumultuous 
sound of voices now arose from a distant part 
of the house, and she soon distinguished the 
words of the disputants. *' I arrest you in the 
kin^'s name,^ said one, *^ and bid you, at ybur 
peril, attempt to go from hence except under 
a g^ard." 

The next roinute Adeline heard the voice of 
Theodore in reply. ^^ I do not mean to dispute 
the king*s Orders," said he, " and give you m^ 
word of honour not to go without you 
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fint'uiihaüd me, that I may retum to tbat 
room ; I have a friend there whom I wish to 
soeak with^ To this proposal they at first 
oDJected, con%}ering it merely as an excuse 
to obtain an opportunity o( escapingf ; but af* 
ter inuch altercation and entreaty, bis request 
was granted. He sprang forwards towards the 
room wbere Adeline remained, and while a 
serjeant and corpöral followed bim to tbe door, 
the two soldiers went out into tbe yard of tbe 
ihn, to watch tbe Windows of the apartment. 

With an eager band he unclosed the door, 
but Adeline hastened not to meet bim, for sbe 
had fainted almost at tbe beginning of tbe dis- 
pute. Theodore called loudly for assistance, 
and tbe mistress of the inn soon appeared with 
her stock of remedies, which were administer- 
ed in vain to Adelioe, who remained insensi- 
ble, and by breathing alone gave sigpas of her 
extstence. The distress of Theodore was in 
the meantime heigbtened by tbe appearancc 
of the of&cers, who laughing at the discovery 
of bis pretended friend, declared they «ould 
wait no longer. Saying this, they would ba?e 
forced bim from the inanimate form of Adeline, 
orer whom he hung in nnutterable anguisb, 
when iiercely tuming upon them, he drew bis 
sword, and swore no power on earth sbould 
force bim away before tbe lady recovered. 

Tbe men, enraged by tbe action and the de- 
termined air of Theodore, exclaimed, ^Do 
you oppose tbe king's orders ?** and adFanced 
to seize hira, but lie presented tbe point of bis 
sword, and bid them at their peril approdkcb. 
One x)f them immediately drew ; Theodore 
kept bis guard, but did not advance. *' I de- 
mand only to wait bere, tili the lady recovers,'* 
Said be: "you understand the suternative.*' 
The man, already' exasperated by tbe opposi^ 
tion of Theodore, regaraed the latter part of 
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bis Speech as a tbreat, and became determlaed 
not to give up the point ; he pressed forwafd, 
and w£ale hiscomrade called the n#Ki from the 
yard, Theodore wounded him digbtly in the 
Shoulder, and received himself rae stroke of a 
fiabre on bis head. 

The blood gushed furioasiy from the wound ; 
Theodore, staggering to ä chair, sunk into it, 
just as the remaindep of the papiy entered the 
room, and Adehne unclosed her eyes to see 
him ghastly pale, and coirered with blood. She 
uttered an involuntary screaro, and exciaim« 
ingf, "thev have muraered him," ncarly re- 
lapsed. At the sound of her voice he raised 
bis head, and smiling', held out bis band to her. 
'<I am not mucb hurt," said he, faintly, <'and 
shall soon be better, if indeed you are recover» 
ed." She hastened towards him, and gave her 
band. ^' Is nobody gone for a surgeon ?" said 
she, with a look of agony. *^ Do not be alarm- 
cd," said Theodore, ''I am not so ill as you 
imagiae." The room was now crowded with 
people, whom thQ report of the affray had 
orought together; among these was a man, 
who acted as physician, apothecary, and sur- 
geon to«tbe village, and who now stepped for- 
ward to the assistance of Theodore. 

Ilaying examined the wound, he declined 

firing bis opinion, but ordered the patieut to 
e immediately put to bed, to whtch the offi- 
cersobjeoted, alleging that it was their duty 
to carry him to the regiment. " That cannot 
be done without great danger to bis life," re- 
plied the doctor; "and"— **Oh! bis life," 
said the serjeant; "we have* nothing to do 
with that, we must do our duty. Adeline, who 
had hitherto stood in trembling anxiety, could 
now no'longer be siient. " Since the surgeon," 
said she, " bas declared it bis opinion, that this 
gentleman cannot be remoyed in bis presen^ 
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coflldition) withoat endangerinip bis life, you 
ndll remember, tbat if be dies; yours will pro- 
bably ansf^er it.^^ 

" Yes," rejoined the surg^n, who was un- 
williag' to retinquisb bis patient, ^^ I dedlare 
bcforQ these witnesses, tbat be cannot be re*- 
moved witb safety : you will do we\h tberefore, 
to consider tbe ccmsequences. He bas receiv- 
ed a very dan^erous wound, wbicb requires 
tbe most careful treatment, and tbe event is 
even tben doubtful ; but if be travcls, a ferer 
may ensue, and tbe wouad will tben be mor- 
tal/' Tbeodore beard tbis sentence witb com- 
posure, but Adeline could witb difficulty con- 
ceal tbe anguish of her beart ; sbe roused all 
ber fortitude to suppress tbe tears tbat strug*- 
gled in ber eyes ; and tbough sbe wisbed to in- 
terest tbe bumanity, orto awaken tbe fears of 
tbe men, in bebalf of their unfortunate prison- 
er, sbe dared not to trust ber voice witb utter- 
ance. 

From tbis internal strnggle sbe was relieved 
by tbe compassion of tbe pw>ple "^^bo filled tbe 
room, and becoming clamorous in tbe cause of 
Theodore, declared the officers would be guilty 
of murder if they removed bim. "^''hy he 
must die at any rate,** said tbe serjeant, " for 
quitting bis post, and drawing upon me in the 
execution of tbe king's Orders." Afaint sick- 
ness seized the beart of Adeline, and sbe lean- 
ed for Support against Theodore^s chair, wböse 
concern for bimself was for awhile suspended 
in bis anxiety for her. He supported her witb 
bis arms, and forciag a smile, said, in a low 
yoice, whicb sbe oiily could hear, ^^ Tbis is a 
misrepresentation ; I doubt not, wbeo the af- 
fair is inquired into, it will be settled without 
any serious consequences." - ' 

Adeline knew these words were uttered only 
to console ber, and tberefore did not gire much 
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credit to them, thöugh Theodore continned 
to give her similar assurances of his safetr» 
Meanwhile the mob, whose com[)assioD for 
him had been gfradually exotted by the obdu- 
racy of the ofiicer, were now roused to pity 
and Indignation, by the sceming certainty of 
his puoishment, and the unfeeling' manner in 
which it had been denounced. Ina short time 
they became so much enraged, that, partly 
from a dread of farther conseqnences, and 
partlv from the shame which their charg-es of 
crueity occasiooed, the serjeant consented that 
he should be put to bed, tili his comroanding 
officer might direct what was to be done. Ade- . 
liae*8 joy at this circumstance overcame for a 
moment the sense of her roisfortunes, aod of 
her Situation. 

She waited in an adjoining room the sentence 
of the surgeon, who was now engaged in ex- 
amining the wouod ; and though tlie accident 
would in any other circumstanceb have severe- 
ly afflicted her, she now lameated it the more, 
because she considered herseif as the cause of 
it, and because the misfortune, by iilustrating 
more fally the affection of her lover, drew him 
cioser to her heart, and seemed therefore to 
sharpen the poiguancy of her affliction. The 
dreadful assertion that Theodore, should he 
recover, would be punished with deatb, she 
scarcely dared to consider, but endeavoured 
to beheve that it was no more than a cruel 
exaggeration of his antagonist. 

Upon the whole, Theodore's p^sent danger, 
together with the attendant circumstances, 
awakened all her tendemess, and discovered 
to her the true State of her affections. The 
gracoful form, the noble, intelligent counte- 
nance, and the engaging manners which she 
had at first admired in Theodore, became af- 
terwjirds more interesting by that strength of 
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thoiight, and elegance of sentiment, exhibitecl 
in bis Gonversation. His conduct, since her 
escape, had excited her wannest gratitude^ 
and the dang«r whicb he had now enoounter«- 
ed in her behalf» called fortb her tendernc»»» 
and heightened it into love. Tbe veil was re* 
moved from her heart, and she saw, for the 
£rst time, its genuine emotions. 

The surgeon at length came out of Theo- 
dore's Chamber into the room where Adeliae 
was waiting to speak witb bim. She inquired 
concerning the State of bis wound. *' You are 
a relation of the gentleman^s, I presume, ma- 
dam ; his sister, perbaps.^* Tbe que&tion vex.- 
ed and embarrassed her, and witbout answer- 
ing it, she repeated her inquiry. " Perhaps, 
niadam, you are more nearly related,^ pursu- 
ed tbe surgeon, seeming aiso to disregard her 
question, " perbapa you are bis wife." Ade<- 
line blushed, and was about to reply, but he 
continued bis speech. ' '' The interest you take 
in bis welfare is, at least, very flaltering, and 
I would almost consent to exchange conditions 
witb bim, were I sureof receiving such tender 
compassion from so charming a lady.^* Say- 
ing tbis, he bowed to tbe gronnd. Adehne, 
assuming a very reserved air, said, "Now, 
Sir, tbat you have concluded your compliment, 
you will, perhaps attend to my question; I 
have inquired bow you left your patient." 

" Tbat, madam, is perhaps a quedtion very 
difficult to be resolred : and it is likewise a 
rery disagreeable office to pronounce ili news 
— pI fear be will die.^' The surgeon opened his 
«Dufi)>box, and presented it to Adeline. " Die !^' 
she exclaimed, in a faint voice, <' Die ?^ " Do 
not be aiarmed, madam,'' resumed the surgeon, 
obserring her grow pale, " do not be aiarmed. 
It is possible tbat the wound ma^ not bare 
reached ibe,"*— he stajnroered; "intb^case 
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the'' stammeringf ftgain, ** is not affected ; 

and if so, the interior membranes of the brain 
are not touched : in this case the wound may, 
perhaps, escape inflanunation, and the patient 
may possibly recover. But if od the other 
hand**—- ' 

*< I beseech yoa, Sir, to speak uitelli^ibl;|r)^ 
interrupted Adeline, ^' and not to trine with 
ray anxiety. Do you really believe him in 
daoffer ?** 

'^ In danger» madam,^' exclaimed the sur- 
fen, *' in dang'er, yes, certainly, in ?ery great 
dan^er." Saying this, he waiked away with an 
air of chagrin and displeasure« Ad'eline re^ 
mained for some moments in the room, in an 
excesa of sorrow, which she found it impossi- 
ble to restrain, and then drying her tears, and 
endeavouringto compose hercuuutenance, she 
went to inquire for the mistress of the inn, to 
whom she sent a waiter. After expectiug her 
in Yain for some time, she rang tlie bell, and 
sent another message somevrhat roore pressing« 
Btill the hostess did not appear, and Adeline 
at length went herseif down stairs, where she 
found her, surrounded by*a number of people 
relating, with a loud voice and various gestio u«* 
lationsj the particulars of the late accident* 
Perceiving Adeline, she called out, ** Oh ! here 
is mademoiselle hei>elf,*' and th^ eyes of the 
assembly were immediately turued upon her. 
Adeline whom the crowd prerented from ap« 
proaching the hostess, now beckoned her, and 
was going to withdraw, but the landlady, eager 
in the pursuit of her story, disregarded the Sig- 
nal. In vain did Adeline endeavour to catch 
her eye, it glanced eVery where but upon her, 
who was unwiiling to attract the fisirther notice 
of the crowd by calling out< 

^^ It is a gpreat pity, to be sure, that he should 
fae shot," Said the landlord, ^Hie's such a band- 
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some man ; but they say he certainly will if 
he recovcrs. Foor g-entleman ! he will very 
likely not sufferi, thou^h, for the doctor says, 
he will nerer ^o out of this housc alive. '' Aae- 
line now spoke to a man who stood near, and 
desirin^ ho would teil the hostess she wishcd 
to speak with her, left the place. 

Inabout ten minutcs the landladyappcar<^. 
" Alas ! mademoiselle,^' said she, .*' your bix»- 
ther is in a sad condition ; they fear he woD^t 
g^et OFer it." Adeline inffuired whether there 
was any other medical person in the town than 
the sur^eon whoin'she had seen. '^ Lord, ma- 
dam, this is atare healthy place; we have lit- 
tle need of medicine people here ; such an ac- 
cident never happened in it before. The doc- 
tor has been here ten years, but there's very 
bad engoura^ement for Ins trade, and I beliove 
he's pobr enough bimself. One of the sortis 
quite enoug^h for us." Adcline intcrrupted her 
to ask some questions conceming^ Theodore, 
whom the hostess had attended to his Chamber. 
She inquired how he had borne the dressin^ 
of the wound, and whether he appearcd to be 
easier after the Operation ; questions to whicli 
the hostess g'ave no rerr satisfactory answers. 
She now inquired whether there was any sur- 
geon in the neighbourhood of the town; and 
was told there was not. 

The distress vi^ible in Adeline's countenance 
seemed to excite the compassion of the land- 
lady, who now endeavoured to console her in 
the best manner she was able. She advised 
her to send for her friends, and offered to pro- 
eure a messenger. Adeline sighed, and said 
it was unnecessary. " T don't know, ma'am- 
selle, what you may think necessary," conti- 
nued the hostess, ^* but I know I should think 
it very hard to die in a stränge place with no 
relations near me, aad I dare say the poor gen- 
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tieman thinhs so Jiimself : and, besides, who is 

to pay for his funeral if he dies !" Adeline be^* 

: zed she woaldbe silent, and, desiringtbai every 

pn^per attention m^^ht be ^?en, she promised 

I her a reward for her trouble, add requested pen 

afid iok immedtately. *^ Aye, to be sure, ^ 

ma'amselle, that is the proper way ! why your ' 

fiiends would never forgi?» you if you aid not 

acqutaint tbem ; 1 know it by myseu. And as 

^ for taking care of bim, be shall baye eyer^ 

' tbitig' the house afibrds, and I Warrant tbere is 

neyer a better inn in the proyince, though the 

toffn is none of ti^e* biggest.'* Adeline was 

oblig'ed to repeat her request for pen and ink, 

befor« the loquacious hostess would quit the 

ro0tii. 

Th© thonghtof sending for Theodore 's friends 
had, in the tumult of the late scenes, neyer oc- 
curred to her, and she was now somewhat con- 
soled by the prospect of comfort which it open« 
ed for bim. When the pen and ink were 
brougbt, she wrote the following note to The- 
' odore. 

''*' In your present condition, you baye need 
of eyery comfort that can be procured you, and 
I ftUYely tbere is no cordial more yaluabie in ill- 
I nes8, Üian the presence of a friend : suffer me 
therefore to acquaint your family with your 
Situation ; it will be a satisfaction to me, and I 
doubt not a oonsoiation to you." 

In a Short time after she had sent the note', 
she roceiyed a message from Theodore, en* 
1 treating moBt respectfulJy, but earneatly, to see 
; hef .for a few minntes. 

Sbe immediately weat to bis Chamber, and 

found her werst apprehensions confirmed, by 

tbeJwl^iiQr.'e-xpressed in bis countenance, 

► whil^rthe sbcek she receiyed, togetber with 

^, her Btrugglß to digtuise her iemotion, ajmost 

j Qyeretme- her. *' I tbaak you for this good- 
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11688," saki he, extendingr hiahandi which »h^ 
received, and siltiDg' down by the btd hurst in4 
to a flood of tears. When her agitalion ha<| 
somewhat subsided, and, removing Her hand- 
kerchief from her eyes, she a^n löoked qq 
Theodore, a smile of the tenderest lo«e ex- 
pressed his sense of the interest she took^in his 
welfare, and administered a temporary Miet 
to her heart. 

« Forg^ive this weakness,'* saidshe; " tey 
spirits have of iate been so vario): Vagitated^^ 
—Theodore interrupted her. — " ' ..rve teats 
are most flattering to my heart. J^ut, for r^r 
sake, endeavour to Support yourseif: i duu' * 
not I shall soon be better ; the surgeoii^*-^ 

^^ I do not like hirn," said Adeliae. *" ^»• 
teil me how you find yourseif?" He asafn f 
her that he was now mach easier than he I;.-, 
et been, and mentioning' her kind note, n- 
ed to the subject, on account of which he had 
solicited to see her. " My family," said he, 
'^ reside at a great distance from henoe, and I 
well know their affection is such, that, w^re 
they informedof mv siti^ation« noconsideratiou, 
however reasonable, conld prevent their Com- 
ing to my assistance ; i*ut before they can ar- 
rive, their presence will probably be unneces- 
sary." (Adeline looked eai^nestly at him) " I 
should probably be well," pürsueid he, smiling, 
^' before a letter could reach Ihem; it would 
therefore, occasionthem unnecessary pain, ano 
moreover a fruitless journey. For your sake, 
Adeline, I could wish they were here, but ^ 
few days will more fully show the consequen 
cea of my wound; let us wait, at least tili 
then, and be directed by circumstances." 

Adeline forbore to pTQss the subject forther, 
and tumed to one more immediately inte#est- 
ing. " I much-wish," said she» '^ that you had, 
a more ablc surgeon; you know the geography 
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of the province better than I do ; are we in the 
neighbourtiood of any town likely to afford 
yoa other adWce?" 

'< 1 believe not,^ said he, << and this is an 
affair of little consequence, for my wonnd is so 
incoosiderable, that a Tery' moderate share of 
skill' mar suffice to eure it« But wfajr, my be- 
loyed Aaeline, do you give way to this anxie- 
tr ?' wby suffer yourself to be distnrbed bv 
this tendency to rorebode the worst ? I am wül- 
ing", perhaps presumptuonsly so, to attribute 
it to your bindness, and suffer me to asaure 
you tnat, while it excites my gratitude, it in- 
creases my tenderest esteem. O Adeline! 
since you wish my speedy recovery, letme see 
you composed ; whüe I belieye you to be un- 
happy I cannot be well.**— She assured him 
she would endeavöur to be at least tranquU, 
and fearing the conyersation, if prolonged, 
would be prejudicial to him, she left him to 
repose. 

Jia she tumed out of the gallery, she met the 
hostefis, upon whom certain words of Adeline 
had operated as a talisman, transforming ne- 
glect and impertinence into officious civility. 
Shecame to inquire whether the gentleman 
aboye stairs had eyery thing that he liked, for 
she was sureitwasberendeayourthatheshould. 
« I baye got him a nurse, ma^amselle, to attend 
him, and I dafe say she will do yerj well, but 
I wUl look to that, for I shall not mmd helping 
him royseif soraetimes. Poor gentleman ! now 
patienUy he bears it ! One wonld not think now 
that he Delieyes he is going to die ; yet the doc- 
tor txM him so himself, or at least as good.** 
Adeline was extremely shocked at this impru- 
dent conduet of the surgeon, and dismissed the 
landlady, alter ordering a slight dinner. 

Towards evening again Üie sui^eon made 
bis appaarance, and having passed some time 

Vol. n. B 
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with his patient, retumed to the parlour, ac- 
cording to the desire of Adeline, to tnform her 
of his conditioD. He answered Adeline's in- 
quiries with ^reat soleronity. **Iti8 impossi- 
ble to determine posiüreljr at present, madaro, 
but I bare reason to adnere to the opiuion I 
gare you this morning. I am not ^t, indeed, 
to fonn <^inions vpoo nocertain munds. I 
will ffive you a singalar instance of this : 

*' It iB not aboTe a fortnight since I was sent 
forte apatient at sonie leagues distance. I 
was from bome wben the messenger arriredf 
ai^ the case being umnt, before I could reach 
the patient, another physician was consnlted, 
wbo had ordered such medicines ashethougbt 
proper, and the patient had been apparently 
relievä by them. Hisfriends were oongra- 
tulating themselTes npon his im|>ro7ement 
wben f arrived^ and baa agreed in opinion with 
the physician, that there was no danger in his 
case. Dopend upon it, said I, you are mistak- 
en ; these medicines cannot ha?e reliered bim ; 
the patient is in the utmost daoger. The pa» 
tient gproaned, but my brother physician persist- 
ed in affirminff that the remedies he had 'pre- 
scribed would-not only becertain, butq>eedy, 
some good effect haring been already produced 
by them. Upon this I lost all patience, and 
adhering to my opinion, that these efiects were 
faUacious, and the case desperate, I assured 
the patient himself that his life was in the ut- 
most dan^er. 1 am not one of those, madam, 
who deceiFe their patients to the last momenl : 
but you shail hear the conclusion. 

<< My brother physician was, I suppose, en- 
raged by tbe firmness of my Opposition, for be 
assumc»! a most angry look, whu^ did not in the 
least affect me, and tuming tothe patient, d«- 
sired be would decide upon whicb of cur opi- 
nions to rely» for he raust decline actiog with 
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me. The patient did me the honour,^ pursued 
the surgeon, irith a smile of complacency, and 
smoothing' bis ruffles, « totbink more bighly of 
me than perhaps I deserved, for he immediate- 
ly dismissed my Opponent. I could not have 
believed, said he, as the physioian left the room, 
I could not haye believed thait a man, ^o has 
been so many years in the profession, could be 
80 wholly Ignorant of it. 

'< I could not haye believed it either, said I. 
•—I am astonished that he was not aware of my 
danger, resumed the patient. I am astonished 
likewise, replied I. — t was res<^ved to do wluit 
I oould for the patient, fbr he was a man of un- 
derstanding, as you perceive, and I had a re- 
gard for him. I, therefore, altered the pre- 
Scriptions, and myself administered the medi- 
cines ; but all would not dOy my opinion was 
verified, and he died even before the next 
mornii^^." — ^Adeline,Who had been compeUed 
to listen to tbis long stOTy, sighed at the conclu- 
sion of it. '* I don't wonder that you are af- 
fected, madam," said the surgeon, '' the in- 
stance I have related is certainly a yery affect- 
ing one. It distressed me so much, that it was 
some time before I could think, or even speak 
concerning it. But you must allow, madam,^ 
continued ne, lowering bis voice, and bowing 
with a look of self-congratulation, ** that tiiis 
was a striking instance of the infaUibility of my 
judgment.^' 

Adeline shuddered at the infaUibility of bis 
judgment, and made no reply. <'It was a 
shocking thing for the poor man,^' resumed 
the sur^eon.— •" It was indeed rery shock- 
ing," said Adeline. — ^* It affected me a good 
deal wben it happened,*^ continued he.*-'* Un-> 
doubtedly, Sir," said Adeline. 

*< But time wears away the most paloful im- 
pressions." 
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«' I think you mentioned it was about a fort- 
night since this happened.'* , 

'' Somewhere thereabouts," replied tbe sur« 
g'eon, without seeming to understand the Obser- 
vation.—^* And will you permit me, Sir, to ask 
the name of the physician, who so ignorantly 
opposed you ?" 

««Certainly^ madam, it is Lafance.^ 

<' He lives in^he obscurity he deserves, no 
doubt,^' Said Adeline. 

" Why no, madam« he lives in a town of 
some note, at about the distance of four 
leagues from hence, and affords one tnstance,^ 
among many others, that the public opinion is 
generally erroneous. ' You will hardly believe 
it, bat I assure you it is a fact, that this man 
comes in a great deal of practice, while I am 
sufTered to remain here neglected, and indeed 
vcry little known." 

During his narrative, Adeline had been con- 
stdering by whatmeans she coulddiscorer the 
name of the physician, for the instance that 
had been produced to prore his ignorance, and 
thejnfalltbüity of his Opponent, had complete- 
ly settied her opinion concerning them botb. 
She now, more than ever, wished todeliver 
Theodore from the hands of the surgeon, and 
was musing on the possibility, when he, with 
so mach sdf-security, developed themeans. 

She asked him a few more questions concern- 
ing the State of Theodore^s wound, and was 
told it was mach as it had been, bat that some 
degree of fever had come on. *' But I have 
ordered a £ire to be made in the room,'' con- 
tinued the surgeon, " and some additional 
blankets to be laid on the bed : these, I doubt 
not, will have a proper effect. In the meantime 
they must be careful to keep from him every 
kind of liquid, except some cordial draugbts, 
which I shall send. He will naturally ask for 
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drink, but it must on no account be giren to 
him." 

" You do not approve then of ttic method, 
which I have somewhei'e heard of," said Ade- 
line, '* of attending to näture in these cases.*^ 

" Nature, madam !" pursued he, " Nature 
is the most improper guide in the world. I al- 
ways adopt a method directly contrarv to what 
she wonld suggest ; for what can be the nse of 
Art, if she is only to foUow Natnre ! This was 
my first opinion on setting out in life, and I 
have ever since strictly a4hered to it/ From 
what 1 have said, indeed, madam, you may, 
perhaps, perceive that iKty opinions may be de- 
pended on ; what Üiey once are thev always 
are, for my mind is not of that frivolous kind 
to be affected by circumstances.'' 

Adeline was fatigued by this discourse, and 
impatient to impart to Theodore her discovery 
of a physician, but the surgeon seemed by no 
means aisposed to leave her, and was expatiat- 
ing upon various topics, witii new instances of 
bis surprising sagacity, when the waiter 
brou^ht a message that some person desired to 
see him. He was, however, engaged upon too 
agreeable a topic to be easily prevailed upon to 
quit it, and it was not tili after a second mes- 
sage was brought that he made bis bow to Ade- 
line, and left l£e room. The moment he was 
gone, she sent a note to Theodore, entreating 
bis permission to call in the assistence of the 
physician. 

The conceited maoners of the sui^eon bad, 
by this time, given Theodore a very unfavoura- 
ble opinion of bis talents, and the fast prescrip- 
tion had so fuUy confirmed it, that he now 
readily consented to have other advice. 

Adeline immediately inquired for a messen- 
ger, but recoUecting that the residence of the 
physician was still a secret, she applied to the 
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hostesi, wbo being^ really ignorant of it, or pre- 
tendiDff to be so, g^ve ber do information. 
Wbat ntrther inquiries she inade were e^ually 
ineffectual, ^nd the passed some botira m ex- 
treme distress, while tbe disorder of Theodore 
ratber increased than abated. 

Wben supper appeared, sbe asked tiie boy 
wbo waited, if be knew a pbjsician of the name 
of Lafance in tbe neighoourbood. ^* Not in 
tbe neigbbourhood, madam, but I know Doctor 
Lafance of Chancj, for I come from the town.*^ 
Adeline inquired fartber, and receired yery 
satisfactory answers. But the town was at 
some leagues distanc%, and tbe delay tbis cir- 
cumstance must occasion, again alarmed ber ; 
she, boweTer, ordered a messenger to be im- 
mediately dispatched, and, having sent again 
to inouire conceming Theodore, retired to her 
Chamber for the night. 

The continued mtigue sbe bad suffered for 
the last fourteen bours, overcame anxiety, and 
ber barassed spirits sunk to repose. Sheslept 
tili late in the moming, and was then awaken- 
ed by the landlady, wbo came to inform ber 
that Theodore was much worse, and to inquire 
wbat should be done. Adeline, finding that 
the physician was not arrived, immediately 
arose, and hastened to inquire fartber concem- 
ing Theodore. The hostess informed her, that 
he bad passed a very disturbed night ; that he 
bad complained of being very hot, and desired 
that the fire in bis room might be extinguish- 
ed ; bat that the nurse knew her duty too well 
to obey him, and had strictly followed the doc- 
tor*s Orders. 

She added, that he had taken the cordtal 
draughts regularly, but had, notwithstanding, 
continued tp grow worse, and at last became 
ligbtheaded. In the meantime, the boy, wbo 
had been sent for the physician, was still ab« 
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seut : " And no W4>nder»" contiDued the host* 
ess; ^' why only consider, irs eig^t leagfute off, 
and the lad had to find th^^i^, had as* it is, 
in the dark. But indeed, ma^amselle, yon 
might as well have trusted cur doctor, for we 
never want any hody eise, not we, in the town 
bere ; and if I might speak my mind, Jacques 
had better have been sent off for the young 
gentleman's friends, than for this stränge doc- 
tor, that nobody knows.*' 

After asking some farlher questions concem* 
ing Theodore, the answera to which ratherin- 
creased than diminished her alarra, Adeline 
endeaToured to compose her spirits, and await 
in patience the arrival of the physician. She 
was now more sensible than ever of the for- 
lomness of her own condition, and of the dan- 
ger of Theodore's, and eamestly wished that 
bis friends could be infbrmed of bis Situation ; 
a wish which could not be gratified, for Theo- 
dore, who alone could acquaint her with their 
place of residence, was deprived of recollec- 
tion. 

When the surgeon arrived, and perceived 
the situaticm of bis patient, he expressed no 
surprise ; but havinff asked some questions, and 
given a few general directicms, be weiit down 
to Adeline. After paying her bis usnäl com- 
pliments, he suddenly assumed an air of im- 
portance. *'' I am sorry^ madam,'" said he, 
*' thatit is my office to communicate disagree- 
able intelligfenoe, but I wish you to be prepar- 
ed for the event which, I fear, is approaching.** 
Adeline comprebended hism^aning,and thongh 
she had hitherto g^ven little falth to bis judg- 
ment, she could not hear bim hint at the imme- 
diate danger of Theodore without yielding to 
the influence of fear. 

She entreated bim to acquaint her with all 
be apprehended ; and be tnen proceeded to 
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say, ihat Theodore was, as he had foreseen» 
much worse this morning than he had been the 
precedinff nifi^ht ; and the disorder having now 
affected nis head, there was every reason to 
fear it would prove fatal in a few hours. ** The 
worst consequences may ensue,^ continued 
he; ^^if the wound becomes inflamed, there 
will be very little chance of his recovery." 

Adeline listened to this sentence with a 
dreadful calmness, and gare no utterance to 
grief, either by words or tears. ** The gentle- 
man I suppose, madam, has friends, and the 
sooner you inform them of bis condition the 
better. If they reside at any distance, it is 
indeed too late ; but there are other necessary 
— ^you are ill, madam/' 

Adeline made an effort to speak, but in vain, 
and the surgeon now called loudly for a glass 
of water; she drank it, and a deep sigh that 
she uttered, seemed somewhat to relieve hev 
oppressed heart: tears succeeded. In the 
meantime, the surgeon perceiyiD|f she was 
better, though not well enough to listen to bis 
conversation, took bis leave, and promised to 
return in an hour. The physician was not yet 
arrived, and Adeline awaited bis appearance 
with a mixture of fear and anxious nope. 

About noon he came, and having been in- 
formed of the accident by which the fever was 
produced, and of the treatment which the sur- 
geon had glven it, he ascended te Theodore's 
Chamber ; in a quarter of an hour he retumed 
to the room, where Adeline expected bim. 
*'The gentleman is still delirious,** said he, 
'< but I have ordered himacomposing draught." 
<<Is there any hope, Sir?" inquired Adeline. 
*' Tes, madam, certainly therei is hope : the 
case at present is somewhat doubtful, but a 
few hours may enable me to judge with more 
certainty. In the meantime, l have directed 
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that he shall be kept (juiet, and be allowed to 
drink freely of some diluÜDg liquids." 
^Hehad scarcely, at Adeliae^s request, re-- 
commended a surgeon, instead of tbe ooe at 
present employed, when the latter gentleman 
entered the room, and perceiving the physiclan, 
threw a glance ol mingled surprise aod anger 
at Adeline, who retired with nim to aaother 
apartment, where slie dismissed him with a po- 
liteness» which he did not deign to retum, and 
whicb he certainl^ did not deaeire. 

i^arl V the following morning the suigeon ar- 
rived, put either the medicines» or the prisis of 
the disorder, had thrown Theodore into adeep 
sleep, in which he remained for several hours. 
The phjsician npw gave Adeline reason to 
hope for a farourable issue, and everr precau- 
tion was take'n to prevent bis being disturbed. 
He awoke perfectl^ sensible and free from fe- 
ver, and his first words inquired for Adeline, 
who soon leamed he ^<db out of danger. 

In a few days he was sufficiently recov^red 
to be removed from his Chamber to a room ad- 
joining, where Adeline met bim with a }oji 
which she found it impossible to repress ; ana 
the obserrance of this lighted up bis connt^-^ 
nance with pleasure : indeed, Adeline, sen^ 
ble to the attachment he had so nobly teatifi#, 
and softened by the danger he had eneoun 
ed, no longer attempted to disguise the ten< 
ness of her esteem, and was at lengüi brouf 
to confess the interest bis first appearance * 
impressed upon her heart. 

After an hour of affecting conversatton, 
which the happiness of a younj^ and mutuil 
attachment occupied all their minds, and ex- 
cluded every idea not in unison with delig^t» 
tbey returned to a sense of their present em- 
barrassments : Adeline recoÜected that Theo- 
dore was arrested for disobedience of Orders. 

B 2 
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and deserting^ bis post ; and Theodore, that he 
must Bhortly be tom away from Adeline, who 
would be left exposed to all the eTils from 
which be bad so latel^ rescued her. This 
tbougbt ovenrhebned bis beart again witb an- 
^ish ; and, after a longp pause, be ventured to 
propose, what bis wisbes bad ofteo suggested, 
a marriage witb Adeline before be departed 
from the ?iUagb : this was the only means of 
preventin^, perba^s« an etemal Separation ; 
and thougfb be saw the many dangerous incon« 
veniencies to which she wduld be exposed, by 
a marriage witb a man circumstanced likc 
himself, yet these aj^peared so unequal to those 
she would otherwise be left to encounter alone, 
that bis reason could no longer scruple to adopt 
what bis affection bad suggested. 

Adeline was, for some time, too much agi- 
tated to reply ; and though she bad little to op- 
pose to the arguments and pleading^ of Theo- 
dore; though she bad no friends to'control, 
and no contrariety of interests to perplex her, 
«he could not bring herseif to consent thus bas- 
tily to a roarriage with ä man, of whom she bad 
little knowledge, and to whose family and con- 
iiexions she bad no sort of introduction. At 
length she entreated he would drop the sub- 
. ject, and the conver^ation for the remainder 
' of Che day was more general, yet still interest- 
I^ing. 

^ ^That simüarity of taste and opinion which 
^ bad at first attracted them, every moment now 
more fully disclosed. Their discourse was en- 
friched by elegant literature, and endeared bj 
iQutual regard : Adeline bad enjqyed few op- 
portunities of reading, but the books to which 
she bad access operating upon a mind ea^er 
for knowledge, and upon a taste peculiarly 
sensible of the beautiful and elegant, had im- 
pressed all their excellencies upon her under- 
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Standing. Theodore had received from nature 
many of tbe qaalities of gfenius, and from edu- 
cation all that it cQuld i^stow ; to these were 
added a noble independency of spirit, and a 
feeling haart, and DiaDoers which partook of 
a happy mixture of dig^ity and sweetness. 

In the evening^, one of the officers, who up- 
on the representation of the seijeant, was sent 
by the persons employed to prosecute military 
criminals, arrived at the villa^e, and entering 
the apartment of Theodore, from which Ade- 
line immediately withdrew, informed him, with 
an air of infinite importance, that he should 
set out on the foUowing day for head-quarters. 
Theodore answered, that he was not able to 
bear the journey, and referred him to hie phy- 
sician : but the officer replied, that he should 
take no such trouble, it being* certain that the 
physician might be instnicted what t^say, and 
that he should bogin bis journey on jthe mor- 
row. " Here has been delay enough," said 
be, *< already, and you will have sufficient bu- 
siness on your hands when you reach head- 
quarters ; for the serjeant, whom you have se- 
verely wounded, intends to appear against ^ou; 
and this, with the o6rence you have committed 
by deserting your post"— 

Theodore's eyea flashed fire, " Deserting !" 
said he, rising from* bis seat, and dartiog* a look 
of menace at his accuser, '< who dares to brand 
me with the name of deserter ?** .But instant- 
ly recollectin^ how much his conduct had ap* 
peared to justify the accusation, he endeavour- 

* ed to stifie his emotions, and with a firm voice 
and composed manner, said that when he reac^- 
ed head-quarters he should be ready to answer 
whatever might be brought ag^inst him, but 

.thlt tili then he should be silent. The bold- 
ness of Üie officer was repressed by the spirit 
and dignity with which Theodore spoke tpese 
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words, and mutteijngf a reply, that was scarce- 
ly audible, he left the room. 

Theodore sat musing on the dang^r of his 
Situation : he knew that he had much to appre- 
hend from the pecaUar ctrcumstknces attend- 
ing^ his abrupt departure from his reginient, it 
haring^ been stationed in a garrison town upon 
the Spanish frontiers, where the discipline was 
very severe ; and from the power of his colo- 
nel, the Marquis de Montalt, whom pride and 
disappointment would now rouse to vengeance, 
and, probably, render indefatigable in the ac- 
complishment of his destruction. But his 
thoughts soon fled from his own danger to that 
of Adeline, and, in the consideration of this, 
all his fortitude forsook him : he could not sop- 
port the idea, of leavingher exposedto the eviis 
ne foreboded, nor indeed, of a Separation so 
sudden af that which now thfeatened him; and 
when she*a^n entered the it)om, he renewed 
his solicitatioas for a speedy marriage, with all 
the arguments that tenderness and ingfenuity 
could suggest 

Adeline, when she leamed (hat he was to de-> 
part on the morrow, feit as if bereaved of her 
last comfort. All the horrors of her Situation 
arose to her mind, and she turned from him in 
unutterable angtiish. Considering her silence 
as a favourable presa^e, he repeated his en- 
treaties that she woula consent to be his, and 
thus give htm a surety that their Separation 
should not he eternal. Adeline sighed deeply 
to these words : ** And who can know that our 
Separation will not be eternal," said she, "eren 
if I could consent to the marriap'e y ou propose ? 
But while you hear voj determmation, forb^ar 
to accuse me of indiflerence, for indifierence 
towards you would, indeed, be a crime, after 
the Services you have rendered me." 

^ And is a cold seatiment of gratitude all 
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(hat I miist expect from you ?'' said Theodore, 
** I know tbat you are ^ing to distress me 
wiüi a proof of your indifference, wfaich you 
mistake for the sugf^stions of prudence ; and 
that I shall be compelled to look without reluc- 
tance upon the erils that may shortly await me» 
Ah, Adeline ! if you mean to reject this, per- 
haps the last proposaT which I can ever make 
to 3rou, cease, at least, to deceive yourself with 
an idea that you love me ; that delirium is fad- 
ing eren from my mind." *' Can you then so 
soon forg^tourconversation of thismomine?^^ 
replied Adeline ; ^* and can you think so light- 
ly of me as to believe I would profess a regard, 
which i do not feel ? If, indeed^you can be- 
lieve this, I shall do well to forget that I ever 
made such an aoknowledgiQent, and you, that 
yuu heard it«" 

(« Forgive me, Adeline, forgive th« doubts 
and inconsistencies 1 have betrayedi let the 
anxieties of love, and the emergencies of my 
circumstances, plead for me." Adeline, smif- 
ing faintly through her tears, held out her 
band, which he seized and pressed to bis Ups. 
'' Yet do not driye me todespair by a rejection 
of my suit," continued Tbeodore ; " think 
what I must sufier to leare you here destitute 
of friends and protection." 

" I am thinking how I may avoid a Situation 
so deplorable," said Adeline. "They say 
there is a convent, which receives boarders, 
within a few miles, and thither I wish to go." 

" A convent!" rejoined Theodore, <^ woula 
you g^ tö a convent ? Do you know the perse- 
cutions you would be Uabfe to ; and that if the 
Marquis should discover you, there is little 
probability the superior would resist bis autho- 
rity, or, at least, his bribes ?" 

^« Ali this I have considered,^* said Adeline, 
'* and am prepared to encounter it, rather than 
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enter into an eagagment, which, at this time, 
can be productire only of miaery to as both.^ 

*< Ah, Adeline ! comd you think thus, if yoü 
truly loved ? I see myself about to be separat- 
ed, and Üiat, perhaps, for ever, from the object 
of my tendereat'affections— and I cannot bat 
expreiBft aU (he anguish I feel — I cannot for- 
bear to repekt every ar^ment that may afford 
even tbe suchtest possibilitv of altering your 
determination. But you, Adeline, you lock 
with tomplacency upon a circumstance which 
tortures me with despair." 

Adeline, who had long stroire to support her 
spirits in bis presence, while she adhered to a 
resolution which reason sagg^sted, but which 
the pleadingjTof her heari powerfully oppos^, 
was unable longer to command her distress, 
and burst into tears. 

Theodore was in the same moment convin- 
ced of his error, and shocked at the grief he 
had occasioned. He drew his chair toward 
her, and taking her band, 'again entreated her 
pardon, and endeavoured in the tenderest ac- 
Cents to 80othe and comfort her.— -^^ What a 
wretch was I to cause you this distress, by 
questioning that regard with which I can no 
longer doubt you honour me! Porgiye mc. 
Adeline ; say but you forgive me. and what- 
ever may be the pain of this Separation, I will 
no long^r oppose it." 

^' You have given me some päin,^' said Ade- 
" but you have not ofTended rae.''^-She then 
mentioned some farther particulars concem«. 
iug the convent. Theodore endeavoured to 
Conceal the distress which the approaching 
Separation occasioned him, and to consult witn 
her on these plans with composure. His judg- 
ment by degrees prevailed oyer his passions, 
and he now perceiyed that the plan she sug- 
gested would afford her the best chance of se- 
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curity., He considered, what in the fint a£^- 
tation of bis mind had escaped bim, tbat be 
migbt be coademned upon the cbarepes brougbt 
against him^ and tbat bis deatb, SDould they 
have been married, would not only deprire ber 
of her protector, but leave her more immedi« 
ately exposed to the designs of the Marquis, 
wbo would, doubtless, attend bis trial. Asto- 
nished tbat he had not noticed tbis before, and 
shocked at the unw^riness bv whicb be migbt 
have betrayed her into so dangerous a Situa- 
tion, be became at once . recoDciied to the idea 
of leaving her in a convent. He could bare 
wished to place her in the asylum of bis own 
family, but the circumstances, under whicb she 
must be introduced, were so awkward and 
painful, and, above all, the distance at whicb 
they resided, would render a joumey so highly 
dangerous for ber, tbat he forbore to propose 
lt. He entreated only tbat she would allow 
him to write to her ; but recoUecting that bis 
letters might be a means of betraying the plape 
of her residence to the Marquis, he cbecked 
himself : *^ I must deny myself eren tbis me« 
lancholy pleasure,^* said he^ ^* lest my letters 
sbould discover your abode; yet how shall I be 
able to endure tbe impatience and uncertainty 
tp which prudeuce condemns me ! if you are 
in danger, I shall be ignorant of it ; thougb, 
indeed, did I know it,*' said be, with a look of 
despair, *** I could not fly to save you. O ex- 
quisite misery ! His now only I perceive all the 
horrors of confinement — 'tis now only that I 
understand all the yalue of liberty !*' 

His utterance was intermpted by the yiolent 
agitation of his mind ; be arose from his chair, 
and walked with quick paces about tbe room. 
AdeUne sat, overcome by tbe description which 
Theodore faad given of nis approaching Situa- 
tion, and by tbe consideration that she might 
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reinain in tbe most terrible suspense concern- 
iog his fate. . She saw him in prison — ^pale, 
emaciated, aod in ehaios : she saw all the ven- 
g^eance of the Marauis descending^ upon him ; 
and this fbr his ooble exertioDs in her cause. 
Theodore, alanned by the placid despair ex- 
pressed in her coontenance, threw himself into 
a chair by hers, and taking^ her band, attempt- 
ed to speak comfort to her, but tbe words tal- 
tered on his lips, and he could only bathe her 
hands with tears. ^ 

This moumful silence was interrunted by 
the arrivad of a carriage at the inn, ana Theo- 
dore ftPising^, went to the window that opened 
into the ^ra. The darkness of the night pre- 
▼ented his distinguishing tbe objects without, 
but a light now brougbt from the house show- 
ed him a carriage and four, attended by seve- 
ral serrants. Presentlv he saw a gentleman, 
wräpped up in a roqueiaure, alight and enter 
the mn, ana in the next moment he heard the 
voice of the Marquis. 

He had flown to support Adeline, who was 
sinking with terror, when the door opened, and 
the Marquis, föllewed by the officers and seve* 
ral servants, entered. Fury flashed from bis 
eyes as they glanced upon Tneodore, who hung 
orer Adeline with a look of fearful solicitude. 
-«"Seize that traitor," said he, tuming to the 
officers ; ** why have you suffered bim to re- 
main here so long?" y I am no traitor,*' said 
Theodore, with a firm voice, and the di|^ity 
of conseious worth, \*but a defender of mno- 
ence, of one whom tbe treacherous Marquis 
de Montalt would destroy." 

"Obey your Orders,'^ said the Marquis to 
the officers. Adeline shrieked, held faster by 
Theodore's arm, and entreated the men not to 
part them. " Force only can effect it," said 
Theodore, as he looked round for 9ome instru-' 
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ment of defence, but he could Bee none, and in 
the same moment they surroutided and seized 
him. " Dread every thing from my vcn- 
g'eance," said the Marquis to Theodore, ashe 
caught the hand of Adeline, who had lost all 
power of resistance, and was scarcely sensible . 
of what passed ; " dread every thingr from roy ' 
vengeance; you know you bave deserved it." 

'* I defy your vengeance," cried Theodore,v / 
'< and dread only the pangs of conscience, V 
which your power cannot inflict upon me, /> 
though your vices condemn you to its torture»' 

<« Take him instantly from the room, and see 
that he is strongly fettered," said the Mar- 
quis; **he shall soon know what a criminal, 
who adds insolence fo guilt, may sulSer." — 
Theodore exclaimiog, ^* Oh Adeline ! fare- 
well !" was now forced out of the room ; while 
Adeline, whose torpid senses were roused by 
his voice and bis last looks, feil at the feet of 
the Marquis, and with tears of agony, implor- 
ed compassion for Theodore : but her plead- 
ings for his rival, served only to irritate the 
pride, and exasperate the hatred of the Mar- 
quis.- He denounced yengeance on his head, 
and imprecations too dreadful for the spirits of 
Adeline, whom he compelled to rise ; and then, 
endeavouring to stifle the emotions of rage 
which the pres^nce of Theodore had excitä, 
he began to address her with his usual expres- 
sions of admiratiOn. 

« T|ie wretched Adeline, who, regardless of 
what he said, still continued io plead for her 
ünfaappy lover, was at length alarmed by the 
returning rage which the countenance of the 
Marquis expressed, and, exerting all her re- 
maining streng^h, she sprung from his grasp 
towards the door of the room ; but he seized 
her hand before she could reach it, and, re- 
gardless of her shrieks, bringing her back to 
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her chair, was ffoing to speak, when vokes 
were heard in tne passagpe, and immediately 
the landlord and his wife, whom Adeline's 
cries had alarmed, entered the apartroent. The 
Marqnis,JturmnsrftirioQsly to them, demanded 
^ what they wanted ; but not waiting^ for thetr 
^ answer, he bade them attend him, and quittia^ 
the room, she heard the door locked upon her. 
Adeline now ran to the Windows, which were 
nnfastened, and opened into the inn-yard. All 
was dark and silent. She called aloud for 
belp, bnt no peraon appeared ; and the win* 
dows were so his^h, that it was impossihle to 
esoape unassisted. She walked abeut the 
room in an aeony of terror and distress, no^ 
stoppinff to listen, and &ncyingf she heard 
roices disputing^ below, and now quickening 
her Steps, as suspenso increased the agitation 
of her mind. 

She had continued in this State for near half 
an hour, Vhen she suddenly heard a violent 
noise in the lower part of the honse, which in- 
creased tili all was uproar and confusion. Peo- 
Sie passed quickly through the passages, and 
oors were frequently opened and shut. She 
called, but receired no answer. 1 1 iromediate* 
ly occurred to her, that Theodore, haying 
heard her screams, had attempted to come to 

/per assistance, and that the bustle had beeo 
oocasioned by Üie Opposition of the officers. 
Knowin^ their fierceness and cruelty, she was 
seized with dreadful apprehensions K>r the lif§ 
of Theodore. 
A confused uproar of yoices now sounded 
from below, and the screams of women con- 
▼inced her there was fighting; she even thought 
she heärd the clashing of swords ; the image 
of Theodore, dying by the hands of the Mar- 
quis, now rose toher Imagination, and the ter- 
rors of suspense became almost insupportahle» 
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She made a desperate eflfort to force the door, 
and agam cailed for help, but her trembling^ 
hands were powerless, and erery person in the 
houae seemä to be too much eng^ed even to 
hear her. A loud shrieknow pierced her ears, 
and amidst the tiimult that followed, she dear- 
ly distingtiished deep groans. This confirma- 
tion of her fears depriyed her of all her re- 
mainine spirits, and, ffrowing faint, she snnk 
almost lifeless into a cbair near the door. The 
nproar g^radually subsided tili all was still, but 
nobody retumed to.her. Soon after she heard 
voices in the yard, but she had no power to 
walk acToss the room, even to ask the question 
she wished, yet feared to hav« answered. * 

About a quarter of an hour elapsed, when 
the door was unlocked, and the hostess ap- 
peared wlth a countenance as pale as deatn. 
'<For God's sake," said Adehne, *^te^ me 
what has happened? Is he wounded? is he 
killed ?" 

" He is not dead, ma^amselle, but" — " He is 
dyioff then ?•— teil me where he is — letme go." 

'* Stop, ma'amselle," cried the hostess, " you 
are to stay here, I only want the hartshom out 
of that cupboard there." Adeline tried to es- 
cape by the door, but the hostess, pushing her 
aside, focked it, and went down stairs. 

Adeline's distress now entirely oyercame 
her, and she sat motionless, and scarcely coa 
scious Üiat she existed, tili roused by a sound 
of footsteps near the door, which was again 
opened, and three men, whom she knew to be 
the Marquis's seryants, entered. She had soffi» 
cient recollection to repeat the questions she 
had asked the landlady, but they answered 
only, tfaat she must come with them, and that 
a Chaise was waiting for her at the door. Still 
she urged her questions. «« Teil meif he liyes," 
cried she— " Ye«, m&^amseUe, he is aliye, but 
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he is terribly wounded, and tbe surgecH is just 
come to him.'* As they spoke they harried 
her alon^ the passa^e, and without noticing^ 
her entreaties aod supplications, to koow whi- 
ther she was going^, they had reached the foot 
of the stairs, when her cries broug^ht several 
people to the door. To these the hostess re- 
lated, that the lady was the wife of a gentle- 
man just arrived, who had overtaken her in 
her flight with a gallant ; an account which the 
Marquis's servants corroborated. '^'Tis tbe 
g^entleman who has inst fought the duel," add- 
ed the hostess, *' and it was on her account.'* 

Adeline, partly disdaining to take any notice 
of this artiul story, and partly from her desire 
to know the particula^s of what had happened, 
contented herseif with repeatingf her inqui- 
ries ; to which one of the spectators at last 
replied, that the g-entleman was desperately 
wounded. The Marquis's people would now 
have hurrie^l her into the chaise, but she sunk 
lifeless in their arms, and her condition so in- 
terested the humanity of Üie spectators, Ubat, 
notwithstanding their belief of what had been 
^said, they opposed the effort made to carry her, 
senselcss as she was, into the carriage« 

She was at leng^b taken into a rooni, and, by 
proper. applications, restored to her senses. 
There she so earnestly sought an explanation 
of what had happened, that the hostess ac- 
quainted her with some particulars of the late 
encounter. « When the gentleman that was 
ill, heard your screams, madam,'* said she, 
" he became quite outrageous, as they teil me, 
and nothing could pacify him. The Marquis, 
for they say he is a Marquis, but you know 
best, was then in the room wUh my husband 
and I, and when he heard the uproar, he went 
down tosee-what was the matter; and when he 
came into tbe nxnn where the captain was, fae 
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. found bim struggliDg with the serjeant. Theii 
; the captain was more outrageous Üian ever, 
', and, notwithstanding^ he had one leg chained, 
I and no sword, he contriTed to g^et the serjeant's 
cutlass out of the scahbard, and immediately 
üew at the Man][uis, aad wounded him despe- 
rately; upon which he was secured.** — ** It is 
the Marauis then who is wounded,^ said Ade- 
line; ^* the other gentleman is not hurt." 
\ '*No, not he,'' replied the hostess ; '*buthe 
will smart for it, by the by, for the Marquis 
swears he will do for him. " Acleline, for a mo- 
ment, foi^ot all her misfortunes and all her 
danger in thanhfulness for the immediate es- 
capeof Theodore; and she was proceeding to 
make some farther inqairles conceming him, 
wben the Marquis's servants entered the room, 
and declared they could wait no longer. Ade- 
line, now awakened to a sense of the evtls with 
whioh she was threatened, endeavoured to win 
the pity of the hostess, who, bowerer, was, or 
aifected to be, convinced of the truth of the 
Marquis's stoiy, and therefore insensible to all 
she could urge. Again she addressed bis ser* 
vants, but in rain ; they would neither suffer 
her to remain longer at the inn, or inform her 
whither she was going ; but in the presence of 
several persons, alreäy prejudiced by the in- 
jurious assertibns of the hostess, AdeliUe was 
hurried into the chaise, and her conductors 
mounting their horses,*the whole party was 

very soon beyond the village. 

Thus ended Adeline's share of an adventure, 
begun with a prospect not only of security, 
butof happiness ; an adventure, which had at- 
tacbed her more closely to Theodore,and shown 
him to be more worthy of her love ; but which, 
at the same time, had distressed her by new 
disappointment, produced the knpriaonment of 
her generous ana now adored lover, and deli- 
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N^ vered botii himself and her ioto Ibe power of a 
riral, irritated by delay, conterapt and Oppo- 
sition. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

" Nor sea, nor shade, nor shield, norrocki nor cAve, 

Kor &Uent dewrta. nor tbe suUen gravc, 

Wfaere fl«ine-«yed Fury means to frown— etn Mtve.** 

The sur^eon of the place, having' examined 
tbe Marquis's wound, gave him an immediate 
opinion upon it, and ordered tbat be sbould be 
put to bed : but the Marquis, ill as he was, had 
acarcely any other apprebension than tbat of 
losicig Adebne, and declared he sbould be 
able to beg-in bis joumeT io a few hours. 
With this intentioQ, he had beg^n to e-ive Or- 
ders for keepin^ horses in readioess, when the 
surgeon persistiog most seriously, and eren 
passionately to exclaiin, tbat bis bfe would be | 
the sacrifice of, bis rasbness, be was carried to { 
a bed-cbamber, where bis valet alone was per- 
mitted to attend him. 

This man, the conrenient confidaht of all 
bis intrigues, had been the chief instrument in 
asBisting bis designs conceming Adeline, and 
was indeed the reiT person who had broogbt 
her to the Mftrquis's yiUa on the borders of the 
forest. To him the Marquis eaye bis farther 
directions concerniog her; and, foreseeing the 
inconvenience, as well as the danger of detaio- 1 
iag her at the inn, he had ordered him, with 
sereral other serFants, to carry her away im* I 
mediately in a hired carriage. The valet bar- 
iog gone to execute bis Orders, the Marquis 
wasleft to bis own reflections, and to tbe vio- 
lence of * contending passions. 

The rtproaches and cootinued Opposition of i 
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Theodore, tfae favoured lorer of Adelioe, ex- 
asperated his pride, and roused all his maJice. 
Ile could not for a moment consider this Oppo- 
sition, whioh was in some respects successful, 
withont feeling an excess of Indignation and 
inveteracy, such as the nrospect of a speedy 
reyenge could alone enahle hun io support. 

When he had discoyer^d Adeline's escape 
from the villa, his surprise at first equalled his 
disappointment: and, after exhausting the pa- 
roxysms of his rage upon his domestics, he dis- 
patched them all different ways in pursuit of 
her, going himself to the abhey, in thefaint 
hope, that, destitute as she was of other suc- 
cour, she mi^ht have fled thither. La Motte, 
bovreyer, bemg as much surprised as himself, 
and as Ignorant of Üierout which Adeline fafad 
taken, he retumed to the villa impatient of in- 
teltigence, and found soiheof his seryants ar- 
riyä, without any news of Adeline, and those 
who came afterwards were as successless as the 
first. 

A few dajFs after, a letter from the Lieute- 
nant-colonel of the regiment informed bim 
that Theodore had quitted his Company, and 
had been for some time absent, nobody knew 
where. This Information, confirmjng a suspi- 
cion which had frequenüy occurred to h'im, 
that Theodore had been, by some means or 
other, instramentad in the escape of Adeline, 
all his other passions became, for a time, sub- 
servient to his rey enge, and he gave orders for 
the immediate jpursuit and apprehension of 
Theodore : but Theodore, in the^meantime,had 
been oyertaken and secured. 

It was in consequence of haying formerly ob- 
served the growing partiality between him and 
AdeUne, and of tntelligence receiyed from La 
Motte, who had noticed their interview in the 
forest, that the Marquis had resoly^d to re- 
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moTe a riiral 8o dangperous to bis love, and so 
likely to be infoitnra of his desig^s. He had 
therefore told Theodore, in a manner as plau- 
sible as he could, that it would be neceasarv 
for bim to join the regiment ; a notice which 
affected him oaly as it related to Adeline, and 
which seemed the less extraordinary, as he had 
ahready been at the yilia a much fonger time 
than was usual with the officers invitcä by the 
Marauis : Theodore, indeed, very well snew 
the character of the Marquis, and hadaccept« 
ed his invitation rather from an unwilUngness 
to show any disrespect to his colonel by a re- 
fusal, than from a sanguine expectation of 
pleasure. 

From the men who had apprehended Theo- 
dore, the Marquis received the infonnation, 
which had enabled him to pursue and recorer 
Adeline ; but, though he haid now effected this, 
he was intemaUyfaprey to tbe corrosive effects 
of disappointed passion and exasperated pride. 
The anguish of bis wound was almost forg^tten 
in that of his mind, and every pang he feit 
seemed to increase hiB thirst of re^enge, and 
to recoU with new torture upon his heart. 
While he was in this State, he faeard the voice 
of the innocent Adeline iraploring protection : 
but her cries excited in him neither pity nor 
remorse, and wben, soon after, the carri^c 
drore away, and he was certain botli that sne 
was secured and Theodore was wretched, he 
seemed to feel some cessation of mental pain. 

Theodore, indeed, did suffer all thA a virtti- 
ous mind, labouring under oppression so severe, 
could feel; but* he was at least free from those 
inreterate and malignant passions which tore 
the bosom of the Marquis, and which inflict 
upon the possessor a punishment more severe 
than any Uiey can prompt him to imagine for 
another. What indignation he might feel to- 
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wards the Marqais was at Ibis time secondary 
to his aaxiety for Adeline. His captivity was 
painfu], as it prevented his seeking^ a just and 
hoDOurabie rerenge ; but it was dreadful, a^ it 
withbeld him from attempting* the rescue of 
her whom he loved roore than life. 

Whea he heard Ibe wbeels of the carria^ 
that contained her drire off, he feit an agony 
of despair which almost overcame his reason. 
Even the stern hearts of the soldiers who at- 
tended him were not wholly insensible to his 
wretchedness, and by venturing* to blame the 
conduct of the Marquis, they endeavoured to 
console their prisoner. TBe physician, who 
was just arrired^ entered the room during this 
paroxysm of his distress, and both feeling and 
expressing' much concem at his condition, in- 
quired with strong surprise why he had been 
thus4>recipitately removed to a room so very 
unfit for his reception ? 

Theodore explained to him the reason of this, 
of the distress he suffered, and of the chains by 
which he was disgraced ; and perceiving* the 
physician listened to him with attention and 
compassion, he became desirious of acquaint- 
ing' him with some farther particulars, for 
which purpose he desired the soldiers to leave 
the room. The men, complying with this re- 
quest, stationed themselyes on the outside of 
the door. 

He then related all the particulars of the 

lata transaction, and of his connexion with the 

Marquis. The physician attended to his nar- 

rative with deep concem, and his countenance 

frequently expressed etrong agitation. When 

Theodore concluded, he remained for somq 

time silent and lost in thought ; at len^tb, 

awaking* from bis reverie, he said, **I fear 

your Situation is desperate. The character of 

the Marquis is too well known to suffer hii^ 

VoL, II. C 
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either to be loved or respected ; from such a 
man you have notbiDff to hope, for be has 
scarceljr any thing to fear, i wiah it was in 
my power to senre you, but I see no possibility 
ofit." 

*^Alas !*' Said TEeodore, " my siluatioo is ia- 
deed desperate, and— for that suffering an- 
geP— -deep sobs intemipted bis voice, and the 
violence of bis agitation would not aUow bim 
to proceed. The pbysician could only exprees 
the sympatby be feit for bis distress, and ^^ 
treat bim to be more calm,when a senrant en- 
tered the room from the Marquis, wbo desired 
to see the pbysician immediately. After some 
time, be said be would attend the Marquis, and 
haviog endearoured to attain a degree of com- 
posure, whicb be fbund it difficult to assume, 
he wrung the band of Theodore, and quitted 
the room, promising to return before he left 
the bouse. 

He found tbe Marquis mucb agitated botb 
m body and mind, and ratber more appreben- 
sive for tbe consequences of the wound tban 
he bad expected. His anxiety for Theodore . 
DOW suggested a plan, by the execution of 
whicb be boped be might be able to serve him. 
HaWng feit bis patient's pulse, and asked some 
questions, be assumed a rery serious look, 
wben the Marquis, wbo watched every turn of 
lüs countenance, desired he would, without 
hesitation, speak bis opinion. 
. ^« I am sorry to alarm you, my Lord, but 
tbere is some reason for apprebension : bow 
long is it since you receired tbe wound ?^ 

^'Good God ! tbere is dan|^er tben !" cried 

.the Marquis, adding some bitter execrations 

against Theodore.-^" Tbere certainly u dan« 

ger ;^ replied tbe pbysician, *' a few boura may 

enable me to determine its degree.*' 

i'Afewhoars, Sir i** interruptted the Mar^ 
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quis : <* afew hoars!^ The phjsiciaa entreated 
him to be more calm. '^dopfusion!** cried 
the Marquis, " A man in health may, witb 
great composure, entreat a dvinr man to be 
calm. Theodore will be broke upon the 
wheel for it, however." 

''You mistake me, Sir,^* said the physiciao, 
''If I believed you a dying man, or, indeed, loery , 
near death, I should not have spcAcenas I d'ia. 
But it is of consequence I should know how 
long the woundbas been infticted.*^ The 
Marquis^s terror now began to subside, and he ' 
gave a circumstanttal account of the affray 
with Theodore, representing that be had been 
basely used in an anair, where bis own condvct 
had been perfectly just and humane. The 
physician neard this relatioU witb great cool- 
ness, and when it concluded, without making 
any comment upon it, told tbe Marquis he 
would prescribe a medicine, wbich he wished 
him to take imm^diately. 

The Marquis, again alarmed by the gravity 
of bis manner, entreated hß would declare 
most seriottsly, whether he thought him in im- 
mediate danger. The physician heaitated, and 
the anxiety of the Marquis increased : ^< It is 
of consequence,^' said be, ** that I should know 
my exac t Situation. '' The physician then said, 
that if he had any worldly amiirs to settle, it 
would be as well to attend to them, for that it 
was impossible to say what might be the 
event. 

He then tumed the dtscourse, and said, he ' 
had just been withihe yonng offioer under ar- 
rest, who, he hoped, would not be remored at 
present, as such a procedure must endanger 
bis life. The Marquis uttered a dreculful oath, 
and, cursing Theodore for haring brought him 
to bis present condition, t|üd he should depart 
with tbe guard that very night« Agaiast ^*^ 
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cruelty of this sentence the pbysician ventared 
to expostulale ; and endeavourin^ to awaken 
the Marquis to*a sense of humanity, pleaded 
caruestly for Theodore* But these entreaties 
and argiynents seemed, by displaying to the 
Marquis a part of his own charactcr, to rouse 
bis resentment, and rekindle all the rlolence 
of his passions. 

The pbysician at length withdrew in despon- 
dencj, afler promising, at the Marquis'srequest 
not to leaFe the inn. He had hoped, by aggra- 
vatinff his danger, to obtain some advantages, 
both for Adeline and Theodore, but the plan 
had quite a contrary cfiect; for the apprehen- 
si^ of death, so dreadful to the guilty mind of 
the Marquis, instead of awakening penitence, 
increased his desire of yengeance against the 
man who had brought him to such a Situation. 
He determined to have Adeline convey ed where 
Theodore, should he by any accident escape, 
could never obtain her ; and tbus to secure to 
himself, at least, some means of revenge. He 
knew, however, that when Theodore «ras once 
safely conveyed to his regiment, his destruction 
was certain, for should he even bc acquitted of 
the intention of deserting, he would be con- 
demoed for having assaulted his superior 
officer. 

The pbysician returned to* the room where 
Theodore was confined. The violence of his 
distress was now subsided into a stern despair, 
xnore dreadful than the Fehemence which had 
lately possessed him. The guard, in compli- 
ance with his request, having leil thß room, the 
physician repeated to him' some partof hii con- 
versation with the Marquis. Theodore, after 
expressing his thanks, said .he had nothing 
xnore to hope. Fjor himself he feit little ; it 
was for his tamily and for Adeline he suffered. 
He inquired what route she had taken, and, 
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thougb he had no prospect of deriving adran- 
tage from thejnformatioa, he desired the phy- 
sician to assist him in obtaining it ; but the 
landlord and bis wife eitber were, or affected 
to be ignorant of the matter, and it was in vain 
to apply to any otber person. 

The serg^eant now entered with Orders fron) 

tbe Marquis for tbe ünmediate departureof 

Theodore, who heard the message with com- 

posnre, thou^ the physician could not# help 

expressing bis indi^ation at this precipitate 

removal, and bis dread of tbe conseqnences 

tbat miebt attend it. Theodore had scarcely 

time to declare bis gratitude for tbe kindness of 

this raluable friend, before tbe soldiers entered 

tbe room to conduct bim to tbe carriage in 

waiting. As be bade bim farewell, The^ore 

slippedbis parse into bis band, and tumingab- 

ruptly away, told the spldiers to lead on ; bat 

tbe physician stopped bim, and refused tbe pre- 

sent with such serious warmth tbat he was 

compelled to resume it ; be wrung tbe band of 

bis new friend, and bei Dg unable to speak, hur- 

ried away. The whole party immediately set 

off, and the unbappy Theodore was left to the 

remembrance of bis past hope and sufferings, 

to'bis anxiety for tbe fate or Adeiine, the con- 

templation of bis present wretchedness, and 

the apprehension of what mig^ht be reserred for 

him in future. For bimself, mdeed, he saw oo- 

thing but destniction, and was only reiieved 

from total despair, by a feeble hope, that she 

wb^m he'loved better than bimselr, might one 

time enjoy^tbat bappiness, of whioh he did not 

venture to look for a participation. 
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CHAPTER XIV.- 

*• Have yoa the hesrt f Wben yoor b«ttd did but>che, 

i knü my kmaiktrdkitf a>oiit M«r &roiM| 

And wi& my lund at roidnipht held up your baad ; 

And, like the watchAU minutet to tbe hoor, 

Still and anen cbeerM up che hcavy time.'* 

King JpkHt 

«If the m{a«lclit bell 
DU, with his iroQ tongue, and braten mouth, 
Soand one unle the drowrf race of night; 
If this mme werc a churcb-yard where we stand, 
Ami though poMMsed wiih a thousaod wrongs ; 
Or if that surly spirte nielancholy, 
Uad bak'd tfay Uood, and made it heavy thick ; 
Tben, in despite of broad-eyed watchful day, 
I wottld Into tby bosom pour my thougbta." 

iing Jokn. 

Meanwhile the persecuted Adeline conti- 
nuedto travel with httle interruption all nig^t. 
Her mind sufiered such a tumult of ^rief, re- 
gret, despair, aod terror, that she could not be 
Said to think. The Marquis^s valet, who had 
placed himself in tbe chaise wiih her, at first 
seemed inclined to talk, but her inattentioa 
soon silenced him, and left her to the indul- 
gence of her own misery. • 

They seemed to travel through obscure lanes 
and by>ways, along which tbe carriage droTe 
as furiousfy as t^ darkness would perniit: 
when the dawn appeared, she perceired herseif 
on tbe borders or a forest, and renewed her 
entreaties to know whither she was ^oing*. 
The man replied, he had no Orders to teil, but 
she would soon see. Adeline, who had hither- 
to supposed ihey were carrying her to tbe villa, 
now oegan to doubt it ; and as erery place ap- 
peared less ternble to her Imagination than that 
her despair begap to abate, and she thou^ht 
only ot the deyoted Theodore, whom she 
knew to be the victim of malice and revence. 
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They now entered npon the forest, and it 
occnrred to her tbat she was going^ to the ab- 
bey ; for thon^^h she had no remembrance of 
the scenery, Üiroufh which she passed, it was 
not the less probable that tbis was the forest of 
Fontang^ille, whose boundaries were b^ rauch 
too extensive to hare come within the circie of 
her former walks. The conjectnre revived a 
terror, little inferior to that occasioned by th^ 
idea of going^ to the yilla, for at the abbey she 
would be eqnaÜy in the power of the Marqois, 
and also in that of her crael enemy, La Motte. 
Her mind revolted at the picture her fancy 
drew, and as the carriage mo?ed ander the 
shades, she threw fijpm the window a look of 
eager inquiry for some object which might con- 
finn or destroy her'present surmise : she did 
not long look, before an openin? in the forest 
showed her the distant towers of the abbey. — 
^^ I am, indeed, lost then !" said she, bursting 
into tears. 

They were soon at the foot of the lawn, and 
Peter was se^n running to open the gate, at 
which the carria^e stopped. 'When he saw 
Adeline, he looked surprised, and made an ef-* 
fort to speak, but the chaise now drove np to 
the abbey, where, at the door of the hall, La 
Motte himself appeared. As he advanced to 
lake her from the carriage, an universal trem- 
bling seized her ; it was with the utmost diffi- 
colty she supported herseif, and for some mo- 
ments she neither observed bis countenance^ 
nor heard bis voice. He offered bis arm to 
assist her into the abbey, which she at first re- 
fused, but having tottered a few paces, was 
obliged to accept; they then entered the vault- 
ed room, where, sinking into a chair, a flood of 
tears came .to her relief. La Motte did pot 
Interrupt the silence, which continued for some 
time, but paced the room in seeming agitation» 
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When Adeline was sufficiently recovered to 
notice extemal objects, she obseired bis coan- 
teaance, aud there read tbe tumultof hissoul, 
while be was struggfling to assume a firmness, 
whicb bis better feelings opposed. 

La Motte now took ber band, and wotild 
bave led ber from tbe roora, but 8be stopped, 
and, witb a kind of desperate couraf^e, madc 
an effbrt to engage bim to pity and to save ber. 
He interrupted ber ; " It is not in my power," 
Said be, in a voice of emotion ; ^' I am not mas- 
ter of myseir, or my 9onduct ; inquire no far- 
tber — it is sufficient for you to know tbat I pity 
you — more I cannot do." He gave ber no 
timiB to reply, but, takingjber band, led ber to 
tbe stairs of tbe tower, aim froni tbence to tbe 
cbamber sbe bad formerly occupied. 

**Here you must remain for tbe present," 
Said be, ^* in a confinement, wbicb is, perbaps, 
almost as involuntary on my part as it can be 
on yours. I am willing' to render it. as easy as 
possible : I bave,tberefore, ordered some bobks 
to be brougbt you." 

Adeline made an efibrt to speak, but be bur- 
ried from tbe room, seemingly asbamed of tbe 
part he bad undertaken, and unwUling to tnist 
tumself witb ber tears. Sbe beard tbe door of 
tbe cbamber locked, and tben, looking towards 
tbe Windows, perceived tbey were secured: 
tbe ditor tbat led to tbe otber apartments was 
also fastened. Sucb preparation for secority 
sbooked ber, and bopeless as sbe bad jong be- 
liered herseif, she now peroeiired ber mind to 
sink deeper in despair. When the tears she 
shed bad somewbat reliered her, and her 
thoughts could tum from the objects of her 
inunediate concem, she was tbankfiil for the 
total seclusion allotted her, since it would 
spare her therpun she must feel in the presence 
^f Monsieur abd Madame La^Motte, leod allo^ 
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4;he unre^tr^tined indulf ence of her fiwn sor- 
row and reflectioo, Fhico, however difttressinr, 
was preferable to the agony inflicted od tqe 
Diind, when agitated by care and fear, it is 
obliged to assume ^n appearance of tranquU- 
Jity. 

In about a quarter of ^n faour her Chamber 
door was unlocked, a^d Annette appeared with 
refreshments and books : she expressed fliatis- 
faction at seein^ Adeline ags^n, but aeemed 
fearful of speaking, knowü^> probably, that 
it was contrary to the Orders of La Motte, 
who, she Said, was waiting at the bottom of the 
stairs. When Annette was gone, AdeUne took 
some refreshment, which was indeed necessa* 
ry ; for she had tasted nothing since she left 
tbe inn. She was pleased, but not surprised, 
ibat Madame I/a IVIotte did not appear, who^ 
.It was evident, shunned her from ,a conscious- 
neiss.of her own ungenerous conduct, a con- 
sciousnesES which offered some presumptioD, 
that she was still not whoUy unfriendly to her. 
She reflected upon the words of La Motte, ** I 
,am not master of myself, o;r myconduct,*' and 
though they s^fTorded h^r no )ic|pe, she derived 
some comfort, poor as it was, from the belief 
that he pitied her. After some time spent in 
miserable reflection and yarious conjectures, 
her long agitated spirits seemed to demaad re« 
pose, and she lay down to sleep. 

Adeline alept quieti^ for several hours, and 
,awoke with a mind relreshed and tranquillized. 
To prolonjg tbis temporary peace, and to pre- 
vent, there/ore, tbe intrusion of her own 
thoughts, she examined the books La Motte 
,had sent her : among these she found some Üiat 
in happier times had elevated her mind päd in- 
ierestä her heart ; their effect was now weak- 
ened; they were still, however, able to aoftefi 
ibra time the sense of her mi^fortunes. 
' C g 
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But thia lethean medicine to a wounded 
mind was but a temporary blessinjP ; the en- 
trance of La Motte dissolved tbe illusioDS of 
the page, and awakened her to a sense of her 
own Situation. He came with food, and hav- 
ing placed it on the table, left the room without 
speaking. Again she endea?oured to read, 
but bis appearance had broken the enchant- 
ment — bitter reflection returned to her mind, 
and brought with it the image of Theodore-^ 
of Theodore lost to her for ever. 

La Motte, meanwhile, experienced all the 
terrors that could be infiicted by a conacience 
not T^iolly hardened to guilt. He had been 
led on by passion to dissipation — and from dis- 
sipation to vice ; but haying once touched the 
borders of infamy, the progressive steps fol- 
lowed each other fast, and he now ^aw himself 
the pander of a villain, and the betrayer of an 
innocent girl, whom every plca of justice and 
humanity called upon him to protect. He 
contemplated bis picture — he. shrunk from it, 
but he could change its deformity only by au 
effort too nobly darin^ for a niind already efie- 
minated by vice. He viewed the dangerous 
labyrinth into which he was led, and perceiv- 
ed, as if for the first time, the progression of 
his guilt ; frotn this labyrinth he weakly ima- 
gined farther guilt could alone extricate him. 
Instead of employing his mind upon the means 
of saving Adeline from destruction, and himself 
from being instrumental to it, he endeavoured 
only to lull the pangs of conscience, and to 
persuade himself mto a belief that he roust pro» 
ceed in the course he had begun. He knew 
himself to be in the power of the Marquis, and 
he dreaded that power more than the sure, 
though distant punishment, that waits upon 
guilt. The honour of Adeline and the quiet 
of his own conscience, he consented to barter 
for a few years of existence. 
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He was ignorant of the present iUness of the 
Marquis, or he would have perceiyed that 
there was a chance of escaping the threaten- 
ed punishment at a price less enormous than in- 
famy, and he would perhaps bare endeavoured 
to save Adeline and himself bjjr flight. But the 
Marquis, foreseeing the possibility of this, had . 
ordered bis serrants carefuUj to conceal the 
circumstance which detained bim, and to ac- 
quaint La Motte that he should be at the abbey 
in a few days, at the same time directing bis 
valet to await bim there. Adeline, as be ex- 
pected, had neither inclination nor opportuni- 
ty to mention it, and thus La Motte riemained 
ignorant of the circumstance which might 
have presenred bim from^ farther g^ilt, and 
Adeline froin misery. 

Most unwillingly bad La Motte made bis 
wife acquainted with the action, which had 
made bim absolutely dependent upon the will of 
the Marquis, but the perturbation of bis mind 
partly betrayed bim : frequently in bis sleep 
he muttered incoherent sentences, and fre- 
quently would Start from bis skimber, and call, 
in passionate exclamation, upon Adeline. 
These instances of a disturbed mind bad 
alarmed and temfied Madame La Motte, wbo 
watcbcMl while he slept, and soon gatbered from 
bis words a confused idea of äe Marquis^s 
designs. 

She binted her suspicions to La Motte, wbo 
reproyed her for having entertaincd them ; but 
his manner, instead of repressing, increased 
her fears for Adeline rfears, which the con- 
' duct of the Marquis soon confirmed. On the 
night that he slept at the abbey, it had occur- 
red to her, that wbatever scheme was in agi* 
tatioD would now mest probably be discussed» 
and anidety for Adeline, made ner stoop to a 
ine;|.aness, whicb, in other circumatances, 
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^ould have been despicable. She quitted he^ 
Toom, aad, coocealing Kerself itf an apartment 
mdjoiniDg that in Which she had left the Mar? 
quis and her busband, listened to their dilH' 
course. It turned upon the subject shehad 
expected, and disclosed to her the füll extent 
of their designs. Terrified for Adeline, and 
shocked at the guiltjr weakness of La Motte, 
she was for some time incapable of thinking', 
or .determining how to proceed. She knew 
ber fiit^and to be under great Obligation to 
the Marqüi», whose territory thus affordedhtm 
a shelter from the world, and that it was in the 
power of the fonner to betray bim into the 
hands of bis enemies. She beiieved also that 
Che Marouis would do this, if provoked ; yet 
^tke tbonent upon such an occasion La Motte 
migbt fiiKl some way of appeasing the Marquis, 
wiuout subjecting bimseif to dishonour. Af- 
ter some fartber reflection, her mind becaroe 
more coraposed, and she returned to her Cham- 
ber where La Motte soon foUowed. Her spi- 
rits, howeyer, were not now in a State to en- 
counter either bis displeasore, or bis Opposition , 
which she had too mcrch reason to expect, 
whenever she should mention the subject of 
ber conoem, and she therefore resolved not to 
ttotice it tili the morrow. 

On the morrow, she told La Motte all he had 
uttered in bis dreams, and mentioned other 
circumstances, which convinced him it was in 
vain any longer to deny the truth of her ap- 
prehensions. His wife tben represented to him 
bow possible it was to avoid the infamy, into 
which he was about to plunge, bv quittin^ tbe 
territories of the Marquis, ana pleaded so 
warmly for Adeline, that La Motte» in snllen 
silence, appeared to meditate upon the plan. 
His thoughts were, bowever, very differently 
An<vaged. He was conscious of having deserv - 
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ed from the Marquis a dreadful punisbment, 
aodf knew that if he exasperated bim by refus- 
ing to acquiesce with his wishes, he had little 
to expecC from flieht, for the eye of justice and 
revenge woald pursue bim with indefatigable 
reaearcb. 

La Motte meditated how to break this to his 
Wife, for he perceived that there was no other 
method of öotmteracting her virtuous compas- 
sioa for Adeline, and the dangerous coase- 
qnencea to be expected from it, uian by oppos- 
iüg it with terror for his safety, aod this could 
be dohe only by sbowing her the füll extent of 
the evils that miist attend the reseotment of 
the Marquis. Vice had not ^vet so entirely 
darkened his conscience, but tnait the Uush of 
shame stained his cheefe, and his tongae falter- 
ed wfaen he would have told bis ^ciiH. At 
length, findiog it impossible to mentioii. parti- 
culars, he told her that, on account of an af- 
fair, which no entreaties should e?er induce 
bim to explain, his life was in the power of 
the Marquis. ^^ You see the alternative,'' 
Said he, ** take your choice of evils, and, if 
you can, teil Adeline of her danger, and sacri- 
JSce my life to sare her from a Situation, whicfa 
many would be ambitious to obtain.'*— Ma- 
dame La Motte^ condemned to the horrible al* 
tematiye of permittmg the seduction of inno- 
cence, orof dooming her husband to destruc- 
tion, suffered a distraction of thought, which 
defied all control. Perceiving, however, that 
an Opposition to the designs of the Marquis 
would ruin La Motte, and avail Adeline little, 
she determined to yield and endure in silence. 

At the time when Adeline was planning her 
escape from the abbey, the significant Tomtrof 
Peter had led La Motte to suspect the truth, 
and to observe them more clos.ely. He had 
aeen them separate in the hall in apparent con- 
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fusioD, and had afterwards observed Ihem cod- 
veraiDg together in the cloistera. Circum- 
stanoes so unijjBual left him not a doubt that 
Adeline had discovered her danger, and was 
concerting^ with Peter some means of escape. 
Afiecting, tberefore, to be iuformed of the 
whole anair, he charged Peter with treachery 
towards himself, and threatened him with the 
vengeance of the Marquis if he did not dis- 
clbse all he knew. Toe menace intimidated 
Peter, and, supposing that all chance of assist- 
lag Adeline was g^ne, he made a circumstan- 
tial confession, and promised to forbear ac- 
quainting Adeline with the discovery of the 
scheme. in this promise he was secondc^d by 
inclination, for he feared to meet the displea- 
sure, which Adeline, believing he had betrayed 
her, might express. 

On the evening of the day on which Ade- 
line^s intended escape was discovered, the Mar- 
quis designed to come to the abbey , and it had 
been agreed that he should then take Adeline 
to bis yilla. La Motte had immediately per- 
ceived the advantaf e of permitting Adeline to 
repair, in the belief of being undiscovered, to 
the tomb. It would prevent much disturbance 
and Opposition, and spare himself the pain he 
must teel in her presence, when she should 
know that he had betrayed her. A servant of 
the Marquis might go, at the appointed hour, 
to the tomb, and, wrapt in tne disguise of 
night, might take her quietly thence in the 
character of Peter. Thus, without resistance, 
she would be carried to the villa, nor discorer 
her roistake tili it >was too late to prevent its 
consequence. 

When the Marquis did arrive, La Motte, 
who was not so much intoxicated by the wine 
he had drank, as to forget bis prudence, in- 
formed him of what had happened, and what 
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he had planned, and the Marquis approving it, 
bis servant was made acquainted uritfa the Sig- 
nal, which afterwards betrayed Adeline to his 
power. 

A deep consciousness of the nnworthy neu- 
trality she had öbserred in Adeline's concem^ 
made Madame La Motte anxiously avoid see- 
ing her now that she was again in the abbey. 
Adeline understood this conduct, and she re- 
joiced that she was spared the anguish of meet- 
ing her as an enemy whom she had once con- 
sidered as a friend. Several days now passed 
in solitude, in miserable retrospection, and 
dreadful expectation. The perilous Situation 
of Theodore was almost the constant subject of 
hei" thoughts. Often did she breathe an agoniz- 
ing wish tbr hissafety, and often look round the 
sphere of possibillity in search of hope ; but 
hope had almost lefl the horizon of her pros- 
pect, and wh^n it did appear, it sprung only 
frora the death of the Marquis, whose ven- 
geance threatened most certain destruction. 

The Marquis, meanwhile, lay at the inn at 
Caux, in a State of doubtful recovery. The 
physician and surgeon, neither of whom he 
would dismiss, nor suffer to leave the village, 
prOceeded upon contrary principles, and the 
good effect of what Ihe one prescribed, was 
frequently conteracted by the injudicious treat- 
ment of the other. Humanity alone prevailed 
on the physician to continue his attendance. 
The mailady of the Marquis was also heighten- 
ed by the impatience of his temper, and ter- 
rors of death, and the irritation of his passions. 
One moment be believed himself dying, ano- 
ther he could scarcely be prevented from at- 
tempting to foUow Adeline to the abbey. So 
various were the ductuations of his mind, and 
so papid the schemes that succeeded each other, 
that his passions were in a continuäl st»^** "^ 
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conflic t. The physician attempted to nersuadc 
him, that his recovery ipreatly depeaaed upon 
tranqutllity, and to prerail upoQ bim to at- 
tempt, at feast, some command of his feeling^, 
bttt he was soon silenced, in bopeless disg^t, 
by the impatient answers of tbe Marquis. 

At length the servant, who had carried pff 
Adelioe, returned, änd the Marquis having 
ordered bim into his Chamber, asked so many 
questions in a breath, that the man knew not 
which to answer. At leng[th he> puUed a folded 
paper from bis pocket, which he said had been 
dropped ia the chaise by mademoiselle Ade- 
iine, and.as he tboughthis lordship would like 
to seeit, he had taken care of it. The Mar- 
quis stretched forth his band wilh eagerness, 
and received a note addressed to Theodore. 
-On perceiving the superscription, tlie agita» 
tion of jealous rage for a moment overcame 
bim, and he held it in bis handunabletoopen it. 

He, bowever, broke the seal, and found it to 
be a note of inquiry, w ritten by Adeline to 
Theodore during his iUness, and which, from 
£ome accident, she bad been prevented from 
sendiög him. Tbe tender solioitude it expresa- 
jßd for bis recovery stung the soul of the Mar- 
quis, and drew from him a comparison of her 
wehngs on the illness of his rival and that of 
himself. ^* She could be «olicitous for bis reco- 
very,'' said he, ** but for mine, she only dreads 
it.'* As if wiltin^ to prolpng tbe pain this lit- 
4le.biUethad excited, he tnen read it again/ 
Again he cursed his fate and ezecrated his 
rival, giving himself up, as usual, to the traas- 
ports of his passion. He was going to throw 
it from him, when lus eyes cau^t the seal, and 
<he looked earnestl^ at jyt. His ang^r seemed 
now to have subsided, he deposited the note 
xarefuUy in bis pocket book, and was, for nw^ 
;time, lost in thougbt* 
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Aller many days of hopes and fears, the 
atreng^of bis Constitution oyeicame hisillness, 
aod he was well enou^h to write several let- 
ters, one of which he immediately sent off to 
prepare La Motte for bis reoeption. The same 
policy, wbich had prompted bim to conceai bis 
iilnesB from La Motte, now urg^ed bim to say» 
what he knew would not bappen, tbat be 
should reach the abbev on the day afler bis ser- 
vant. He repeated tliis injanction, tbat Ade- 
line should be strictly guarded, aod renewed 
bis promises of reward for the future seryice 
of La Motte. 

La Motte, to wbom each succeeding day 
had brought new surprise aifd perpfexity 
concemiog the absence of the Marquis, re- 
ceived this ootice with uneasiness, for he had 
begiin to hope tbat the Martinis had altered 
bis intentions concernin? Adelme, hiine either 
enga^ed in some new adventure, or obligfed to 
Visit bis estates in some distant province : he 
would have been willing' thus to baye got rid 
of an affair, whicb was to redect so much dis- 
hononr on himself. 

This hope was now vanished, and he direct- 
ed Madame to prepare for the reception of the 
Marquis. Adeline passed these days in a State 
of suspenso, wbich was now cheeied by hope, 
and now darkened by despair. This delay, so 
much exceedine^ her expectation, seemed to 
prove that the illness of the Marquis was dan- 
gerous ; and when she looked forward to the 
consequences of bis recovery, she could not be 
sorry tbat it was so. So odions was the idea of 
him to her mind, that she would not suffer her 
lips to pronounoe bis name, and make the in- 
quiry bf Annette, wbich was of such conse- 
quence to her peace. 

It was about a week after the receipt of the 
Murquia'« letter, that Adelkie one day saw 
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from her window a party of honemen enter 
Üie arenue, and knew them to be the Marquis 
and* bis attendants. She retired from tbe win- 
dow in a State of mind not to be described, and 
sinking into a ehair, was for some time scarce- 
1t conscioas of the objects around her. When 
she had recorered from the first terror, which 
bis appearance excited, she again tottered to 
the wmdow ; the party was not in sight, but 
she heard the trampUng of horses, and knew 
that the Marquis had wound round to the 
great ^te of tne abbey. She addressed her- 
seif to Heaven for support and protection, and, 
her mind beiog now somewhat composed, sat 
down to wait me erent. 

La Motte receired the Marquis with expres- 
sions of surprise at bis long aosence, and the 
latter, perely saying he had been detained by 
illness, prSceedea to inquire for Adeline. He 
was told she was in her Chamber, from whence 
she might be summoned if he wished to see her. 
The Marquis hesitated, and at length excused 
himself, but desired she might be strictly 
watched. " Perhaps, my lord,'^ said La Motte, 
smiling, *' Adeline's oostinacy has been toe 
powerful for your passion : you seem less in- 
terested conceming her than formerly." 

" Oh, by no means,'' replied the Marquis ; 
'' she interests me if ii^^ssible more than ever ; 
so much indeed, thati^ canoot have her too 
closely guarded; and I therefore heg, La 
Motte, that you will suffer nobody to attend 
her, but when you can observe them yourself. 
Is the room where she .is confined sufficiently 
secure ?^ La Motte assured him it was ; but 
atthe same time expressed bis wish that she 
was removed to the villa. " If by any means,^' 
Said he, 1' she should contrive to escape, I 
know what I must expect from your displea- 
sure; and this reflection keeps my mind in 
continual anxiety." 
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'< This remoral caniiot be at present," said 
tbe Marquis ; *^ sbe is safer here, and you do 
wrong to disturb yourself with any appreben- 
sion of her escape, if her Chamber is really so 
secure as you represent it.'* 

*^ I can have no motive for deceiving^ you, 
my lord, in this point.** 

'< I do not siföpect you of any,** said the Mar- 
quis ; '^ ^ard her carefully, and, trust me, she 
will not escape» i can rely upon my ralet, 
and if you wisb it he shall remain here.** La 
Motte thought there could be no occasion for 
him, and it was agreed that the man should g^ 
home. 

The Marquis, after remainins^about half an 
hour in conversation with. La Motte, left the 
abbey, and Adeline saw him depart with a 
mixture of surprise and thankfulness that al- 
most oyercame her. She had waited in roo- 
mentary expectation of being* summoned to 
appear, and had been endeavouring to arm 
herseif with resolution to support bis presence. 
She had listened to erery voice that sounded 
from below, and at every step that crossed the 
passage her heart had palpitated with dread, 
lest it should be La Motte Coming to lead her 
to the Marquis. This slate of suffering had 
been prolonged almost beyond her power of 
enduring it, when she heard voices under her 
Window, and rising, saw ihe Marquis ride away. 
After giving way to the joy and thankfulness 
that swelled her neart, she endeavoured to ac- 
count for this circumstance, which, consider- 
ing what had passed, was certainly very 
Strange. It appeared, indeed, wholly mexpli- 
cable, and after much fruitless inquiry, she 
quitted the subject, endeavouring to persuade 
herseif Ijiat it could only portend good. 

The time of La Motte*s usual Visitation drew 
near, and Adeline expected it in the trembling 
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hope of bearing that the Marquis had ceased 
bis persecntion; bat he was, as usual, suUeo 
amd sileot, and it was not tili he was about to 
quit the room, that Adeline had the courage to 
inquire, when the Marqnis was expected 
again ? La Motte, opeuing the door to aepart, 
replied, '* Od the foUowing day,^ and Adcdine, 
whom fear and delicacj embarrassed, saw she 
could obtain no inteUirence of Theodore bat 
bv a direct question ; she looked eamestly as 
if she would have spoken, and he stopped, but 
she blashed, and' was still silent, tili, upon bis 
a^n attemptin^ to leave the room, she faint- 
ly called him back. 

** I would ask,*' said she, '' after that unfor- 
tunate Chevalier who has incnrred the resent- 
ment of the Marquis by endearouring* to serve 
me. Has the Marquis mentioned him P^ '* He 
has," replied La Motte; '*and your indiffer- 
ence towards the Marquis is now fully ex- 
plained." 

**Since I must feel resentment towards 
those who injure me,*' said Adeline, *^ I may 
surely be allowed to be grateful towards those 
who serve me. Had the Marquis deserved my 
esteem, he would, probably, have possessed 
it." • 

** Well, well," said La Motte, " this young- 
hero, who it seems has been brave enoug^h to 
lift bis arm against bis coloneK is taken care 
of, and, I doubt not, will soon be sensible of the 
value of bis quixotism." Indignation, grief 
and fear, stniggled in the bosom of AdeÜne ; 
she disdained to give La Motte an opportuni- 
ty of again pronouncing the name of Theo- 
dore ; yet the uncertainty ander whioh she la- 
boured, urged her to inquire, whether the Atar- 
quis had heard of him since be left Caux ! 
** Tes," said La Motte, '^^ he has been safely 
carried to his reg^ent, where he is confiiied 
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Adeline bad neitfaer power nor- inclinatioa 
to iaquire farther, and La Motte, quitting the 
cbam))er, she was left to tbe misery he bad re* 
newed. Tfaough tbis infonnation contained 
no new oircumstance of misfortune, (for she 
now heard confirmed what she bad always ex- 
pected) a weight of new sorrow aeemed to fall 
upon her heart, and she perceived that she bad 
unconscioasly chenshed a latent hope of Theo- 
dore's esca];)e before he reached tbe place of 
bis destination. All hope was now howerer 
gone : he was suffering tbe miseries of a pri- 
son, and tbe tortures of apprehensipn both for 
bis own life and her safety. She pictnred to 
herseif tbe dark, damp dungeon where he lay, 
loaded with chains, and pale with sickness and 
grief ; she heard bim, in a yoice that thrilled 
her heart, call upon her name, and raise bis 
eyes to Heaven in silent supplication : she 
saw tbe anguish of bis countenance, tbe tears 
that feil slowly on bis cheek ; remembering, 
at tbe same time, the generons conduct that 
bad brought bim to this abyss of misery, and 
that it was for her sake he suffered, gnef re- 
solved itself into despair, her tears ceased to 
flow, and she sunk silently into a State of 
dreadful torpor. 

On tbe morrow th^ Marquis arrived, and 
departed as before. Several days then elaps- 
ed, and he did not appear, tili one evening, as 
La Motte and bis wife were in their usual sit» 
ting room, he entered, and conversed for some 
time upon general su^ects, from which, how- 
ever, he by degrees teil into a reverie» and, 
after a pause of silence, he rose, and drew La 
Motte to'tbe window, '<I would speak with 
you alone," said he, " if you are at leisure ; 
and if not, another time will do.^' La Motte, 
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asaurtn^ him he was perfectly so, would hare 
conducted him to another room, but the Mar- 
.quis proposed a walk iü the forest. They went 
out togfether, and when they had reached a so- 
litary glade, where the spreadinr branches of 
the M^h and oak deepened the shades of 
twilight, and threw a soieron obscnrity aroond, 
the Marquis tumed to La Motte, and address- 
edhim: 

*'Your condition, La Motte, is unhappy; 
this abbey is a melancboly residence for a man 
like you, fond of society, and like you also 
qualined to adom it.'' La Motte bowed. ^' I 
wish it was in my power to restore you to the 
World," cootinued the Marquis; ** perhaps, if 
1 knew the particulars of the affair which has 
driven you from it, 1 might pereeive that my 
ioterest could eifectually serve you. I think 
I have heard you hint it was an affair of ho- 
nour.*' La Motte was sileut. <^ 1 mean not 
to distress you, however; nor is it common 
curiosity that prompts this inauir}% but a sin- 
cere desire to befriend you. You haye sdrear 
dy informed me of some particulars of your 
misfortunes. I think the liberality of your 
temper led you into expenses, which you after- 
wards endearoured taretrieye by g^aming^." 

<« Yes, my Lord," said La Motte, ^' 'tis üue 
that I dissipated the g^ater part of an affluent 
fortune in Inxurious indulgences, and that I 
afterwards took unworthy means to recoyer it ; 
but I wish to be spared upon this subject. I 
would, if poasible, lose the remembrance of a 
tranSaction which must for eyer stain my cha* 
racter, and the rigorons eifect of which, I fear, 
it is not in your power, my lord, to soften." 

<* You may be mistaken on this point," re- 
plied the Marquis ; " my interest at court is by 
no means inconstderable. Fear not from me 
any seyerity of censure; I am not at all in« 
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clioed to jud^e harshiy of Ibe faults of others. 
I well kaow now to allow for the emergency 
of circumstäDces ; aod, I think, La Motte, 
you have hitherto found me your frieBd." 

" 1 have, my lofd." 

«' And wben you recollect, titat I have for- 
giveü a certain transaction of late date'*^- 

'^ It is true, my lord, and, allow me to say, I 
have a just sense of your g^enerosity. The 
transaction you allude to is by far the worst ol* 
my life; and what I have to relate cannot, 
tfaerefore, lower me in your opioion. When l 
had dissipated the greatest part of my property 
in habits of roluptuous pleasure, I haä recourse 
to gaming" to supply the means of continuing 
tbem. A run of good luck for some time ena- 
bied me to do this, and encouraging my most 
sanguine expectations, I continued in the same 
career of success. 

'^ Soon after this a sudden turn of fortune 
destroyed my hopes, and reduced me to the 
most desperate extremity. In one night my 
money was lowered to the sura of two hundred 
louis. These I resolved to stake also, and 
with them my life ; for it was my resolution 
not to survive their loss. Never shall I forget 
the horrors of that moment on which hung my 
fate, nor the deadly anguish that seize^my 
heart when my last stake was gone. I stood 
for some time in a State of stupefaction, tili, 
roused to a sense of my misfortune, my pas* 
sion made me pour forth execrations on my 
more fortunate rivals, and act all the frenzy of 
despair. During this paroxysm of madness, a 
geatlemao, who had been a siient observer of 
all that passed, approached me. . You are un- 
fortunate, Sir, said he. I need not be inform- 
ed of that, Sir, I rephed. 

" < Tou bare, perbaps, been ill used,' resum- 
ed he.— Yes, Sir, I am ruined, and therefore 
p itaay besatdilamillused« 
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" < Do jou know the people you hare played 
irith?* 

** No ; but I have met them in the fint cir- 
des. • • 

«< « Then I am, probably, mistaken,* said he, 
aod walked away. His last words rouaed me, 
and raised a hope that my money had not been 
fairly lost« Wishing for fartfaer informa.tion, 
I went in search of tbe g'entleman, bot he bad 
left the rooms; T, howeyer, stifled my trän« 
Sports, retumed to the table where I bad lost 
my money, ^laced myself belünd the chair of 
one of the persona who had won it, and closc- 
ly watched the g^ame. For some time I saw 
notbing that could confirm my suspicions, bat 
was at length conrinced they were just. 

'^ When the game was ended, 1 cailed one of 
my adversaries out of the room, and, telling^ 
him what I had obserred, threatened instantlj 
to expose him if he did not restore my proper- 
ty. The man was, for some time, as positive 
as myself; and, assuming the bally, threaten- 
ed me wiüi chastisemeot for my scandalous as- 
sertioos. I was not, however, in a State of 
mind to be frightened, and his manner seryed 
only to exasperate my temper, already suffi- 
ciently inflamed by misfortune. After retort- 
ingf his threats, I was about to retom to tbe 
apartment we had left, and expose what had 
passed, when, with an insidious smile, and a 
softened voice, he begged I would favour him 
with a few moments* attention, and allow hiro 
to speak with the o^entleman bis partner. To 
the latter part of bis request I hesitated, but, 
in the meantime, the gentleman himself enter- 
ed tbe room. His partner related to him, in a 
few words, what had passed between us, and 
the terror that appeaired in his countena^,«^ 
sufficiently declared his conscioasness of g^ailt. 
- '* They thcn drew aside, and remained a few 
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ininutes in conversatioD iogether, after whicb 
they approached me with au offer, as they 
phrasea it, bf a compromise. I declared how- 
erer against any thin^ of ^is kind, aod swore, 
oothing less than the wbole sum I had lost 
should content me. Is it not poesible, Mon- 
sieur, that you may be offered something as 
advantageous as tbe whole ? I did not under- 
stand their raeaning, but after they had conti- 
naed for some time to gire distant hints of tbe 
same sort, they proceeded to explain. 

^' Perceiving their characters whoUy in my 
power, they wished to secare my interest to 
their party, and tberefore; informing me, that 
they oelonged to an association of persons, 
wbo iived upon tbe foUy and inexperience of 
others, they offered me a share in their con- 
cern. My fortunes were desperate, and the 
proposal uow made me, would not only pro- 
duce an immediate snpply, but enable me to 
return to those scenes of dissipated pleasure, 
to which passion had at first, and long habit 
afterwards, attached me. I closed with the 
offer, and tbus sunk from dissipation into in- 
faray.'* 

La Motte paused, as if the recoUection of 
these times filled bim with remorse. The Mar- 
quis understood bis feelings. '* You judge too 
rigorously of yourself," said he; "tbere are 
few persons, let their appearance of honesty 
be what it may, who, in such circmnstanoes, 
would haye acted better than you have done. 
Had 1 been in your Situation, 1 know not how 
I might haye acted. That r^d virtue which 
shall condemn you, may dignify itself with the 
appellation of wisdom, but I wish not to poe- 
sess it : let it still reside, where it generally is 
to be found, in the cold bosoms of those, who, 
waqting feeling to be men, dignify themselfca 

Vol. II. J> 
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with the tiÜe of philoaophen. But pray pro- 
ceed.^ 

** Cur BUccesB was for some time unliinited, 
for we held the wheel of fortune, and trusted 
not to her caprice. ' Thoughtless and voluptu- 
OU8 by nature, my expenses fuUy kept pace 
with my income. An unlucky discorery of 
the practices of oor party was at leng^ made 
by a young nobleman, which obliged us to act 
for some time wiih the utmost circumspection. 
It would be tedious to relate the particulan, 
which made us ai length so suspected, that Üie 
distant civility and cold reserve of our ac- 
quaintance rendered the frequenting of pnbtic 
assemblies both painful and unprofitable. We 
tumed our thoughts to other modes of obtain- 
ing money, and a swindling transaction, in 
which I engaged, to a very large amount, soon 
compelled me to leave Paris. You know the 
rest, mv lord.'' 

La Motte was now silent, and the Marquis 
continued for some time musing. <* You per* 
ceive, my lord,^ at length resumed La Motte, 
*' you perceive that my case is hopeless.^ 

^' It is bad, indeed, but not entirely hopeless. 
From my soul I pity you. Yet if you should 
retum to the world, and incur the danger of 
prosecution, I think my interest with the mi- 
nister mifi^ht save you from aoy severe punish* 
ment. You seem, however, to have lost your 
relish for society, and, perhaps, do not wish to 
retum to it." 

** Oh ! my lord, can you doubt this ? — But I 
am overcome with the excess of your goodness ; 
would to heaven it were in my power to proye 
the gratitude it inspires." 

** Talk not of eoodness," said the Marquis; 
^* I will not pre(9|d that my desire of senring 
you is unaUoyed by any degree of self-interest* 
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I will not affect to be more than man, and trust 
me those who do are less. It is in your power 
to testify your gratitude : and bind me to your 
interest for ever.*^ He paused. <^ Name but 
tfae meanS) name but the means, and if they are 
within the compafis of possibility, tbey shall be 
executed.^ The Marquis was still silent. " Do 
you doubt my 8incerit|r, my lord, that you are 
silent? Do you fear to repose a confidence in 
the man whom you bare a]ready loaded with 
obligition ? who lives by your merc^, and ^- 
most by your means. ^* The Marquis looked 
eamesüy at him, but did not speak. *' I ha?e 
not deserved this of you, my lord ; speak, I 
entreat you." 

^ There are certain prejudices attached to 
the human mind," said the Marquis, in a slow 
and solemn voice, ^^ which it requires all our 
wisdom to keep from interfering with our hap- 
piness ; certain set notions acquired in infancy, 
and cherished involuntarily by age, which gprow 
up and assume a gloss so plausible, {bat few 
minds, in what is called a civilized countr^, 
can afterwards overcome them. Tr uth is 

nffM\ ppry^fl^fif^ by ^^^iin^tion. \¥hile ÜlC rc- 

fined l^uropeans lioast a Standard of honour, 
and a sublimity of virtue, which often leads 
from pleasure to misery, and from nature to 
error, the simple, uninformed American fol- 
lows the impuise of bis hearl, and obeys the 
Inspiration of wisdom. '^ The Marcjuis paused, 
ana La Motte continued to listen in eager ex* 
pectation. 

*^ Nature, uncontaminated by false refine- 
ment," resumed the Marquis, '' every where 
acts alike in the great occurrences of life. 
The Indian discoyers bis friend to be perfidious, 
and be kills him; the wild Asiatic does the 
same ; the Turk, when ambition fires, or re- 
yenge provokes, gratüles bis passion at the ex- 
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Emse of life, and does not call it murder. 
ven the poiished Italian, diatracted bj jea- 
lousy, or tempted by a strong' circamstance of 
advanta^e, draws bis stiletto, and accompüshes 
bis purpose. It is tbe first proof of a superior 
inind to liberale itself from prejudices of coun- 
tnf, or of education. You are silent, La 
Motte ; are you not of my opinion f" 
^* I am attendin^, my lord, to your reason- 

**' There are, I repeat it/' said the Marouts, 
** people of minds so weak as to shrink u-om 
acta they have been accustomed to hold wrong, 
however ad?antag^oas. They never suffer 
themselres to be guided by circumstances, but 
fix for life upon a certain Standard, from which 
they will, on no account, depart. Self-preser- 
ration is the great law of nature ; when a rep- 
tile hurts us, or an animal of prey threatens 
US, we think no farlher, but cndeavour to an- 
nihilate, it. When my life, or what may be 
cssential to my life, requires the sacrifice of 
anotber, or ev^en if some passion, wholly un- 
conquerable, requires it, I should be a mad- 
man to hesitate. La Motte, I tbink I may 
confide in you, there are ways of doing* certain 
lhings,<you understand me. There are times, 
and circumstances, and opportunities,— yon 
comprehend my meaning." 

*'£xplain yourself, my lord." 

** Kind serrices that>-in sfaort there are Ser- 
vices, which excite all our gratitude, and which 
we can never think repaid. It is in your 
power to place me in such a Situation." 

'* Indeed ! my lord, name the means." 

*' I have already named them. This abbey 
well suits the piu*pose ; it is shut up from the 
eye of Observation ; any transaction may be 
concealed within its walls ; the hour of mid- 
night may witness th« d^, and the morn shall 
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not dawn to disciose it— these woods teil no 
tales. Ah ! La Motte, am I right in trustiog 
tbis business with you ; may I belieye yoa are 
desirous of serving me, and of preseiring' your- 
seif ?" The Marquis paused, and looked stead- 
fastly at La Motte, whose countenance was aU 
most concealed by the g^loom of evening. 

'* My lord, you may trust me in any ihing ; 
ex piain yourself more fully." 
_" What security will you give me for your 
faithfulness ?" 

*' My life, my lord ; is it not already in your 
power?" The Marquis hesitated, and then 
Said, *' To-morrow, about this time, I shall re- 
tum to the abbey, and will then expLÜn my 
meaning*, if, indeed, you shall not already have 
understood it« You, in the meantime, will 
consider your own powers of resolution, and 
be prepared either to adopt the purpose I shall 
sugg^est, or to declare you will not." La Motte 
made some confused rcply. **FarewelI, tili 
to-morrow," said the Marquis; ^^remember 
that freedom and affluence are now beforc 
you." He moved towards the äbbey, and 
mounting bis horse, rode off wirti bis attend- 
ants. La Motte walked slowly home, musing 
on the late conversation. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

^* Dancper, Wbote limbs of glant mould 
What mortal eye can fixedwhold f 
Who sulks bis round, a hidcoos fonn ! 
Hewling mmidtt tke midn^kt itorm / 
And wuh him tboiuand ptuuitomt ^oined, 
ffko »rompt le detds moauntd tht mtnd! 
On Wnom the ravenlng brood of Fatej 
Who Inp tbe blood of sorrow walt ; 
Who. ftäur ! this ghaftlr Iniin can tee, 
Aod look not madly wild like thee !" 

CoUim. 

The Marquis was punctual to the hour. La 
Motte receiycd him at the ^te, but hedeclin- 
ed enterin^, and said he preferred a walk in the 
forest, Thither, therefore, La Motte attended 
him. After somegeneralconversation, "Well,** 
said the Marquis, *^ have you considered what 
I said, and are you prepared to decide ?** 

** I have, my Lord, and will quickly decide, 
when you shall farther explain yourself. Till 
then I can form no resolution.** The Marquis 
appcared dissatisfied, and was a moment siient. 
" 18 it then possible,'* he at length resumed, 
" that you do not understand ? This ignorance 
is surely aifected. La Motte, I expect sinceri- 
ty. Teil me, therefore, is it necessary I should 
say more ?" 

" It is, my lord,** said La Motte, immediate- 
ly. ^* If you fear to confide in me freely, how 
can I fully accomplish your purpose ?** 

" Before I procced farther," said the Mar- 
quis, '< let me administer some oath which 
shall bind you to secrecy. But this is scarce- 
ly necessary ; for, could I even doübt your 
Word of honour, the remembrance of a certain 
transaction would point out to you the necessi- 
ty of being as siient yourself as you must wish 
me to be.** There was now a pause of silence^ 
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durin^ which both the M arqnis and La Motte 
betrayed some confusion. *' 1 think, La Motte,^ 
Said he, ** 1 haye ?iren you sufficient proof 
that I can be ^rateml : Ihe Services yon hare 
already rendered me with respect to Adelioe 
hare not been nnrewarded.^' 

" True, my lord, I am ever ^villing to ac- 
knowlege this, and am sorry it has not been in 
my power to serve you more effectualy. Your 
farther views respeeting her I am ready to as- 
sist.» 

" I ihank you— Adeline^ — tbe marquis he- 
sitated — " Adeline," rejoined La Motte, eager 
to anticipate bis wishes, " has beauty worthy 
of your pursuit. She has iospired a passion of 
which she ought to be proud, and, at any rate, 
she shall soon be yours« Her channs are wor« 
thy of "— 

" Yes, yes," interrupted tbe Marquis; " but*' 
— he paused — " But they have gjiven you too 
much trouble in the pnrsuit," said La Motte ; 
<^ and to be sure, my lord, it must be confessed 
they have ; but this trouble is all over — you 
may now consider her as your own." 

<' I would do so," said the Marquis, fixingan 
eye of eamest regard upon La Motte^** I 
would do so." 

*' Name your hour, my lord ; you shall not 
be interrupted. — Beauty, such as Adeline's'» — 

" Waten her close," interrupted the Mar- 
quis, *' and on no account suffer her to leave 
her apartment Where is she now ?" 

" Confined in her Chamber " 

" Very well. But I am impatient" 

" Name your time, my lord— to-morrow 
night" — 

« Tb-worroto night," said the Marquis — " to- 
morrow night. Do you understand me now ?" 

>' Yes, my Lord, this night, if you wish it so. 
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But bad y<m not better diainiss your senrants, 
and remain yourself in tbe forest. You know 
the door that opens upon tbe wood from the 
west tower. Come thitber about twel^e — 1 
wül be there to oondnct you to ber cbamber. 
Remember then, my lord, tbat to-nig'ht"— 

^* Adeline dies!" ioterrupted the Marquis, 
in a low voice scarcely human. '* Do you un- 
derstand me npw ?" — X^. Motte shrunk aghast 
— •* My lord P' 

«La Motte!" said the Marquis.^There 
was a silence of several minutes, in which La 
Motte endeavoured to reco^er bimself.— " Let 
me ask, my lord, the roeaning of this ?" said 
he, when be had breatb to speak. <' Why 
should von wish the death of Adeline — of Ade- 
line, whom so lately you loved ?" 

'^ Make no inquiries for my motive," said 
the Marquis ; " but it is as certain as that I 
ÜFe, that she you name must die. This is snf- 
ficient." The surprise of La Motte equalled 
bis horror. ^* The means are Tarious,** resum- 
ed the Marquis. « I could ha^e wisbed that 
no blood nught be spilt ; and there are drug^ 
sure and speedy in their effect, but they can- 
not be soon or safely proeured. I also wisb it 
over — it must be done quickly, this night." 

" This night, mv lord!" 

*^ Aye, this niffKt, La Motte ; if it is to be, 
wbv not soon ? Have you no convenient drug 
at band ?J* 

" Nene, my lord." 

" I feared to trust a third person, or I should 
have been provided," said tbe Marquis. <« As 
it is, take this poniard ; use it as occasion Op- 
fers, but be resolute. La Motte receired tbe 
poniard with a trembling band, and continued 
to gaze upop it for some time, scarcely know* 
ing wbat he did. ** Fut it up," said tbe Mar- 
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'< and endeavour to recoileot yottnelÜ*' 
[otte obeyed, but continued to muse in j 
e. J 

sair himself entang^led m the web which V 
rn crimes had woven* BeiDg in the pow- 
the Marquis, he knew he ittust either 
Qt to the commission of a deed, from the 
litj of which, d^raved as he was, he 
k m horror, or sacrifice fortune, freedom, 
bly life itself, to the refusal. He had 
led on by slow gradaüoDS from folly to 
tili he now saw before him an abyss of 
i^hich Startled even the conscience that 
gf had slnmbered. The means of retreat- 
ere desperate-oto proceed was equal- 

« 

en he considered the innocence, and the 

ssness of Adeline, her orphan State, her 

r affectionate conduct, and her confi- 

! in bis protection, bis heart melted with 

Lssion for the distress he liad already oc- 

led her, and shnink in terror from the 

le was nrged to commit. But when, on 

her hand, he contemplated the destnic- 

lat threatetted him from the vengeance 

Marquis, and then considered the adran- 

hat were offered him of favour, freedom» 

obably fortune. terror and temptation 

)uted to avercome the pleadings of hu- 

, and siience the Foice of conscience. 

State of tamultuous uncertainty he con- 

for some time silent, until the voice of 

irquis roused htm to a conviction of the 

ty of atleast appes^ing' to acquiesce in 

\grm. 

you hesitate?" said the Marquis.--- 
my lord, my resolotion is fixed— I will 
m. But methinks it would be better to 
doodshed. Strang^ secrets hare been 
d by"— 

D 2 
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« Ajre, buthovr avoid it?" intemipted the 
Marquis, — *' Poison I will not venture to pro- 
cure. I bare given you one sure instrument 
of deatb. You also may find it dan^erous to 
inquire for a drug. " La Motte perceived tbat 
he could not purchase poison witbout incur- 
rinr a disoovery mucb greater than tbat be 
wisbed to avoid. '' You are rij^t, my lord, 
and I will foUow your Orders implicitly." Tbe 
Marquis now proceeded, in broken sentences, 
to gire fartber directions concerning tbis 
dreadful scheme. 

** Inbersleep,*' saidbe, <<atniidnigbt; tbe 
famiiy will then be at rest." AAerwards tbey 
planned a story, wbicb was to account for ber 
disappearance, and by wbicb it was to seem 
tbat sbe bad sougbt an escape in conseqence of 
her aversion tp tbe addresses of tbe Marquis* 
Tbe doors of ber cbamber and of tbe west 
tower were to be left open to corroborate tbis 
account, and many ptber circumstances were 
to becontrived to confirm tbe suspicion. Tbey 
fartber consulted bow tbe Marquis was to be 
injformed of tbe eyent; and it was agreed tbat 
he sbould come as usual to tbe abbey on tbe 
followinff day. " To-night ihen^^ said tbe Mar- 
quis, " r may rely upon your resolution.^ 

*• You mav, my lord." 

*' Farewefl, tben, wben we meet agfain" — 

^'Wben we meet again,** said La Motte, 
<< it will be dooe." He foUowed tbe Marquis 
to tbe abbey, and baving seen bim mount bis 
horse, and wiabed bim a good-ni^bt, be retired 
to bis cbamber, wbere be sbut bunself ap. 

Adeline, meanwbile, in tbe solitude of her 

Srison» gare way to tbe despair wbicb ber con- 
ition inspired. Sbe tried to arrange her 
thougbts, and to ai^ue herself into some de* 
gree of resigoation ; but reflection, by repre- 
sentiog tbe past» and reason, by anticipatiog 



OF THE FOREST. 7Ö 

the futare, broug^ht before her mind tbe füll 
pictnre of her misfortunes, aud sbe sank in 
despÖDdencY. Of Theodore, who, by a con- 
duct so noble, faad testified bis attacbinent, and 
involred hknself in ruio, she tboueht with a 
degree of anguish infinitely supenor to any 
ehe had feit upon any other occasion. 

That theverv exertions which had deserred 
all her gratitude, and awakened all her tender- 
ness, efionld be the cause of bis destruction, 
was a circamstance so mach beyond the ordi- 
nary bounds .of misery, that her fortitude sunk 
at once before it. The idea of Theodore sof- 
fering— Theodore djing — was for ever present 
to her imagination, and frequently excluding 
the sense of her own dang^r, made her con- 
scioos only of bis. Sometimes the hope he had 

firen her of belog able to vindicate his con- 
nct, or at least to obtain a pardoo, would re- 
tum; but it was like the faiot beam of an 
April mom, transient and cbeerless. She knew 
that the Marquis, stang with jealousy, and ex- 
asperated to rerenge, would pursue bim with 
unrelenting malice. 

Against such an enemy what could Theo- 
dore oppose? Conscious rectitude would not 
avail bim to ward off the blow which disap- 
pointed passion and powerful pride directed. 
Her distress was considerably heightened by 
reflecting tbat no intelligence of him could 
reach her at tbe abbey, and that she must re- 
main, she knew not how long, in the most 
dreadful suspense concemin^ his fate. From 
the abbey sbe saw no possibility of escaping. 
She was a prisoner in a Chamber inclosed at 
erery avenue ; she had no opportunity of con- 
rersmg with any person who could tmord her 
even a chance of relief ; and sbe saw herseif 
condemned to await in passive silence the im- 
pending destiny, infinitely more dreadful to 
her Imagination than deatnritself. 
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Thus otrournstanced, she yielded to the 
pretsure of her misfortunes, and wouid sit for 
Jioun motionle88 aad given up to thought. 
"Theodore!" sbe would frequently exclaim, 
" you cannot hear my voice, you oannot üj to 
häp me; yourself a pri&oner, and in chaina." 
The picture was too horrid. The swellii^^ 
anguiah of her heart would subdae her utter- 
aiice— tears bathed her cheeks — ^and she be- 
came insensible to every thing but the misery 
of Theodore. 

On this evening her mind had been remark- 
ably tranquil; and as she watched from her 
Window, with a still and melancholy pleasnre, 
the setting sun, the fading- splenaour of the 
westem horizon, and the gpadual approach of 
Iwili^t, her thougbts bore her back to the 
time when, in happier circumstances, she had 
watched the same aippearanoes. She recol* 
lected also the evening of her temporary es- 
cape from the abbey, when from this saroe 
Window she had viewed the declining sun — 
how anxiously she had awaited the fall of twi- 
light — how mach she had endeavoured to an* 
ticipate the events of her future life-— with 
what trembling fear she had deseended from 
the tower, and veotured into the forest. These^ 
reflections produced others tbat filled her heart 
with ang^ish, and her eyes with tears. 

While she was lost in her melancholy reve- 
rie, she saw the Marquis mount bis horse, and 
depart from the gates. The sight of him re- 
▼lyed, in aU its force, a sense of thel^isory he 
inflicted on her beWed Theodore, and a con- 
sciousness of the evils wliich more immediate- 
ly threatened herseif. She withdrew from the 
Window in an agony of tears, which continuing 
for a considerable time, her frame was, at 
length, quite exhmisted, and she early retired 
to rest, 
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La Motte remained in hU chandier tili sup- 
per. obl%ed him to descend. At table bis wild 
and ha^^ard countenance, which, in spite of 
all his eadeavours, betrayed the disoraer of 
his imndt and his loD(f and freqaent fits of ab- 
Btraction, surorised as well as alanned Madame 
La Motte. Wben Peter left the room, sbe 
tenderhr inqaired what had dtstnrbed him, and 
he, i^lh a distorted smile, tried to be gaj, but 
the efibrt was beyond his art, and he qnickly 
relapsed into sileoce; or when Madame La 
Motte spoke, and be strove to conceal liie ab- 
tence oi hn thoughts, he answered so entirely 
from the purpose, that his abstraction became 
more apparent. Observing^ this, Madame La 
Motte appeared to take no notice of his pre- 
sent temper; and tbey continued to sit io un- 
int^rrupted silence tili the hour of rest, when 
they retired to their Chamber. 

La Motte lay in a State of disturbed watch- 
folness for some time, and his freqnent Starts 
awoke Madame, who, however, being^ pacified 
by some trifling excuse, soon went to sleep 
a^in. This agitation continued tili near mid- 
nigbt, when recollecling that the time was now 
passing in idle reflection which ought to be de« 
voted to action, he stole silently ^m his bed, 
wrapped himself in his oight^gown, and taking 
the lamp which burned nightly in his Chamber, 
passed up the spiral stairca^ As he went, 
he frequently looked back, ma often started 
and listened to the hoUow sighings of the blast. 

His hiind shook so violently, when he at- 
tempted to unlock the door of Adeline*s Cham- 
ber, that he was obliged to set the lamp on the 
gTonnd) and apply both his hands. Tne noise 
he made with tne key induced him to suppose 
he must hare awakened her; but when he 

Siened the^^loor, and perceired the stillness | 
at reigoedwithin, he ww convincedshe was } 
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asleep» Wben he approached tbe bed he 
heara her gently brealhe, and soon after sirh 
•—and he stopped; but silence returnin^, he 
again adraacea, and then heard her sin^ in her 
sleep. As he listened, he distin^uished some 
notes of a melancholy litüe air, which, in her 
happier days, she had often «wag to him. The 
low and moumful accent in which she notr 
uttered them expressed too well the tone of 
her mtnd. 

La Motte now stepped hastiljr towards the 
bed, when, breathing* a deep sigh, she was 
again silent. He undrew the curtain, and saw 
her lying in a profound sleep, her cheek, yet 
wet with tears, resting upon her a'rm. He 
stood a moment looking at her; and as he 
riewed her innocent and lovely countenance, 
pale in ^ef, the light of the lamp, which shone 
strong upon her eyes, awoke her, and, per- 
ceiving a man, she uttered a scream. Her 
recoUection returning', she knew him to be La 
Motte, and it instantly recurring to her that 
the Marquis was at band, she raised herseif in 
bed, and implored pity and protection. La 
Motte stood looking eagerly at her, but with* 
out replying. 

The wildness of bis looks, and the gloomy 
silence he preserved, increased her alarm, and 
with tears of terror she renewed her supplica- 
tion. * ' You Q^e saved me from destruction,'* 
cried she ; " (Wave me now ! Have pity upon 
me — I have no protector but you." 

«< What is it you fear ?" said La Motte, in a 
tone scarcely articulate.— '* O save me — ^sare 
me from the Marquis !'* 

*' Rise, then,'* said he, " and dress yourself 
quickly— I shall be back agfain in a few mi- 
nutes." He lighted a candle that stood on the 
table, and left the Chamber. A^pline imme- 
diately arose, and endeayoured to dress^ but 
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her thoughts were so bewildered that 
scärcely knew wbat she did, aod her wl 
firame so Tiolently agitated that it was with 
utmost difficiiltj s^ preserved herseif fi 
fainting. She threw her clothes hastily 
and then sat down to await the retnm of 
Motte. A considerable time elapsed, yet 
did not appear, and having iu rain endeavo 
ed to compose her spirits, the pain of suspe 
at leneth became so insupportable, that 
opened the door of her Chamber, and wen 
the top of the staircase to listen. She thou 
she heard roices below ; but, considering t 
if the Marquis was there, her appearance co 
oniy increase her danger, she checked 
Step 8he~had almost involuntarily taken to 
scend. Still she listened, and still tbought 
distingnished voices. 8oon after she heai 
door äut, and theo footsteps, and she hastei 
back to her Chamber. 

Near a quarter of an hour elasped, and 
Motte did not appear. When again 
thonght she heard a murmur of voices bei 
aod also passiog steps, end at leng^h her a 
iety not snffering her to remain in her room, 
inored througfa üte passag^ that commn nies 
with the Spiral staircase; but aJl was now s 
In a few moroents, however, a light flas 
across the hall, and La Motte appeared at 
door of the vaulted room. He looked np, a 
teeing Adeline In the gallery, beckoned he 
descend. 

She hesitated, and looked towards her cb: 
ber ; but La Motte nowapproached the sts 
and with fa&ering st^, she went to roeeti 
<t I £ear the Marquis nay see me," said i 
whispering; *' where is he?" La Motte I 
ber band, and lad heron, assariog her 8h«i 
naÜuJOK to fear irom the Marquis. The lj 
oesa of bis looks» howereri n^ the trem« 
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of his band, seemed to coDtradict tbis assu- 
rance, and she inquired whither he was lead- 
ing her. ^* To the forest,^ said La Motte, 
'' tbat you may escape from the abbey— o. 
horse waits for you witbout. I can sare you 
by no otber means." New terror seized her« 
She could scarcely believe that La Motte, who 
had hitherto conspired with the Marquis, and 
had so closely conüned her, should now himself 
undertake her escape, and she at this moment 
feit a dreadful presentiment, which it was im- 
possible to account for, that he was leading her 
out to murder her io the forest. Again shrink- 
ing- back, she supplicated his mercy. He as- 
sured her he meant only to protect her, and 
desired she would not waste time. 

Tigere was something in his manner that 
spoke sincerity, and ste suffered bim to con- 
duct her to a aide door that opened into the fo- 
rest, where she could just distinguish throuffh 
the gloom a man on borseback. This brou^t 
to her remembrance the night in wUcb she had 
quitted the tomb, wben tnisting to the person 
who appeared, she had been carried to the 
Marquis^s FiUa. La Motte called, and was an- 
swered by Petor, wbose yoice somewhat reas- 
sured Adeline. 

He then told her that the Marquis would re- 
turn to the abbey on the followiog morningf, 
and that this could be her only opportunity of 
escaping his designs ; that she might rely upon 
his (La Motte's) word, that Peter had Orders 
to carry her whereyer she chose ; but as he 
knew the Marquis wpuld be indefatigable in 
search of her, he adyised her by all means to 
leaye the kingdom, which she might do with 
Peter, wbo was a natiVe of Sayoy, and wonld 
conyey her to the house of his sister. There 
she might remain tilLLa Motte ^imself, wbo 
did not now think it would be safe to continue 
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much loaget in France, should ioia her. He 
entreated her, whatever might kappen, neyer 
to mention the erents which had passed at the 
abbey. '* To save jou, Adeline, I have risked 
my lue; do not increase my danger, and your 
own, by any unnecessary discoveries. We 
may neyer meet ag^n, but I hope yoti will be 
happy ; and remember, when voutnink of me, 
that I am not quite so bad as I have been tempt* 
ed to be." ^ 

Haying said this, he gfave her some money, 
which he told her would be necessary to defray 
the expenses of her joumey. Adeline could 
no long^T doubt bis sincerify, and her trans- 
ports of joy and gratitude would scarcely per- 
mit her to thank him. She wished to ha?e bid 
Madame La Motte farewell, and indeed eam- 
estly requested it ; but he a^in told her she 
had no time to lose, and havmg wrapped her 
in a large cloak, he lifled her upon tlke horse« 
She bade him adieu wiUi tears ofgratitude, and 
Feter set off as fast as the darkness would 
pennit. 

When they were got some way, <' I am glad 
with all my heart, ma'amsclle," said he, '< to 
see you again. Who> would have thought, af- 
ter all, that my master himself would have bid 
me take you away ! Well, to be sure, stränge 
things come to pass; but we shall have better 
luck this time." Adeline, not choosing to re- 

J>roacb him with the treachery of which she 
eared he had been formerly g[uilt v, thanked him 
for bis good wishes, and said she hoped they 
should be more fortunate. But Peter, in bis 
usual strain of eloquence, proceeded to unde- 
ceive her in this point, and to acquaint her 
with every circumstance which bis memory, 
and it was naturally a strong one, could fur- 
nish. 
Peter expressed such an artless mterp-" 
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her welfare, and such a concern for her disap- 
pointment, that she could oo loiig^r doubt his 
laithfulness: and this conridtion not only 
strenrthened her confidence in the present un- 
dertaktng', but made her listen to his oonversa- 
tion with kindness and pleasure. '* I should 
never have staid at the abbey tili this time,^^ 
Said he. " if I could have got away; but my 
master frig^htened me so about the Marq^uis, 
and I had not money enough to carry me mto 
my own country, so that I was forced to stay. 
It's well we have got some solid Jouis-d^ors now; 
for I question, ma'amselle, wbether the people 
on the road wonld have taken those trinkets 
you formerly talked of for D>oney." 

" Possibly not,** said Adcline ; " I am thank-' 
ful to Monsieur La Motte that we have more 
certain means of procurinff conveniences. 
What route shall you take wnen we leave the 
forest, Peter?" — ^Peter mentioned rery cor- 
rectly a g^^reat part of the road to Lyons i " and 
then," said he, ** we can easil^ get to Savoy, 
and that will be nothin^. My sister, God bless 
her ! I hope is living ; 1 have not seen her ma- 
ny a year, but if she is not, all the people will 
be glad to sec me, and you will easily get 2l 
lodg^g, ' ma*amselle, and every thing you 
want." 

Adeline resolved to go with him to Saroy. 
La Motte, who knew the character and de- 
signs of the Marquis, had adyised her to leave 
the kingdom, and had told her what her fears 
would hare suggested, that the Marouis would 
be indefati^ble in search of her. His motire 
for this adrice must be a desire of sers^ing her; 
why eise, when she was already in his power, 
should he remove her to aoother place, and 
even furnish her with money for the ezpenses 
of a joumey ? 

At Lcloncourt, where Feter said he was weU 



OF THE FOREST. 83 

• 

known, ehe would be most likely to mect with 
protection and comfort, even shoold bis sister 
De dead ; and its distance and solitary sitnation 
were circumstances that pleased her. These 
reflections would have pointed out to her the 
prudence of proceeding to Savoy, had she been 
less destitute of resources in France ; in her 
present Situation they prored it to be neces- 
sary. 

She inquired farther concemingf the reute 
they were to take, and whether Peter was suf- 
ficiently acquainted with the road — " When 
once 1 g^et to Theirs, I know it well enough," 
Said Peter, '* for I bare ^oae it man? a time 
in my younger days, and any body will teil us 
the way there." They travelled for several 
bours in darkness and silence, and it was not 
tili they emerged from the forest that Adelioe 
saw the moming* lig^ht streak the eastem clouds. 
The sight cheered and revived her ; and as she 
travelled silently along, her mind rerolyed the 
events of the past night, and meditated plans 
for the future. The present kindness of La 
Motte appeared so very difierent from bis for- 
mer conduct, that it astonished and perplexed 
her, and she could only account for it by at- 
tributing it to one of those sudden impulses of 
humanity wHfcb sometimes operate even upon 
ihe most.deprared hearts. 

But when she recoUected bis former words, 
'* that he was notmasterof himself," she could 
scarcely believe that mere pity could induce 
bim to break the bonds which had hitherto so 
strongly held him ; and then (u>nsidering the 
altera conduct of the Marquis, she was in- 
clined to think that she ow^ her liberty to 
some cban^ in bis sentiments towards her; 
yet the advice La Motte had g^ven her to quit 
the kingdom, and the money with whicb be 
bad supplied her for that purpose, seemed to 
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Gootr^ict tbis*opiDioDy and inyolved her again 
in doubU 

Peter oow got directions to Theirs, which 
place they reacbed witbout any accident, and 
tbere stopped to refresh tliemselves. As soon 
as Peter tbought tbe horse sufficientlj rested, 
they affaia set ibrward, and from the rieh plains 
of the iLyonnois, Adeline, for tbe first time, 
caught a view of the distant Alps, whose ina- 
jestic heads» seemioff to prop the yault of hea- 
ven, fiUed her mind witb sublime emoüoDs. 

In a few hours they reacbed the yale in which 
Stands the citv of Lyons, whose beautiful en- 
virons, studdca witb yiUas, and rieh with col- 
tiration, witlidrew Adeline from the roelancho- 
ly conteroplation of her own circiunstances, 
and her more painful anxlety for Theodore. 

Wben they reacbed that busy city, her first. 
care was to inquire conceming the passage of 
the Rhone ; bnt she forbore to make these in- 
quiries of the people of tbe inn, considering 
that, if the Marquis should trace her thither, 
they roight enable him to pursue her route. 
She, thereforc, sent Peter to the quays to hire 
a boat, while sbe herseif took a slight repast, 
it being her intention to embark immediately. 
Peter presently retumed, hayio^ engaged a 
boat and men to take them up t£e Rhone to 
the nearest part of Sayoy, from whence they 
were to proceed by land to the village of Le- 
loocourt. 

Haying taken some refreshment, she ordered 
him to oooduct her to the yessel. A new and 
striking scene presented itself io Adeline, who 
looked with surprise upon the river, gay with 
yessels, and the quay crowded with busy i^es, 
and feit tbe contrast which the cheerful ob- 
jects around bore to herseif; to her, an orphan, 
desolate, and helpless, and flying from perse- 
cution and her country. She spoke with the 
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master of the boat, aod hariog sent Peter back 
to the inn for the horee, ( La Motte's gift to 
Peter in lieu of somearrears of wages,) they 
embarked. 

As they slowlj passed up the Rhone, whose 
steep banks, crowned with mountains, exhibit* 
ed the most various, wild, aod romantic scene- 
ry, Adeline sat in a pensive reverie. The no* 
velty of the scene, throug'h which she floated, 
now frowning^ with sayage grandeur, and now 
smiling in fertility, and g-ay with towns and 
villag'es, soothed her mind, and her sorrow gra- 
dually softened into a g^entle and not uapleas- 
ing* melancholy. She had seated herseif at 
the head of the boat, where she watched its 
sides cleave the swift stream, and listened to 
the dashing" of the waters. 

The boat, slowly opposing the current, pass- 
ed along for some hours, and at length the veil 
of evening was stretched over the landscape. 
The weather was fine, and Adeline, regardless 
of the dews that now feil, remained in the open 
air, observing the objectsdarkened round her, 
the gay tints of the horizon fade away, and the 
Stars gradually appear, trembling upon the 
lucid mirror of the waters. The scen^ was 
now sank in deep shadow, and the silence of the 
hour was broken enly by the measnred dash- 
ing of the oars, and now and theo by the voice 
of Peter speaking to the beatmen. Adeline 
sat lost in tnonght : the fork>mness of her cir- 
cumstances came heightened to her Imagina- 
tion. 

She saw herseif surrounded by the darkness 
and stillness of night, in a stränge place, 'far 
distant from ahy n'iends, going, she scaroely 
knew whither, under the gui£[nce of stran« 
gers, and pursued, perhaps, by an tnveterate 
enemy. Sne pictured to herseif the rage of 
the Marqnis, now that he had discorered her 
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flig^t, and though she knew it yery unlikely he 
should follow her by water, for which reason 
she had chosen that manner of traFelling, she 
trembled at the portrait her fancv drew. Her 
thou^hts then wandered to the plan she should 
adopt after reaching Sayoy ; and much as her 
experience had prejudiced her ag^nst the 
manners of ia convent, she saw no place more 
likely to afibrd her a proper asylum. At leng^h 
she retired to the little cabin for a few hours 
repose. 

She awoke with the dawn, and her mind be- 
ing too much disturbed to sleep again, she rose 
and watched the gradual approach of day. Ab 
she mused« she expressed the feelings of the 
moment in the followiog 

80NI7ET. 

Horn*8 beamiog' eyes at length undose, 

Aqü wake the bliutaes of the rase. 

That all night lonfoppressed wlth dews, 

iUid veUed in cbilfing shade its hues, 

Keclined forloro, the languid head. 

And »adly sought iu parent bed ; 
Wannth froqi her ray the trembling flower derlveS| 
And, sweetly blaching through its tears, revives. 

**Morn*8 beaming eyesat lengfth uncloae,'* 

And melt the tears that bend the rose ; 

But can thelr charms sapiiress the sigh, 

Or chase the tear from sorrow's «ye ! 

Can all tbeir lustrous Ught impart 

One ray of peace to sorrow's beart ? 
Ah ! no — ^their fires her faintine soul oppress«-, 
£ve's pensive shades more sootne her meek distress \ 

When Adeline leftthe abbey, La Motte had 
remained for some time at the gate listeningto 
the Steps of the horse that carried her, tili the 
sound was lost in distance ; he then tumed into 
the hall with a lightness of heart to which he 
had long been a stranger. The satisfaction of 
having tbus preserved her, as he hoped, firom 
the designs of the Marquis, overcame for a 
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nf hile all sense of the danger in which tUU step 
must involve him. But when he retorned en- 
tirely to his own Situation, the terrora of the 
Marquis's resentment Struck their füll force 
upoD his xnind, and he considered how he mig^ht 
best escape it. 

it was now past midnif^t-^the Marquis was 
expected earl^ on the foilowing day ; and in 
this interval, it at first appeared probable to 
bim that he might quit the forest« There was 
only one horse ; but he considered whether it 
would be best lo set off immediately for Au- 
boine, where a carriage might be procured to 
convey his faxnily and his moveables from the 
abbey, or quietly to await the arrival of the 
Marquis, and eoäeayour to impose upon him 
by afor^^d story of Adelioe's escape. 

The time- which must elapse belbre a car- 
riage could reach the abbey would leave him 
Bcarcely sufficient to escape from the forest ; 
what rooney he bad remainmg from the Mar«» 
quis's bount> woüld not carry him far ; and 
when it was expended, he must probably be at 
a loss for subsistence, should he not before 
theo be detected. By remaining at the abbey, 
it would appear that he was uncooscious of de> 
serving the Marquis's resentment, and though 
he could not expect to. impress a belief upon 
him that his oraers haid been executed, he 
might make it appear that Peter only bad been 
accessory to the escape of Adeline ; an ac- 
tuunt, which would seem the more probable» 
from Peter's bavinebeen forinerly detected in 
a similar scheme. He believed also that if the 
Marquis should threaten to deliver him into 
the hands of justice, he might save himself by 
a menace of disclosing the crime he had com- 
raissioned him to perpetrate. 
^ Thu8 aii^ing, La Motte rcsolved to remam 
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at the abbey, and await the erent of tbe Mar- 
quis's disappointment. 

When the Marquis did arrive, and was in- 
formed of Adeline^s fiight, the streng work- 
ings of bis soul, which appeit^«d in bis counte- 
nance, for awhile alarmed and terrified La 
Motte. He cursed bimself and her in terms of 
Buch coarseness and vehemence, as La Motte 
was astonished to hear from a man whose 
fnanners were g'enerally amiable, whate^er 
mig^ht be the violence and criminalit^bf bis 
passions. To invent and express tbese terms 
seemed to give bim not only reiief but delight ; 
yet he appeared more shocked at tbe circom- 
stances of her escape, than exasperated at the 
carelessness of La Motte, and recoUecting' at 
lengüi that he wastod time, he lek the abbey, 
and dispatcked several of bis servants in pur- 
suit of her. 

When be was g[one, La Motte beliering hie 
Story bad succeeaed, returned to the pleasure 
of considering that he had done bis duty, and 
to tbe hope that Adeline was now beyond the 
reach of pursuit. This calm was of short con- 
tinuance. In a few hours the Marquis return- 
ed accompanied by the officers of justice. The 
afirigbted La Motte, perceiving him approacb, 
endeavoured to conceal himself, but was seiz- 
ed and carried to the Marquis, wbo drew him 
aside. 

'* I am not to be imposed upon,'* said be, 
<* by such a superficial story as you have in> 
vented ; you know your life is in my hands ; 
teil me mstantly where you have seereted 
Adeline^ or I will charge you with the crime 
you have committed against me; but, vpon 
vour disclosing the place of her concealraent, 
I will dismiss the omcers, and if you wish it, 
assist you to leate the kingdom. x ou h«re bo 
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time to hesitate, and may know that I wUl not 
be trified with." La Motte attempted to ap- 
pease the Marquis, and affirmed tnat Adelinc 
was really fled ne Imew not whither. <' You 
will remember, my lord, that jroar character 
h also in my power ; and that, if you proceed 
to extremlties, you will compel me to rereal in 
the face of day that you would have made me 
a murderer." 

** And who will believe you ?" said the Mar- 
quia. ^ '* The crimes that banished you from 
Society will be no testimonj of your yeracit^, 
and that with which I now cbai^ge you, will 
bring with it a sufficient presumption that your 
accusation is malicious. Officers, ^ your 
duty.*' 

They entered the room, and seized La Motte, 
whom terror dow depriFed of all the power of 
resistance, could resistance have availed him, 
and in the perturbation of bis mind he inform- 
cd the Marquis that Adeline had taken the 
road to Lyons. This discovery, however, was 
made too late to serve himself ; the Marquis 
seized the advantage it offered, but the chai^e 
had been eiven, and with the anguish of know« 
ing that be hsid exposed Adeline to danger 
without benefiting himself, La Motte submitted 
in silence to bis täte. Scarcely allowing bim 
time to collect what little effects might be ea- 
sily carried with bim, the officers conveyed hitoi 
from the abbey ; but the Marquis, in consider- 
ation of the extreme distress of Madame La 
Motte, directed one of bis serrants to procure 
a carriage from Auboine, that she might follow 
her hushand. 

The Marquis, in the meantime, now a&- 
quainted with the route Adeline had taken, 
sent forwaid bis faithful valet to trace her to 
her place of concealment, and retum imme- 
diateiy with intelÜgence to the rilla. 

Vol. ii. E 
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Abandoned to despair, La Motte and bis 
wife qnitted the forest of Foatangville, wbich 
had for so many months afTorded them an asy- 
lum, and embarked once more upon the tu- 
multuous World, wbere justice would meet La 
Motte in the form of destruction. They had 
entered the forest as a refiige, rendered neces- 
sary b^ the former crimes of La Motte, and for 
90ine time found in it the security they soug^ht ; 
but other ofTences, for e^en in toat sequester- 
ed spet there happened to be teroptation, soon 
succeeded, and bis life, already sufficiently 
marked by the punishment of vice, now affora« 
ed bim another instance of this ^eat truth, 
'* Ths4iKfhere g^ilt is, there peaoe cannot 
enter." 



CHAPTER XVL 

*' Hail '. awful scene«, tfaat calm the troubled breast, 
And woo tbe weary to prQfound repose.*' 

BeeUtu» 

Adeline, meanwhile, and Peter, proceeded 
on their voyag>e without any accident,and land- 
ed in Sayoy, vrhere Peter placed her upon the 
. horse, and hiraself walked beside her. When 
he came wilhin sight of fais natiye monntains, 
his extravag>ant joy bnrst forth into frequent 
exclamations, and he would often ask Adeline, 
if she had emer seen such hilU in France. 
** NOf no,^' Said he, *^ the hüls there are very 
well for French hills, but ^ey are not to be 
named on the same day with ours.** Adeline, 
lost in admiration of the astonishing and tre- 
mendous scenery around her, assented very 
warmly to the truth of Peter's assertion, which 
encouraged bim to expatiate morelaigely upoa 
tke >aAruii9gf» Df his country ; its disadFan- < 
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liLa^es he totally forgot; and though he gare 
away his last sous to the children of the pea- 
santiy that ran barefooted by the side of the 
horse, he spoke of nothing^ but the happioe&£ 
and coBteut of the inhabitants. 

His native village, indeed, was an exceptioii 
to the g'eneral character of the country, and 
to the usual elFects of an arbitrary govem- 
in«nt ; it was floucishing, healihy, and happy : 
and these advantages it chiefly owed to the ac- 
tiTity and attention of the benevolent clergy- 
man whose eure it was. 

Adeline^ who now began to feel the effects 
of long anxiety and fati^ue, much wished to 
arrive at the end of her joumey,. and inquired 
impatiently of Peter concernii^g it. Her spi- 
rits, thus weakened, the ..gloomy grandeur of 
the %cenes which had so lately aws^ened emo- 
tions of delightful sublimity, now awed her into 
terror ; she trembled at the sound of the tor- 
rents rolling among tlie clifTs and thundering 
in the vale below, and shrunk from the view 
of the precipices, which sometimes overhung 
the road, and at others appeared beneath it. 
Fatigued as she was, she frequently dismount- 
ed to climb on foot the steep ^inty road, which 
she feared to travel on horsebac^. 

The day was now closiqg when they drew 
near a viila^e at the foot of the Savoy Alps, 
and the sun in all bis evening splendour, now 
sinking behind their summits, threw a fareweU 
.igleam athwart the landscape, so soft and glow- 
ing as drew from Adäline, l^nguid as she was, 
^n exclamation of rapture. 

The romantic Situation of the rillage next 

.attracted her uotice. It ßtood at the foot of 

several stupepdous mountains, which formed 

a chain round a lake at some little distance, 

«.and the woods, that swept from the summits, 

^almost embosomed the village. The Uke, jjm- 
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raffled by the lichtest air, refilected the vennil 
tints of the horizon with the sublime scenerv 
on its borders, darkening every instant with 
the falün^twilij^ht. 

When reter perceived the village, he burst 
into a shout of joy. <* Thank Gcra,^' said he, 
" we are near home; there is my dear natire 
place. Jt looks just as it did twenty years ago, 
and there are the same old trees growroe 
round our cottage yonder, and the huge rocK 
that rises abo v e it. My poolr father died there, 
ma'amselle. Pray beaven my sister be alive ; 
it is a long while since I saw her.^ Adeline 
listened with a melancboly pleasure to these 
artless expressions of Peter, who in retracing 
the scenes of bis former days, seemed to live 
them over again. As they approached th^ vil- 
lage, he continued to point out various objects 
of bis remembrance. '^ And there too is the 
good pastor's chateau ; look, ma^amselle, that 
whitebouse, with Üie smoke curling, that Stands 
on the edge of the lake yonder. I wonder 
whether he is alive yet. He was not old when 
1 left the place, and as much beloved a^ ever 
man was, but death spares nobody l" 

They had by tbis time reached the village, 
which was extremely neat, though it did not 

Eromise much accommodation. Peter had 
ardly advanced ten steps before he was ac- 
costed by some of bis old acquaintance, who 
shook hands, and seemeä not to know how to 
part with him. He inquired for bis sister, and 
was told she was alive and well. As they 
passed on, so many of bis old friends flocked 
round him, that Adeline became quite weary 
of the delay. Many whom he hau left in the 
vigour of life were'now tottering under the in- 
firmities of age, while their sons and daughters, 
whom he had known only in the playfulness of 
iniancy, were grown from bis remembrance, 
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and ia tbe pride of jouth. At lengih thej ap- 
proached the cottag^o, a^^d were met by bis sis- 
ter, who hayiQg heard of bis arrival, came and 
welcomed bim witb unfeigfned joy. 

On seeingf 'Adeline, sbe seemed snrprtsed, 
but assisted her to aligbt, and conducang her 
into a small but neat cottage, received ber 
witb a warmth of ready kindness whicb woold 
bave g^raced a better Situation. Adeline de- 
sired to speak witb ber alone, for tbe room 
was now crowded witb Peter's fViends, and 
tben acquainting ber witb sucb particulars of 
ber circumstances as it was necessary to com- 
municate, desired to know, if sbe comd be ac- 
commodated witb lodging in tbe cottag^e. 
*^ Yes, ma'amselle," said tbe good woman, 
*< sucb as it is ^ou are beartily welcome. I am 
onlv sorrv it is not better. But you seem il), 
maVmselle ; wbat sball 1 get you ?^' 

Adeline, who bad been long struffgling witb 
fatig^e and indisposition, now yielded to tbetr 

Eressure. Sbe said sbe was, mdeed, ill ; but 
oped tbat rest would restore ber, and desired 
a bed migbt be immediately prepared. Tbe 
good woman went out to obev ber, and soon 
retuming, sbowed her to a littie cabin, wbere . 
sbe retired to a bed, wbose cleanliness was its 
only recommendation. 

tiut, notwitbstanding ber fatigue, sbe could 
Bot sleep, and ber mind, in spite of all ber ef- 
forts, retumed to tbe scmies tbat were passed, 
or presented gloomy and imperfect visions of 
tbe future. 

Tbe difference betvreen ber own condition 
and tbat of other persons, educated as sbe bad 
been, Struck her forcibly, and sbe wept. 
" Tbey," said sbe, « bare tfieuds and relations, 
aU striying to savc tbem, not only from wbat 
may hurt, but wbat may displease uiem ; watcb- 
ing, not onlj for tbeir present safety, but f"'- 
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their füture advantage, and prerenting thent 
even from injuring' themselves. But during* 
itij whole life I have never known a friend ; 
have been in g'eneral surrounded bj enemies, 
and very seldom exempt from sume circum- 
stance either of danger or calamity. Yet 
surely I am not born to be for erer wretched ; 
the time will come when" — She began to think 
she migbt one time bc bappy ; bat recollecting' 
the desperate Situation of Theodpre. " No," 
Said she, " I can never hope even for peace ?" 

Early the following moming the good woman 
of the house came to inquire bow she had rest- 
cd, and found she had siept little, and was much 
worse than on the preceding night. The un- 
easiness of her mind contributed to heightea 
the feverish Symptoms that attended her, and 
in the course of the day her disorder began to 
assume a serious aspect. She observed its* 
progress with composure, resrgning herseif to 
the will of God, and feeling little to re^ret in' 
life. Her kind hostess did every thing in her 
power to relieve her, and there was neitber 
physician nor apothecary in the rillage, so that . 
nature was deprived of none of her advantages. 
NotwHhstanding this, the disorder rapidly in- 
creased, and on the third day from its first at- 
tack she became delirions ; after which she 
sunk into a state of stupefactibn. 

How long she remained in this deplorable 
conditioh she knew not; but, on recovering 
her senses, she found herseif in an^apartment 
very different from any she remembered. It 
was spacious and almost beautiful, the bed and 
every thing' around being in one style of ele- 
gant simplieity. For some minutes she lay in 
a trance of sarpnse,'endeavouring to recollect 
her scattered ideas of the past, and almost 
fearing to move, lest the pleasmg visions should 
i^aiusb from her eyes. 
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A't lengthshe ventured to raise henelf, when 
she presenily heard a soft voice speaking^ iiear 
her, and the bed curtain on one side was gent- 
\j undrawn by a beautiful girl. As she leaned 
j(orward over the bed, and, with a smile of 
mingled tendemess and joy, inquired of her 
patient how she did, Adeline gazed in silent 
admiration upon the most interesting counte- 
Bance she bad ever eeen, in which the expres- 
sion of sweetness, united with lively sense and 
refinemeut, was chastened by simplicity. 

Adeline at length recollected herseif suffi- 
ciently to tbank her kind inquirer, and begged 
to know to whom she was obliged, and where 
she was ? The lovely girl pressed her band, 
*' *Tis we who arc oblig-ed," said she. ** Oh ! 
how I rejoicQ to find you have recovered your 
reeollection." She said no more» bat flew to 
Üie door of the apartment and disappeared. 
In a few minutes she returned with an elderly 
lady, who^ approacbing the bed with an air of 
tender interest, asked conceming the state of 
Adeline ; to which the latter replied, as well 
as the agitation of her spirits would pennit, 
and repeate^ her desire of knowing to whom 
she was so greatly obliged. *' You shall know 
that hereafter,^' said the lady ; '* at present be 
assured that you are with those who will think 
their care much overpaid by your recovery ; 
subout, tlierefore, to eveiy thing that ma^r con- 
duce to it, and consent to be kept as quiet as 
possible.** 

Adeline gratefully, smiled, and bowed her 
head in silent assent. The lady now quitted 
the room for a medicine ; having given which 
to Adeline, the curtain was closed, and she 
was lefl to repose. But her thoughts were too 
busy to suffer her to profit by the opportunity. 
Sbe contemplated the past, and yiewed the 
present, and when she compared them, the 
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contrast strack her with astomshment. The 
whole appeared like one of those sadden trän* 
sitions 80 frequently in dreams, in which we 
pass from grief and despair, we know not how, 
to comfbrt and delighU 

Yet she looked forward to the future wittt a 
trembling anxiety, that threatened to retard 
her recovery, and wbich, wben she remember- 
ed the words of her generous benefactora, she 
endeavoured to suppress. Had she better 
known the disposition of the persona in whose 
house she now was, her anxiety, as ftur as it 
regarded herseif, must in a great measurahate 
been done away ; for La Luc, its owner, was 
one of those rare characters to whom misfor- 
tune seldom looks in vain, and whose native 
goodness, confirmed by principle, is uniform 
and unassuming in its acts. The foQowinff 
little pictuce of Eis doroestic lifo, bis family and 
his manners, will more folly illustrate bis oha- 
racter. It was drawn from the life, and its ex*- 
actness will, it is boped, compensate for its 
length. 

THE FAMILT OF LA LUC. 

« Bat half mankind, like Haadel's fool, destroy, 
Throttffh nge and ienorence^ the sindn of joy ; 
Irregmarly wild their passions roll 
Through nature's finest instrament, the aottl ; 
White men of sense. with Handel's happter tkill, 
CorrMit the taste and harmonize the wul ; 
Teaeh iheir affections, like his ootes, lo flow, 
Nor raised too hig^h, nar ever suuk too low ; 
Tili ev'ry vlrtue, measured and refined, 
As fits the coDcert of the master mlnd, 
Melts in its kindred sounds, and pours along 
Th* accordiag music of the inond song." 

CoMthmme, 

In the village of Leloncourt, celebrated for 
iti picturesque Situation at the foot of the Sa* 
roy Alps, llved Amaud L» Luc, a clergymao, 
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4eseended from aii ancient .ßtraily of Fraoce, 
wbose decayed fortunes occaaioued them to 
aeek a retreat in Switzerland, in an age when 
ihe violence of civil oommotlon seidoQ Bpared 
the conqnered. He was minister of the yil- 
IftjKe, ana eqnally toved for the piety and bene- 
▼olence of l|»e Christian, as respeoted for the 
dig^nity and elerntion of &e phiUwopher. His 
was the philoscwhy of natnre, directed by 
common sense. He despised the jai«on of the 
jftaodetn schools and tiiie briUiant tmufdities 
of Systems, which have dazzled withoat en» 
ligfatenin^, and gvided withoat convincing 
tSeir disciples. 

His mind was penetrating ; his news exten-» 
sive ; and his Systems, like his religion, were 
simple, rational, and sublime. The people of 
bis parishiooked up to him as to a fatner ; lör, 
.while l|is psecepts directed tbeir miods, bis ex- 
ample tonched theirhearts. 

In eaiily youth La Lvc lost a wife, wbqm he 
tenderly lored. This event threw a tincture 
of soft and ipterestin^ melaacholy over bis 
.character, which ramained when time had mel- 
lowed the remembrance that occasioned it. 
Philosophy had stren^ened, not bavdened, 
bis heart ; it enabled bim to resist the presmre 
of s^ffliction, rather tban to overcome it. 

Calamity tapgbt bim to feel witb peouliar 

jiympati^ the distresses of others. His inconie 

•from the parisb was small, and what remained 

from the divided and reduced est^tes of bis 

•fuicestors, did notmuch incre^«e it; out t|K)Ug^ 

he could Qot always relieve tbe necessities of 

the indigent, bis tender pity and boly conrer- 

.sation seldom &iled in administering.consol^* 

tion to the n^eptal sufferer. Ön tnese occa- 

-sions the.sweet and exquisite emotions of hu 

Jieart bare often indnced bim to say* that 

."cpuld the voli^ptnainr bc onoe sen^'' 
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these feelings, he wo^ld never after forego thdr 
luxury of doing g^od." — *' Ignoraace of tnic 
pleasure»" he would say, ** more freqxiently 
than teqpptation to that which is fälse, leads to 
vice." 

La Luc had one son and a daughter, who 
were too young, when their mother died, ta 
lament their loss. He lored Ihem with pecu- 
liar tendemess-, as the children of her whom he 
nerer ceased to' deplore ; it was for some time 
his sole amusement to obsenre the gradual un- 
folding of their infant minds, and to bend thenv 
to yirtue. His was the deep and sYlent sorrow 
of the heart ; his complaints he never obtrud- 
ed upon others, and very seldom did he even 
mention his wife. His grief was too sacred 
for the eye of the vulgär. Often he retired to 
the deep solitude of the mountains, and amid 
their solemn and tremendous scenery would 
brood over the remembrance of times pasty 
and resign himself to the luxury of grief. On 
his return from these little excursions he wasr 
always more placid and contented. A sweet 
tranquiUity, which arose almost to happiness, 
was diffused over his mind, and his manners 
were more than usually benevolent. As he 
gazed on his children, and fondly kissed them, 
a tear jrould sometimes steal into his eye, but 
it was a tear of tenderre^et, unmingled with 
the darker qualities of sorrow, and was most 
precious to his heart. 

On the death of his wife he r^ceived into bis 
house a maiden sister, a sensible worthy wq- 
man, who was deeply interested in the happi« 
ness ef her brother. Her afiectionate atten- 
tion and }udicious conduct anticipated the ef- 
feot ef time in softening the poignancy of his 
distress^ imd her unremitted care of his chil- 
^ren^ while it proved the goodnesa of her own 
heart; t^tstched her more closely tb his. 
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it was with ioexpressible pleasure äiat he 
-traced in th^nfant features of Clara tfae re^ 
«emblance of ner mother. The same g'entle- 
Aess of maniier, and the same sweetness of dis- 
positioD, soon displayed themselves, and as she 
^rew up, her actions frequcntly reminded him 
so stronglj^ of bis lost wife, as to fix him in re- 
Teries which absorbed all bis soul. 

Engaged in the duties of his parisb, the edu- 
xsation of his children, and in philosophic re- 
search, his years passed in tranquillity. The 
-teoder melancholy with which affliction had 
tinctured his mind was, by long" indulgence, 
become dear to him, and he would not bare re- 
jinquished it for the bricht est dream of airy 
happiness. Wben any passing incident dis*- 
turbed him, he retired for consolation to tbe 
idea of her he so faithfully, loved, and yielding; 
.to a gentle, and, what the world would call, a 
romantic sadness, gradually reassumed bis 
xsomposure. This was the secret luxury to 
which he withdrew from temporary disappointr 
ment— the solitary enjoyment which dissipated 
the cloud of care, and blunted the sting of 
rexation — 'Which elevated bis mind aboye this 
World, and opened to iiis view the sublimity of 
another. 

Tbe spot he now inhabited, the surronnding 
scenery, the roraantic beauties of tbe neigh- 
bouring walks, were dear to La Luc, for they 
band once been loved by Clara; they had been« 
the scenes of her tenderness, and of his hap- 
piness. 

His chateau stood on the borders of a smaU 
Jake that ivas almost enyironed by mountains 
of stupendous height, which, sboQting u^to a 
^ariety of grotesque forms, composed a scene* 
ry singularly solemn and sublime. Dark woods 
iatermingled with hold projections of rock, 
öPtneti^ie^ harren, apd^ometimcs covered with 
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the par|)fe> blootti of wild flowers, ittpended 
over the )&fce, and were seen ii^e dear mir- 
ror of tts waters. T&e wild ana alpine heights 
which rose aböve, were either crowned witb 
perpetaal snows, or eJtftibited tremendou« 
crag« and masse^ of solid rock, whose appear-^ 
ance was continuall^ changing a» the ravs of 
lig^t were variottsly reflected on their surtace, 
and whose summits were often wraot in im- 
penetrable mists. Sorae cottages and hamlets, 
scattered on the margin of the lake, or seated 
in picture&que points of view on the rocks 
abore, were the only objects that reminded the 
beholder of humanitj. 

On the side of the lake, nearly opposite to 
the chateau, the mountains receded, and a long 
chain of Alps wer^ seen stretching in perspee- 
tive. Their innumerable tints and shades, 
some veiled in blue raists, some tiaged with 
rieh purple« and others glittering in partikt 
light4 ga^^c luxnrionä and magical colouring to 
tbe-Bcene. 

The chateau was not laige, but it was con- 
venient, and was characterised. by an airof 
elegant simplicity and good oider. The en- 
trance was a small hall, which, openin^ by a 
glass door into the g^rden, afforded a Yiew of 
the lake, with the magnificentscenery exhibit- 
ed on its bordeiTi. On the left of the haXL was 
La Luc*8 study, where he usUally passed his 
momings ; and adjoining was a small room fit^ 
ted up with chymical apparatus, astronomical 
instruments, and other implements of scienee. 
On the right was the famüy parlour, and be«- 
hind it a room which belokigläd exelusively to 
Madame La Luc. Here Were deposited vari- 
pus medicines and botanioal distdlaiticn», to- 
gether with the apparatus for prepariur Ütem. 
From tfais room the whole viU^re was liberally 
supj^ied with physical Komfort ; for i4» was tiie 
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pride of Madame to beKere hendf skilfül in 
reiieviog tbe disorden of her ne^hboun. 

Behiim the ohateau rose atuftoTpines, and 
in fxoat a genüe decfivttv, coreredwith ver- 
dulre and nowers, extend»9 to tbe lake, whose 
waters flovred eiren witb the g^rass, and gai^ 
freshness to the acacias that waredoverits 
surface. Ftoifering shrubs, intermingled with 
inonn^n ash, cypress, and ever-green oak, 
marked the bomidary'of the garden. 

At the retunk of spring' it was Ciara's care to 
direct the yonng^ shootnjjf the plants, to nurse 
the bndding flowers, and tosheiter them with the 
' lüxuriant branches of the shrubs trook the cold 
blaste that desoended from the moantaini. In 
sumnifer she üsually rose with the sun, and vi- 
sited her favourite flbwers while the dew yet 
hmigf gUttering on their leaves. The fresh- 
nc88 of early day, with the glowing colouring 
which then touched the scenery, gave a pure 
and exqmsite delig^t to her innocent faeart. 
Born amid the scenes of ^prandeur and subUim- 
ty, ahe had ouiefady imbibed a taste for their 
channa, which .taste was heisfhtened by the in- 
tfuenee of a wann Imagination. To view the 
smi rasHig above the Alps, tinging their snowy 
heads wi|h licht, and suddeniy dartinghisrays 
over the whm face of nature-^to see the fiery 
splendour of the elonds reflected in the lake 
below, and the roseate tints first steal upoo tbe 
roeks tfbove, were among the earliest pleasnres 
of whichrClairawaasitseeptible. From being 
delighted with the observance of natore, she 
grew pleased with seeing her finely imitated^i 
and soon displaved a taste for poetry and paint- 
iog. When she was about sucteen, she often 
seSaeted from her father^s library those of tbe 
Italiaa poeCa moat celebrated for picturesque 
beanty» and would apend the firsthojirsof nwm- 
ing in reading them under the shade of the 
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acacias that bordered the lake. Here too she 
would often attempt rüde sketches of the sur- 
roandin^ scenery, and at len^h, by repeated 
efibrts, assisted by some instructioa from her 
brother, she succeeded so well as to produce 
twelye drawingcs in crayon, which wcre judg- 
ed worthy of decora^ing the parlour of the 
chateau. 

Young La Luc played the flute, and she lis- 
tened to him with exquisite delight, particular- 
ly when he stood on the raarrin of the lake, 
under her beloved ^acias. Her voice was 
sweet and flexible, tAOugh not strong, and she 
soon leamed to modulafe it to the instrument. 
She knew nothing of the intricaoies of execu- 
tion ; her airs were simple, and her style equal- 
ly so ; but she soon gaye them a touching ex* 
pression, inspired by the sensibility of her 
heart, which seldora left those of her hearers 
iinaflected. 

It was the happiness of La Luc to see bis 
children happy, and in one of his excursions tcf 
Geneva, wnither he went to visit some rela- 
tions of his late wife, he bought Claras lute. 
She received it with more gratttude than she 
.could express ; and, haying learned one air, 
ehe hastened to her favourite acacias, and f^ay- 
ed it again and again, tili she foigot every 
thing besides. Her little domestic duties, her 
books, her drawing, even the hour which her 
father dedicated to her improrement, when she 
met her brother in the library, and with him 
partook of knowledge, even this hour pass^ 
unheeded by. La Luc suflfered it to pass. 
Madame was displeased that her niece neglect- 
ed her domestic duties, and wished tareprove 
her, but La Luc begged she would benilent. 
*' Let experience teach her her error," ^said 
he ; ^< precept seldom brii^ ponriction to 
young miüdß." 
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Madame objectod, thaWexperience wass 
slow teacher. '' It is a sure one," replied La: 
Luc, ^^ aad is not nnfrequentlv tbe quiekest of 
all teachers ; when it caonot I^ad us into seri» 
ous erä, it is well to trust to it.^ 

The second day passed with Clara as the 
first, and the third as the second. She could 
nowplay sereral tunes; she came to her fa- 
ther, and repeated wbat she had leamt. 

At Bupper the creRoi was not dressed, and 
there was no fruit on the table. La Lnc in- 
quired the reason ; Clara recoUected it, and 
blushed. She observed that her brother was 
absent, bat nothiug was said. Towards the 
conclusion of the repast he appeared; bis 
Gountenance expressed imusnal satisfaction, 
bat he seated hunself in sdence. Clara in- 
quired what had detained bim from supper, 
and learnt that he had been to a sick family is 
the neighbourhood with the weekly allowance 
which her father gaye them. La Luc had in- 
trusted the care of this iamily to bis daug^hter, 
and it was her duty to have carried them their 
little allowance on the preceding day, but she 
had forgotten every thing but music. 

** How did you find the woman ?" said La 
Luc to bis son. " Worse, Sir," he replied, 
«( for her medicines had not been regularly 
giren, and-Üie children had had little or no 
food to-day." 

Clara was shocked. **No food to^da^!" 
said she to herseif, *^ and I have been playing 
aU d^ on my lute, under the acacias by the 
. lake l'' Her father did not seem to observe her 
emotion, but turned to bis son. '* I left he» 
better,'' said the latter ; *< the medicines I car- 
ried eased her pain, and I had the pleasure of 
seeing her ohddren make a joyful supper«'' 

Clara, perhaps for the first time in her hfe, 
enfied um bis pleasure ; her heart was fulM 
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and sbe sat «Heut. 4t No fiiod to->dfty ;" Uiought 
«she. 9 

She retired pensWely to her Chamber. The 
sireet serenkj with v^hich ehe asually went.to 
rest was Famshed, for she conld no longer re- 
flect on tiie paat day with satisfaction. 

'* What a pity»" said she, ^* that what is so 
pleasing should he the cause of so much «paia ! 
This lute is my dolight, and my terment!'' 
'This reflection occasioned hcr-muofa iatemal 
debate, \mi before she coald come to any reso- 
Nation upoB 4he poiiit in question she feU 
asleep. 

She awoke very eaidy Üie^oext momine» aad 
impatieatly watched the prpgpress of the dawD. 
The sun at leng^ appearing, she arose, and, 
determiniog to make all Üie atonement in her 
power for her former neglect, haatened to the 
cottage. 

Here she remained,a considerable time, aad 
when she returaed to.tiie c^ateau her counte- 
nance had recoT^«d .all its nsual serenity. 
She resolved, howefer, not to touch her^nte 
that day. 

Till the hour of breakfast she busied herseif 
in bioding up the flowers, and proniiw the 
shoots that were too Ipaniriant, and ahe at 
iength faund herseif, she searcely knew bow, 
beneath her beloved acacias by the side of the 
Jake. '< Ah !^ said she, with a sigh, «< how 
«weetly would the song I leamed yesterday, 
sound now over the waters P* Bat she remem- 
>ered her determination, and checked the Step 
she was iayoluntardy taking towards tiie ^a> 
■teau. 

She attended her father in 'the library attiie 
tusual hour, and learned, from hts discourse 
with her brother on what had been read Üie 
two preceding days, that she -^ad lost much 
.entertaining knoT^ledge. HShe requ^ted h«^ 
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fatber would infoitn htrio wiiattiuBConvena- 
tioiij^luded ; but he calmly replied, that she 
pieKred another amusement at the time when 
tfae subject was discusaed, and miut therefore 
coQtent henelf with ignorance. 

*^ Would jaa reap the rewards of study from 
the amusements of idleness," said he, '* leam 
to be reaaonable—do not expect to unite in- 
coDsistencies.^ 

Clara feit the justneas of tlus rebnke, and 
remembered her Inte. ^'What mischiefbas 
it occasioned !" sig^hed sbe. '* Tes, I am de- 
tennined not to touch it all this day. I will 
prcnre that I am able to control my inclinations 
when I see it necessary so to do. Thns resolv- 
iagy sbe applied heraelf to study with more 
than nsual assidnity. 

Sbe adbered to ber resolution, and towards 
the dose of day went into the ^arden to amuse 
henelf. The eyening was sttll and uncom- 
monly beautifuL Nothing was heard but the 
faint shivering of the leaves, which returned 
but at interval8> making silence more solemn, 
and the distant murmurs of the torrents that 
roUed among the clifk, As sbe stood by the 
lake, and watched the sun slowly ainking be- 
lo;w the Alps, whose'summits were tinged with 
gold and purple ; as sbe saw the last rays of 
light gleam upon the waters, wfaose surface 
was not curled by the ligbtest air, sbe sighed, 
'' Oh ! how enchanting would be the sound of 
my lute at this moment, on this spot, and when 
erery tbing is so still aronnd me !** 

The temptation was too poweHul for the re- 
solution of Clara ; sbe ran to the chateau, re- 
turned witii the Instrument to her dear acacias, 
and beneath tbeir shade contmued to p}>yj^ 
the sumranding objects <aded in darkness from 
her sjgbt. Bat the moon arose, and, sheddmg 



>05 THE ROMANCE 

sk trembling^ lustra on tbe lake, made the scene^ 
more capüiratiii|F than ever. ^ 

It was impossiole to quit so delightful a spot ; 
Clara repeated her faFOurite airs again and 
again. The beauty of tbe hour awakened all 
her g«Dius ; she never played with such ex- 
pression before, and she listened with increaa- 
lag rapture to the tones as they languished' 
oyer ine waters, and died away ob the distant 
air. She was perfecüy enchaoted. *' No — 
nothing was ever so dehghtful as to plaj on the- 
lute beneath her acacias, on the margm of the 
lake by moonlight !^' 

When she returned to the chateau, supper 
was orer. La Luc had observed Clara, and 
would not suffer her to be interrupted. 

When the enthusiasm of the hour was pass- 
ed, she recoUected that she had broken her re- 
solution, and the reflection gave her pain. *^ I 
prided myself on Controlling my inclinations," 
Said she, " and I have weakly yielded to their 
direction. But what eiril have I incurred by 
indulging them this erening ? I have neglect- 
ed no duty, for I had none to perform, Of 
what then have I to accuse myself? It would 
have been absurd to have kept my resolution^. 
and denied myself a pleasure when thereap- 
peared no reason for tnis self-deniaL" 

She paused, not quite satisfied with this rea- 
soning. Suddenly resuming her inquiry, '^ Bat 
how,^ Said she, " am I certain that I should 
have resisted my inclinations if there had been 
a reason for opposing them ? If the poor fa- 
mily whom I neglected yesterday had been un- 
»upplied to-day, I fear I shoald again have for- 
gotten them while I played on my lute on the 
banks of the lake.^' 

She then recoUected all that her father had 
at different ttmes said on the subject of self- 
command, and she feit some pain. 
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" Wo," Said she, " if I do not consider that 
fo peeseire a resolution, which I hare oDce 
solemnly formed, is a sufficient reason to con- 
trol my inclinatioDs, I fear no other motive 
woald lon^ restrain me. I seriously determin- 
ed not to touch my lute^this whole day, and I' 
hare broken my resolution. To-morrow, per- 
baps, I may be tempted to negi&ct some duty, 
for I have discorered that I cannot rely on my 
own pnidence. Since I cannot conqner temp^ 
tation, I will fly from it." 

On tbe followin^ momin^ she bronght her 
hite to La Luc, and begg-ed he would receive 
it again, and at least keep it tili she had taught 
her inclinatibns to submit to control. 

The heart of La Luc swelled as she spoke. 
" No, Clara,^' said he, ^< it is unnecessary that 
I shonld receive your lute ; the sacrifice you 
wotild make pfoves you worthy of mj confi- 
dence. Take back the instrurnent ; smce you 
haye sufficient resolution to resign it when it 
leads you from dut}[, 1 doubt not that tou will 
be able to control its inflnence now that ii is- 
restored to you." 

Clara feit a degree of pleasure and pride at 
these words, such as she nad never b'efore ex- 
perienced ; but she^tbought that to deserve|the 
commendation they bestowed, it was necessary 
to complete the sacrifice she had begun. In 
the virtuous enthusiasm of the moment the de- 
Hgbts of music were for^otten in those of as- 
piring to well eamed praise, and when she re* 
fused the lute thus onered, she was conscious 
only of exquisite sensations. ** Dear Sir," 
said she, tears of pleasure swelling in her eyes, 
♦* allow me to deserve the praises yon bestow, 
and then I sliall indeed be happy." 

La Luc tiwught she had never resembled 
her mother so much as at tbis instant, and ten- 
derly kissing her, he for some moments wept 
in suence. When he was able to speak, « Yr 
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do already deserve my praises/' Bald he, " and 
I restore ycrarlttteas a reward for the conduct 
vbich excites them." This scene called back 
recoUj^ctioDs too tender for the heartof La Luc, 
. and giving Clara the Instrument, he abruptly 
quitted the room. 

La Luc's son, a Touth of much promise, was 
desijped by his fatner for the church, and had 
received from him an excellent education, 
which, howeyer, it was thought necessary he 
should finish at a univeraity. That of Ge- 
neva was fixed upon by La Luc. His scheme 
had been to make his son not a scholar oniy ; 
he was ambitious that he should also be envia- 
ble as a man. From early infancy he had ac- 
customed him to hardihood and endurance, 
and as he advanced in youth, he. encourag«d 
him in manly exercises, and acquainted bim 
with the useiul arts as well as with abstract 
scienoe. 

He was high spirited and ardent m his tem- 
per, but his heart was gen^rous and affection- 
ate. He looked forward to Geneva, and to 
the new world it would disclose, with the san- 
g[uine expectations of youth ; and in the de- 
hght of tnese expectations was absorbed the 
regrei he would otherwise have feit at a Sepa- 
ration from his family. 

A brother of the late Madame La Luc, who 
was by birth an Enelish woman, resided at Ge- 
neva with his family. To have been related 
to fais wife was a sufficient claim upon the 
heart of La Luc, and he had, therefore, al- 
ways kept up an intercourse with Mr. Audley, 
though the difference in their characters and 
manner of tlnnking would never permit this 
association to advance into friendship. La 
Luc now wrote to him, signifyin&an intention 
pf sending his son to Geneva, andrecommend- 
ing him to hia Caie ; to this letter Mr. Audle j ^ 
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retamed a friendlj answer, and a short time 
aUer an acquaintance of La Luc'« beinj^ call- 
ed to Genera, he determined that hu soa 
should accompany liim. The Separation was 
painful to La Luc, and ahnest insapportable to 
Clara. Madaime was g^eved, and took care 
that he should have a sufficient quantitj of 
medicines put in his trayelling trunK ; she was 
also at some pains to point out their virtues ; 
and the different compiaints for which they 
were requisite ; but she was carefui to deUver 
her lecture during the absence of her brother. 

La Luc, with his daug^hter, accompanied his 
son on hoTseback to the next town, which was 
about eirht miles from Leioncourt, and there 
ag^in eiuorcing all the adrice he had fonnerly 
given him respecting bis conduct and pursuits, 
and again yielding to the tender weakness of 
the father, he bade him farewell. Clara wept« 
and feit more sorrow at this parting than occa- 
sion could justify ; but this was almost the first 
time she had known grief, and she artlessly 
yielded to its influence. 

La Luc and Clara trayelied pensively back, 
and the day was closing when tney came with- 
in Tiew of the lake, and soon after of the cha- 
teau. Never had it appeared gloomy tili now ; 
but now Clara wandered forlomly through* 
every deserted apartment where she had been 
accustomed to see her brother, and recollected 
a thousand little circnmstances, which, had he 
been present, she would haye thought imma- 
terial, but on which Imagination now stamped 
a yalue. The garden, the scenes around, all 
wore a melancholy aspect, and it was long ere 
they resumed their natural character, and 
Chira recoyered her yiyacity. 

Near four years had elapsed since this Sepa- 
ration, when one eyening, as Madame La Luc 
and her niece were sitting at work together in 
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the parlour, a g^ood wotnan in the neig^hbour- 
hooa desired to be admitted. She came to ask 
for some medicines, and the advice of Madame 
JLtB. Luc. " Here is a sad accident happened 
at our house, Madame ;" said she, '< I am eure 
my heart aches for the young creature."— - 
Madame La Luc desired she would explain 
herself, and the woman proceeded to say, that 
her brother Feter, whom she had not seen for 
so many years, was arrived, and had brought 
a youqg lady to ber cottage, whom she rerily 
believed was.dying. She described her disor- 
der, and acquainted Madame with what par- 
ticulars of her mournful story Peter had re- 
iated, failing not to exaggerate such as her 
compassion for the unhappy stranger and her 
love of the marvellous prompted. 

The account appeared a yery extraordinary 
one to Madame ; but pity for the foriorn con- 
dition of the jroung 8uff<^;^r induced her to in- 
quire farther into the a^air. *' Do let me go 
to her, Madame," said Clara, who had been 
listening with ready compassion to the poor 
woman^s narrative : '^ do suffer me to go — she 
must want comforts, and I wish much to sec 
how she is.^' Madame asked some farther 
questions concemiog her disorder, and then 
*taking off her spectacles, she rose from her 
«hair, and said she would go herseif. Clara 
desired to accompany her. They put on their 
iiats, and foUowed the good woman to the cot- 
tage, where in a very small close room, od % 
miserable bed, lay Adeline, pale, emaciated, 
and unoonscious of all around her. Madame 
tumed to the woman, and asked how long she 
iiad been in tbis way, while Clara went up'to 
the bed, and taking the almost lifeless band 
that lay on the auilt, looked anxiously in her 
iace. *<She ooserves nothing," said she, 
- ** poor creatare l I wish she was at the . cha- 
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-teau, she would be better accommodated, and 
I couid nurse her there." The woman told Ma- 
dame La Luc, that the youDg lady had lain in 
that State for several hours. Madame ex- 
amined her pulse, and shook her head. '' This 
room is very close,'' said she — " Very dose, 
indeed," cried Clara, eagerly; "surely »he 
would be better at the ohateau, if she could be 
moved." 

" We will see about that," said her aunt 
*^ In the meantime let me speak to Peter ; it is 
some years since I saw him." She went to the 
outer room, and the woman ran out of the cot- 
ta^e to lodk for him. When she was gone, 
•^*' This is a miserable babitation for the poor 
stranger," «aid Clara ; " she will never be well 
here : do, Madame, let her be carried to our 
4iouse ; I am sure my father would wish it. 
Besides, there 4s something in her features, 
«ven inanimate as they now are, that preju- 
■dices me in her favouri'' 

" Shall I ne?.er persuade you to give up that 
romantic notion ef judging people by their 
■iaces P^ said her aunt. ^' What sort of a face 
she has, is of very littie consequence — ^her 
condition is lamentable, and I am desirous of 
altering it ; but 1 wish first to aak Feter a few 
questions conceming her/' 

'*Thank you, my dear aunt," %^ Clara; 
<<8he will be removed then." IVfliame La 
Luc wa» going to replyt but Peter|||pw en- 
tered, and expressing great joy.at seemg her 
again, inquired how Monsieur La Luc and 
Clara did. Clara immediately welcomed ho- 
nest I^eter to bis native place, and he retumed 
•her salutation.with many expressions of sur- 
prise at findin^ her so much grofwn. '* Though 
'I bare so ouen dandled you in «ly arms» 
«na^amselle, I should nerer have known you 
. a^gaio. YouDg twigs shoot fast^ as tbey say«" 
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Madame La Luc now inquired into the par- 
tioalan of Adeline's story, and heard as rnnch 
as Peter knew of it, being only that bis late 
master found her in a yery distresaed Bitnatkniy 
and that he had hiinBeiri}rou^ht her from the 
abbey to sare her from a French Marquis. 
The simplicity of Peter's manner ffould not 
suffer her to question bis veracity, though 
some of the circamstances he rehited excited 
all her surprise, and awakened all her pity. 
Tears frequently stood in Clara's eyes dtirin^ 
the course of bis narrative, and when he con- 
cluded, she said, ^* Dear Madame, I am sure 
when my father leams the bistory of this un- 
happy younff woman, he will not refuse to be 
a parent to her, and I fnll be her siater.^ 

" She deserves it all,*' said Peter, <* for she 
is yery g^ood indeed.'* * He then proceeded in 
a strain of praise, which was very unustial 
with bim. ^' I will go home and consult my 
brother about her,^ said Madame La Luc, 
nsing ; <* she certainly onght to be removed to 
a more airy room. The chateau is so near, 
that I think she may be carried thither with- 
out much risk.*' 

^^Hearen bloss you! Madame,^ cried Pe- 
ter, rubbing bis hands, *' for your goodness to 
my poor young lady." 

La Ltt^ad just returned from bis evening 
walk wina they reached the chateau. Ma- 
dame 4H him where she had been, and relat- 
ed the histoiy of Adeline and her present con- 
dition, " By all means have her removed hi- 
ther," said La Luc, whose eyes bore testimony 
to the tendemess of bis heart '' She can be 
better attended to here than in Susanns cot- 
tage." 

** I knew you would say so, my dear fatiier,'' 
said Clara : /' I will go and order the green bed 
to be prepared for her.'' 
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<< Be patient, niece,^' said madame La Luc ; 
'' there is no occasion for such haste : Bome 
things are to be considered first ; but yon are 
yottD^ aod Fomantic.'^ La Luc smiled. ** The 
evemn^ is now closed," resumed madame; 
*^ it wUI, therefore, be dangeroua to remove 
her before moming. Early to-morrew a room 
shall be ^t ready, and she shall be broueht 
bere : in the meantime, I wül go and make 
HD a medicine« which I hope may be of Ser- 
vice to her." Clara reluctantly assented to 
Ibis delay, and madame La Luc retired to her 
cleset*. 

Oq the following moroing^, > Adeline, wrap- 
ped in hlankets, and sheltered as much as pos- 
sible from the air, was brought to the chateau, 
where the good La^^iuc desired she might have 
every attention paid her, and where Clara 
watched over her with unceasing anxiety and 
teaderness. She remained in a State of torpor 
during the greater part of the day , but towurds 
evening she breathed more freely ; and Clara, 
who stul watched by her bed, had at length 
the pleasure of perceiving that her senses 
were restored. It was at this moment that 
she found herseif in the Situation from which 
we ha^e digressed to eive this account of the 
venerable La Luc and bis family. The read- 
er will find that his virtues jtnd bis friendsbip 
to ^deline deserred this notice. 
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CÖAPTER XVII. 

" Still Fancy, to herseif uokind, 
Awakes to grief the softened mind, 
And points tbe blefding friend." 

Chitins. 

AdeL^ve, asslsted hy a fine Constitution, 
and^ the kind attentions of her new friends, 
was, Id a little more than a week, so much re- 
covered as tö leave her Chamber. She was 
iotroduced to La Luc, whorn she met with 
tears of gratitude, and thanked for his good^ 
ness in a manner so warm, yet so artless, as 
interested him still more in her favour. Dur- 
ing the progress of her rÄovery, the sweet- 
ness of her behaviour had entirely won the 
heart of Clara, and greatly interested that of 
her aunt, whose reports of Adeline, together 
with the praises bestowed by Clara, had ex- 
cited both esteem and curiosity in tbe breast 
of La Luc ; and he now met her with an ex- 
pression of benignity which spoke peace and 
comibrt to her heart. She had acquainted 
madame La Luc with such particulars of her 
Story, as Peter, either through ignorance or 
inattention, had not communicated, suppress- 
.jng only, through -e false delicacy, perhaps, an 
acknowledgment of her attachment to Theo- 
dore. These circumstances were repeated to 
La Luc, who, ever sensible to the sunerings of 
others, was particularly interested by the sin* 
gular roisfortunes of Adel ine. 

Near a fortnight had elapsed since her re- 
inoval to the chateau, wh«» one morning La 
Luc desired to speak with her alone. She fol- 
lowed bim into nis study, and theo in a manner 
the most delicate, he told her, that as he found 



OF THE FOREST. • 115 

sbe was so unfortanate in her fatber, he de- 
sired she woald henceforth consider bim as 
her parent, and bis house as her home. ** Yoa 
and Clara shall be equally my daughters,*' 
continued be ; "I am rieb in haring' such 
cbiidren." Tbe strong emotions of surprise 
and gratitude for some time kept Adeline si- 
Icnt. " Do not tbank me,'' said La Luc ; " I 
know all yon would say, and I know also tbat 
I am doing my duty. I tbank God tbat my 
duty and my pleasures are generally in uni- 
son.*' Adeline wiped away the tears wbicb 
bis goodness bad excited, and was going to 
speak : but La Luc pressed her band, and, 
tuming away to conceal bis emotion, walked 
out of tbe room. 

Adeline was now considered as a part of tbe 
family, and in tbe parental kindness of La 
Luc, the sisterly afiection of Clara, and tbe 
steady and uniform regard of madame, sbe 
would have been happy as sbe was thankful, 
bad not unceasing anxiety for the fate of Theo- 
dore, of wbom in tbis solitude she was less 
likely than ever to bear, corroded her heart, 
and embittered every moment of reflection. 
Eren when sleep obliterated for awbile the 
memory of the past, bis image frequently arose 
to her fancy, accompanied by all the exagge- 
rations of terror. She saw bim in chains, and 
struggling in the grasp of ruffians, or saw him 
led, amidst tbe dreadful prepsu-ations for exe- 
cution, into tbe field : sbe saw tbe ^oUy of 
bis look, and beard bim repeat her name in 
frantic accents, tili tbe horrors of tbe scene 
overcarae her, and sbe awoke. 

A similarity of taste and character attached 
her to Clara, yet the misery tbat preyed upon 
her heart was of a nature too delicate to be 
spoken of, and sbe nerer mentioned« Theodore 
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€ven to her friend. Her illoess had yet left 
her weak and languid, and Ihe perpetual anx- 
iety of her mind contributed to prolong this 
State. She cndeavoured, by stroog, and al* 
most coDtinual eifbrts, to abstract her thoug^hts 
from their mournful subject, and was ollen 
successful. La Luc had an excellent library^ 
and the instruction it offered at once gratified 
her love of knowledge, and withdrew her mind 
•from painful rccollections. His conversation, 
too, aiforded her another refuge from misery. 

But her chief amusement was to wander 
among tlie sublime scenery of the adjacent 
country, sometimes with Clara, Ihough often 
with HO other companion than a book. There 
were, indeed, times when the conversation of 
her friend imposed a painful restraint, and, 
when given up to refilection, she would ram- 
ble alone through scenes, whose solitary gran- 
deur assisted and sootbed the melanclioly of 
herheart. Here she would retrace all the 
conduct of her beloved Theodore, and endea- 
vour to recoUect his exact countetiatice, ^is 
air and manner. Now she would weep at the 
remembrance, and then suddenly consider that 
he had perhaps already suffered an ignomi- 
nious death for her sake, even in coosequence 
of the very action which had proved his love, 
a dreadful despair would seize her, and arrest- 
ing her tears, would threaten to bear down 
cvery barrier that fortitude and reason could 
oppose. 

Fearing' longer to tnist her own thougfats, 
she would hurry home, and by a desperate ef- 
fort would try to lose, in the conversation oi 
La Luc, the remembrance of the past. Her 
melaocholy, when he observed it, La Luc at- 
tributed to a sense of the cruel treatment she 
k^d rece\ye4 from her fatber ; a circumstance 



OF THE FOREST. 117 

which, by exciting bis compassion, endeared 
her more strongly to bis beaK ; while tbat love 
of rational conversation, wbicb in ber caimer 
hours so frequently appeared, opened to bim a 
new source of aniusement in tbe cultiration of 
a mind eager for knowiedge, and susceptible 
of all tbe energies of genius. Sbe found a 
melancboly pleasure in üstening to tbe soft 
tones of Clara's lute, and woald often sootbe 
ber mind by attemptiog to repeat tbe airs sbe 
heard. 

Tbe gentleness of ber manners, partaking 
so mucb oftbat pensive character wbicb mark- 
ed La Luc^s, was sootbing to bis beart, and 
tinctured bis behaviour witb a degree of ten- 
demess tbat imparted comfort to ber, and 
gradually won ber entire confidence and af- 
fection. Sbe saw witb extreme concern tbe 
declining State of bis bealtb, and united ber 
efibrts witb tbose of tbe family to amuse and 
revive bim. 

Tbe pleasing society of wbicb sbe partook« 
and tbe quietness of tbe country^ at lengtb 
restored ber mind to a State of tolerable com- 
posure. Sbe was now acquainted witb all tbe 
wild walks of tbe neighbouring mountains, 
and, never tired of viewing tbeir astonisbing 
scenery, sbe often indulged lierself in travers- 
ing alone tbeir unfrequented patbs, wbere now 
and tben a peasant from a neigbbouring vi!- 
läge was all tbat interrupted tbe profound so- 
Htude. Sbe generally took witb ber a book, 
tbst, if sbe perceived ber tliotigbts inclined to 
fix on tl^e one subject of ber gnef, sbe migbt 
force tbem to a subject less dan^erous to her 
peace.- Sbe had become a tolerable proficient 
in En^isb wbile at tbe convent wbere sbe rc- 
ceived ber education, and tbe instniction of 
La Luc, whK) was well acqiiainted* witb tbe 
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language, now senred to perfect lier. He was 
partial to the Eaglish ; he admired their cha- 
racter, and the Constitution of their laws, and 
his library contained a coUection of their best 
aathors, particularly of their philosophers and 
poets. Adeline found that no species of writ- 
m^ had power so effectually to withdraw her 
mind from the contemplation of its own mise- 
ry, as the higher kinds of poetry, and in these 
her taste soon taucht her to distinguish the 
superiority of the £nglish from that of the 
French. The genius of the language, more, 
perhaps, than the genius of the people, if, in- 
deed, the distinction may be allowed, occasion- 
ed this. 

She frequently took a volume of Shakspeare 
or Milton, and, haying gained somefwiJd emi- 
nence, woiild seat herseif beoeath the pines, 
whose low murmurs soothed her heart, and 
conspired with the visions of the poet to lull 
her to forgetfulness of grief. 

One evening, when Clara was engaged at 
home, Adeline wandered alone to a favourite 
spot among the rocks that bordered the lake. 
It was au eminence which commanded an en- 
tire view of the lake, and of the stupendous 
mountains that environed it. A few ragged 
thorns ffrew from the precipice berieath, which 
descended perpendicularly to the water^s edge^ 
and above rose a thick wood of larch, pine, 
and fir, intermingled with some chestnut and 
raountain ash. The evening was fine, and the 
air so still, that it scarcely waved the light 
leaves of the trees around, or rimpled Uie 
broad expanse of the waters below. *Adeline 
gazed on the scene with a kind of still rajpture, 
and watched the sun sinking amid a crunson 
glow, which tinted the bosom of the lake and 
tne snowy heads of the distant Alps. The de- 
lig^ht which the scenery inspired 
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f* Sootbed each pBt of paision into peace, 
AU butthe swellro^of the softened heart, 
Tbat waken, not disturb, the tranquil mindl" 

was now heightened by the tones of a FrencL 
hom, and, lookin^ on the lake, she perceived 
at some distance a pleasure boat. As it was 
a spectacle rather uncommoa in this solitude, 
she concluded the boat contained a party of 
foreigners corae to view the wonderftil scene- 
ry of the country, or perhaps of Genevois who 
ciiose to amase themselves on a lake as grand, 
though much less extensive than their own ; 
and the latter conjecture was probably just. 

As she listened to the mellow aod enchant- 
ing tönes of the hörn, which gradually sunk 
away in distance, the scene appeared more 
loveiy than before, and Unding it impossible to 
forbeaf attemptiog to paint in laoguage what 
was so beautiful in reality, she composed the 
following 

STA!«ZAS. 

How smoöth that lake expanda ita ample breast ! 

Where smiles in softened glow Ihe sumnier sky : 
How vast the rocks Ifaat o'er its surface rest ! 

llow wild the scenes its winding shores supply ! 

Now down the westeru steep slow sinks the sun, 
Afkd paints with yeltow gfleara the tufted woods ; 

While here the mouctain-»hddowS) broad and dun, 
Sweep o*er the crystal mirror of the floods. 

Mark how his splendoar tips with partial Hgfht 
Those shattered battlenienis ! that on the brow 

Ofyon bold [»romoDtory burst to stght 
Fvom Q'er the woods tbat darkly spread beloWi 

In the soft blusfa of lights^s reflected power, 
The ridgy rock, the woods that crown its ateep, 

The Ulttmlned bättlement and darker tower, 
Oq thesmoqth ^-aTC iq irpmblio^beaii^y sleep. 



120 THE ROMAMCfi 

But lo <lie tun recalls bis fervid ray, 
And cold and dim the wat'ry visions fall } 

Wbile o*er yon cU/T, whose pointed crags dcca.r^ 
Mild Eveiüng draws her thin emparpkd veh .' 

How sweet thaf strain of melancholy boni ! 

That floaU along the stowly-ebbiiig wave, 
And, up the far receding- mountains borne, 

Retams a dying close irom Ecbo's cave ! 

Hail ! sbadowy furms of still, expressive Eve ! 

Yoar pensive graees steallng on my heart^ 
Bid all the fine-atturtcd emotions live, 

And fancy aU her loveliest dreaAis impart. 

La Luc observin^ bow much Adeline was 
charmed with the features of the country, 
and desirous of amusing her melancholy, 
which, notwithstanding her efforts, was oilen 
too apparent, wished to show her other scenes 
than tnose to which her walks wcre circum- 
scribed. He proposed a party on horseback 
to take a nearer view of the felaciers ; to at- 
tempt their ascent was a difficulty and fatigue 
to which neither La Luc, in his present State 
of health, nor Adelioe, were 9(][ual. She had 
not been accustomed to ride smgle, and the 
mountainous road they were to pass made ex- 
periment rather dangerous ; but she conceal- 
ed her fears, and they were not sufficient to 
make her wish to forego an enjoyment such as 
Was now offered her. 

The following" day was fixed for this excur- 
sion. La Luc and his party arose at an early 
hour, and hafing taken aslight breakfast, they 
sat out towards the Glacier of Montanvert, 
which lay at a few leagues distance. Peter 
carried a small basket of provisions ; an^ it 
was their plan to dilie on some pleasant spot in 
the open air. 

It IS unnecessary to describe the high en- 
thusiasm of Adehne, the more complacent 
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pleasure of La Luc, änd the transports of Cla- 
ra, as the scenes of this romantic country 
shifted to their eyes. Now frownin^ in dark 
and gloomy grandeur, it exhibited only tre- 
mendous rocks, and Cataracta rolling from the 
heights into some deep and narrow valley, 
along which . their uoited waters roared and 
foamed, and burst away to regions inaccessi- 
ble to mortal foot: and now the scene arose 
lessfiercely wild; 

" The pomp of groves and garoiture of fields" 

were intermingled with the rüder features of 
natnre, and while the snöw froze on the sum- 
mit of the mountain, the Tine blushed at its 
foot.. 

Engaged in interesting conversation, and by 
the admiration which the country excited, they 
travelled on'till noon, when they looked round 
for a pleasant spot where they might rest and 
take refreshment. At some little distance they 
perceived the ruins of a fabric which had once 
been a castle ; it stood almost on a point of 
rock that overhung a deep valley; and its 
broken turfets, rising from among the woods 
that embosomed it, heightened the pictu- 
resque beauty of the öbject. 

The edifice invited curiosity, and the shades 
repose — La Luc and his party adranced. 

» Deep Struck with awe, they marked tfae dorne o'erthrown 
Where once the beauty bloomed, the wanior shone: 
They saw the casilt^i iDouldering towers decayed, 
The VxMt stone totteriug o'er the tremUing shade." 

They seated thems^es on the grass under 
the shade of some high trees near the ruins. 
An opening in the w<x)d3 aiforded a view of the 
distant Alps— the deep silence of solitude 
reiffned. For some time they werc lost in 

F 5 
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meditalioD. Adeline feit a sweet complacen- 
cy, such as she had long been a stranger to. 
Looking at La Luc, she perceived a tear steal- 
ing dowa his cheek, while the elevation of his 
mind was stranglj expressed on his counte- 
nance. He turned on Clara his eyes, which 
were now filled with tendemess, and made an 
effort to recover himself. 

<^The stillness and total seclusion of ihis 
scene,^ said Adeline, '^ those stupendous 
vnountains, the ^loomy grandeur of thes'e 
woods, together with that monument of faded 
glory, on which the band of time is so empha- 
tically impressed, diffuse a sacred enthusiasm 
over the mind« and awaken sensations truly 
sublime." 

La Luc was going to speak ; but Peter Com- 
ing forward, desired to know whether he had 
not better open the wallet, as he fancied his 
honour and the young ladies must be maia 
hungr^, jogging on so far up hiil and down bc» 
fore dinner. They acknowledged the truth of 
honest Peter^s suspicion, aad accepted his 
hint. 

Refreshments were spread on the grass, and 
having seated themselves under the canopy of 
waving woods, surrounded by the sweets of 
wild flowers, they inhaled the pure breeze of 
the Alps, which might be called spirit of air, 
and partook of a repast which these circum- 
stances rendered delicious. 

When they arose to depart, " I am unwill- 
ing," said Clara, *•'• to quit this charming spot. 
How delightful would it be to pass one's life 
beneath these shades with the fnends who are 
dear to one !" — La Luc sroiled at the romantio 
simplicity of the idea; but Adeltne sigbed 
deeply, to the image of felicity, and'of Theo- 
dore, which it recalled, and turoed away to 
oonceal her tears. 
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Tbey now mounted their horses, aod sooft 
after arrived at the foot of Montanvert. The 
emotioDs of Adeline, as she contemplated in 
Various points of view, the astonishing' objects 
arouBd her, surpassed all eitpfession ; and the 
feelings of the whole party were too strong to 
admit of coiyrersation. The profound stillness 
which reigned in these reg-ions of soiilude in- 
spired aWe, änd heightened the snblimity of 
Ihe scenery to an exquisite degree.' 

" It s^eros,*' Said Adeline, " as if we were 
Walking over the ruins of the world, and were 
the only persona who had survived the wreck. 
I (Dan Bcarcely persaade myself that we are not 
left alone on the globe." 

*' The view of these objects," said La Luc, 
" lifts the soul to their Gfeat Author, and we 
contemplate with a feeling, almost too vast for 
humanity, the sublimity of bis nature in the 
grandeur of bis works.'^ La Luc raised bis 
eyes, filled with tears, to heaven, and was for 
some nioments lost in silent adoration. 

Tbey quitted these scenes with extreme rc- 
luctance; but the hour of the day, and the 
appearance of the clouds, which seemed ga- 
thering for a storm, made them hasten tlieir 
departure. Could she have been sheltered 
from its fury, Adeline almost wished to have 
witnessed the tremendous efTect of a thunder- 
storm in these regions. 

Tbey returned to Leioncourt by a difierent 
route, and the shade of the overhangioff pre- 
cipices was deepened by the gloom of the at- 
mosphere. It was evening wben they came 
within view of the lake, which the travellers 
rejoiced to see, for the storm so long threaten- 
ed was now fast approaching; the thunder 
murmured among the Alps; and the dark va- 

Eonrs that roUed heavily along their sides 
eightened thöir dreadful sublimity.' La Luc 
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would have quickened his pacc, hut tbe road 
winding^ down the steep ^ide of a mountain, 
made caation necessary. Tbe darkening air 
and the lightning^ that now .flasbed aloog the 
horizoo terriäed Clara, bat she withheld the 
expression of her fear in consideration of her 
father. A peal of thdnder whicb seemed to 
ijhake tbe earth to its foundations, and was re- 
verberated in tremendous echoes from the 
cliffs, burst over their beads. daraus horse 
took fright at the suund, and setting^off, hurri- 
ed her with amazing velocity down the moun- 
tain towards the lake, whicn washed its foot. 
The agonj of La Lac. who viewed her progress 
in the horrible expectation of seeing her dash- 
cd down the precipice that bordered the road, 
is not to be described. 

Clajra kept her seat, but terror had almost 
deprived her ef sense. Her efforts to preserve 
herseif were mechanical, for she scarcely knew 
what jshe did. The horse, bowever, carried 
her safely almost to the foot of the mountain, 
but was making towards the lake, when a gen- 
tieman who travelied along the road caught 
the bridle as the animal endeavoured to pass. 
The sudden stoppin^ of the horse threw Clara 
to the g^und, and, impatieut of restraint, the 
animal burst from the band of the stranger, 
and plunged into the lake. Tbe violence of 
the fall deprived her of recoUection ; but, while 
tbe stranger endeavoured to support her, his 
servant ran to fetch water. 

She soon recovered, and unclosiog her eyes, 
found herseif in the arms of a Chevalier, who 
appeared to support her with difficulty. The 
compassion expressed in hiscountenance, while 
he inquired how she did, revived her spirits, 
and she ws^ endeavouring to thank bim ror his 
kindness, when La Luc aod Adeline came up 
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The terror impressed on her father's features 
was perceived by Clara ; laDguid as she was, 
she tried to raise herseif, and said, with a faint 
sinile, which betrayed instead of disguisiog' her 
sufieriDg^, ** Dear Sir, I am not hurt." Her 
pale countenance, and tbe blood that trickled 
down her cheek, contradicted her words. Bat 
La Luc, to whom terror had sug^ested the ut- 
most possible evil, now rejoiceid to hear her 
speak ; he recalled some presence of mmd, 
and while Adeline applied her salts, he chafed 
her temples. 

When she revived, she told him how much 
she was oblig^ed to the stranger. La Luc eng 
deavoured to express his gratitude; but the 
former, interrupting him, l^gged he might be 
spared the pain of receiving Üianks for having 
foUowed oniy an impulse of common humanity. 

Tbey were now not far from Leloncourt; 
but the evening was almost shut in, and the 
thunder murmured deeply among the hüls. 
La Luc was distressed how to conrey, Clara 
home. 

In endeaFonring» to* raise her from the 
ground, the stranger betrayed such evident 
Symptoms of pain, that La Luc inquired con- 
cerning it. The sudden jerk which the horse 
had given the arm of the cheFalier, in esca^- 
ingfrom his hold, had yiolently sprained his 
Shoulder, and rendered his arm almost useless. 
The pain was exquisite, and La Luc, whose 
fears for his daughter were now subsiding, was 
shocked at the circumstance, and pressed the 
stranger to accompany him to the village, 
where relief might be obtained. — He accepted 
the ioritation, and Clara, being at length 
placed on a horse led by her father, was con- 
ducted to the chateau. 

W^en Madame, who had been looking out 
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for L|L Luc some time, perceiyed the caralcade 
approaching', she vras alarmed, and her appre- 
hensions were confirmed when she saw the Si- 
tuation of her niece. Clara was carried into 
the house ; and La Luc would have sent for a 
sur^eon, hut there was none within several 
leagyes of the villaf e, neither were there any 
of the physical profession within the same dis- 
tance. Clara was assisted to her Chamber by 
Adeline, and Madame La Luc undertoqk to ex- 
amine the wounds. The result restored peace 
to the family ; for though she was much bruis- 
e4> she had escaped material injury ; a slig^ht 
•ontusion on the forehead had occasioned the 
bloodshed which at first aiarmed La Luc. Ma- 
dame undertook to rcstore her niece in a few 
days with a baisam composed by herseif, on 
the virtues of which she descanted with great 
eloquence, tili La Luc interrupting het by re- 
minding her of the condition of her patient. 

Madame, having batbed Clara's bruises, and 
given her a cordial of incomparable efficacy, 
left her, and Adeline watchea in the Chamber 
of her friend tili she retired to her own for the 
night. 

La Luc, whose spirits had suffered muoh 
perturbation, was now tranquillized by the re- 
port bis sister made of Clara. He introduced 
the stranger, and having mentioned the acci- 
dent he had met with, desired that he might 
have immediate assistance. Madame hasten- 
ed to her closet, and it is perhaps difficult to 
determine wheüier she feit most concem for 
the sufferings of her guest, or pleasure at the 
opportunity thus offered of displaying her phy- 
sical skiU. However this might be, she quit- 
ted the room with great alacrity, and very 
quickly retumed with a phial containing her 
inestimable baisam, and, having giren the ne- 
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cessary directioDs for the appHcation 6( it, she 
left the strang^er to the care of his seirant. 

La Luc insisted that the Chevalier, M. Ver- 
neuil, shouid not leave the chateau that oi^ht, 
and he very readily submitted to be detained. 
His manners during the evening were as frank 
and enffaging as the hospitality and gratitude 
of La Luc were sincere, and they soon enter- 
ed into interesting conversation. M. Ver- 
neutl conversed like a man who had seen much, 
and thought more, and if he discovered any 
prejudice in his opinions, it was evidently the 
prejudice of a mind which, seeing objects 
through the medium of its own goodness, ting- 
es them with the hue of its predominant qua- 
lity. La Luc was roucb pleased, for in his re- 
tired Situation he had not often an opportunity 
of recetring. the pleasure which resuUs from a 
communion of intelligent minds. He found 
that M. Verneuil h^ travelled. La Luc 
having asked some auestions relative to En- 
gland, they feil into discourse conoerning the 
national characters of the French and En- 
glish. 

" If it is the privilege of wisdom," said M. 
Verneuil, ^' to look beyond happiness, I own I 
had rather be without it. When we observe 
the English, their laws, writings, and conver- 
sations, and at the same time mark their coun<( 
tenances, manners, and the frequency of sui- 
cide among them, we are apt to believe that 
wisdom and happiness are mcompatible. If, 
on the other band, we turn to their neighbours 
the French, andsee* their wretched policy «their 
sparlding, bat sophistical discourse, frivolous 
occupations, and, withal, their gay animated 

•It miHt be Temembered «hat ihis was saW In th« seveiv 
teentb centorjr. 
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air, we shall be compelled to ackndwledge 
that ifappiness and foUy €00 oftea dwell to- 
gcther." 

.<* It is the end of wisdom !" said La Luc, 
«* to attain happiness, and Ican hardl^ dignify 
thatcondnct or course of thinking* which tends 
to misery with tbe name of wisdom. By this 
rule, perhaps, the folly, as we term it, of tbe 
French, deserves, since its effect is happiness, 
to be called wisdom. That airy thougiitless- 
ness, which seems alike to contemn reflection 
and anticipation, prodnces all the effect of it 
without reducing' its subjects to the mortifica- 
tion of philosophy. 6ut, in trath, wisdom is an 
exertion of mind to subdue folly ; and as tlie 
happiness of the French is less the consequence 
of mind than of Constitution, it deserves not 
t^e honours of wisdom.^' 

IMscoursing^ on the variety of opinions that 
are daily formed on the same conduct, La Luc 
</bserveä how much that which is commonly 
called opinion is the result of passion and 
temper. 

" True," said M. Verneuil, " there is a tone 
of thou^ht, as there is a key note in music, 
that leads all its weaker affections. Thus, 
where the powers of jud^ing may be equal, the 
disposition to judge is different, and the actions 
of men are at least but too often arranged by 
whim and caprice, by partial vanity and the 
bumour of the momeut." 

Ilere La Luc took occasion to reprobate the 
conduct of those writers, who by showing the 
dark side only of human nature, and by dwell- 
ing on the evils only which are incident to hu- 
manity , have sought to degrade^ man in bis own 
eyes, and to raake him discontented with life. 
" What should we say of a painter,*» cohtinued 
La Luc, " who collected in'hispieceobjectsof 
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a black hae only, who persented you with a 
black man, a black horse, a black dog, &c. kc, 
and teils you tbat bis is a picture of nature, 
and that nature is black ? ' 'Tis true,* you 
would reply, ' the objects you exhibit do ex« 
ist in nature, but they form a very small part 
of her works. You say that nature is black, 
and to prove it, you have coUected on your 
canvass all the animals of this hue that exist. 
But you haye forgotten to paint the green 
earth, the blue sky, the white man, and objects 
of all those various hues with which creation 
abounds, and of which black is a very incoU' 
siderable part.' " 

The countenance of M. Vemeuil lightened 
with peculiar animation during the discourse 
of La Luc. " To think well of bis nature," 
Said he, " is necessary to the dignity and hap- 
piness of man. Tbere is a decent pride whicn • 
becomes every mind, and is congenial to virtue. 
That consciousness of^innate dignity, which 
shows him the glory of bis nature, will be bis 
best protection from the meanness of vice. 
Where this consciousness is wanting," conti- 
nued M. Verneuil, " there can be no sense of 
moral honour, and consequently none of the 
higher principles of action. What can be ex- 
pected of him who says, it is bis nature to be 
meait and selfish ? Or who cau doubt that he, 
who thinks thus, thinks from the experience of/ 
bis own heart, from the tendency of bis own 
inclination ? Let it always be remembered, 
that he who would persuade men to be good 
ought to show thera that they are great." 

" You speak," said La Lu^, " with the 
honest enthusiasm df a virtuous mind ; and, in 
obeying the impulse of your heart, you utter 
the truths of plilosophy : and trust me, a bad 
hcatt/and a truly philosophic head, have never 
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yet been united ia the same individaal. Vi-> 
cious inclinations not only corrupt the heart, 
but the uaderstanding', and thus lead to falsa 
reasoning. Virtue only is on the side of truth.'' 
La Luc and bis g^uest, mntually pleased 
with each other, entered upon the discussion of 
subjects so interesting to them both, that it 
iv^as late before they parted for the night. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

*' Twas sach a sense gave a kind relief 
To memory, in sweetfy pensive grief." 

nrgii^i Tom. 

" Mine be tbe breezy hill, tbat skirts the dowo* 
Wh«re a green grassy turf is all I crave, 
With bere and tnere a violet bestrown, 
And many an evening sun shine sweetly oo my grave." 

The Mhutrd. 

Repose had so much restored Clara, tiiat 
when Adeline, anxious to know how she did, 
went early in tbe morning to her Chamber, sbe 
found her already risen, and ready to attend 
the family at breakfast. Monsieur Verneuil 
appeared also, but his looks betrayed a want 
of rest, and indeed he had sufFered du ring the 
night a degree of anguish from his arm, which 
it was an efibrt of some resolution to endure in 
silence. It was now swelled, and somewbat 
inflamed, and this might in some degree be at< 
tributed to the effect of Madame La Luc's bai- 
sam, whose restorative qualities had for once 
failed. The^wbole family sympathized with 
his sufferings, and Madame, at the request of 
M. Verneuil, abandoned her baisam, and sub- 
stituted an emoUient fomentation. 

From an application of this he in a sbort 
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time found an abatement of the pain, and re- 
turned to the breakfast table with greater com- 
posure. The bappiaess which La Luc feit at 
seeing bis daughter in safety was very appa< 
rent, but the warmth of his.gratitude towards 
her preserver he fonod it difficult to express. 
Clara spoke the genuine emotions of her heart 
with artless, but modest, ener^y, and testified 
sincere concern for the suffenngs which she 
had occasioned M. Verneuil. 

The pleasure received from the Company of 
his guest, and the consideration of the essen- 
tial Services he had reudered him, co-opdKted 
with the natural hospitality of La Luc, and he 
press^d M. Verneuil to remain some time at 
the chateau — " I can never repay the Services 
you have done me," said La Luc, '' yet I seek 
to increase my obligations to you, by request- 
ing you will proloog your visit, and thus allow 
me an opportunity of cultivating your ac- 
quaintance." 

M. Verneuil, who at the time he met 
La Luc, was travelling from Geneva to a dis- 
tant part of Savoy, merely for the purpose of 
viewing the country, being now delighted with 
bis host, and with every thing around him, 
wfflingly accepted the invitation. In this cir- 
cumstance prudence concurred with inclina« 
tion, for to have pursued his joumey on horse- 
back, in his present Situation, woulahave been 
dangerous, if not impracticable. 

The morning was spent in conversation, in 
which M. Verneuil displayed a mind enriched 
with taste, enligbtened by science, and en- 
larged by Observation. The Situation of the 
chateau and the features of the surronnding 
scenerv charmed him, and in the evening he 
found nimself able to walk with La Luc, and 
explore the beauties of this romanttc region. 
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As they passed through the village, the saJuta- 
tions of the peasants, in whom We and re- 
spect were equally blended, and their eager 
inquiries after Clara, bore testimony of the 
character of La liuc, while bis countenance 
expressed a serene satisfaction, arising from 
the consciousness of deserving and possessio^ 
their love. — " I live surrounded by my chil- 
dren," said he, turning to M. Vernenil, who 
had ixoticed their eagerness, *' for such I con- 
sider my parishioners. In dischafging the du- 
ties ^ my office, I am repaid not only by my 
own conscience, but by their gratitude. There 
is a luxury in observing their simple and ho- 
nest love, which I would not exchange for any 
thing the world calls blessings." 

*' Yet the world, Sir, would call the plea- 
üures of which you spcak, romantic," said M. 
Verneuil ; '* forte be sensible of this pure and 
exquisite delight, Vequires a heart untainted 
with the vicious pleasures of society — plea- 
sures that deaden its fmest feelings, and poison 
the source of its truest enjoymenfcs." — They 
puTsued their way along the borders of the 
lake, sometimes under the shade of hanging 
Woods, and sometimes over hillocks of turf, 
where the scenes opened in all its wild magni- 
iicence. M. Verneuil often stopped in rap- 
tures, to observe and point out the singular 
beauties it exhibited, while La Luc, pleased 
with the delight bis friend expressed, surveyed 
with more than usual satisfaction, the objects 
which had so often charmed him before. But 
there was a tender melancholy in the tone of 
bis voice and bis countenance, which arose 
from the recoljection of having often traced 
those scenes, jflfld partook of Üie pledsure they 
inspired, witir her who had long since bade 
them an eternal farewell. 
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They presenlly quitted the lake, and wind- 
ing up a steep ascent between the wood^ came, 
after an hour's walk, to a ^reen sunimit, which 
appeared, among the savage rocks that enn- 
roned it, like ^e blossom on the tborn. It 
was a spot formed for solitary delight, inspir- 
ing that soothing tenderness so dear to the feel- 
ing mind, and which calls back to memory 
the images of pastregret, softened by distance, 
and endeared by frequent recollection. Wild 
shrubs grew from the crevices of the rocks be- 
neath, and the high trees of pine and cedar 
that wared above, aflfbrded a melancholy and 
romantic . shade. The silence of the scene 
was interrupted only by the breezo, as it roll- 
ed over the wöods, and by the solitary notes 
of the birds that inhabited the cliffs. 

From this point the eye commaoded an en- 
tire view of those majestic and sublime Alps, 
whose aspect fills the sonl with emotions of in- 
^escribable awe, and seems to hft it to a nobler 
nature. The village, and the chateau of La 
Luc, appeared in the bosom of the mountains, 
a peaceful itetreat from the storms that gather- 
ed on their tops. All the faculties of M. Ver- 
neuil were absorbed in admiration, and he was 
for some time quite »ilent ; at length, bursting 
into a rhapsody, he tumed, and would have 
addressed La Luc, when he perceived him at 
a diatance leaning against a rustic um, over 
which drooped, in beautiful luxuriance, the 
weeping willow. ^ 

As he approached, La Luc quitted bis posi' 
tion, and advanced to meet him, while M. Ver- 
neuil inquired upon whatoccasion the urnhad 
been erected. La Luc, unable to answer, 
painted to it, and walked silently awsty, and 
M. Verneuil, a^proaching the nrn, read the 
following inscription : 
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TO THB 

MEMORY OF CLARA LA LUC, 

TBXS imnr 

IS ERECTED ON THE SPOT 

WHfCH SHE LOVED, 

IN TESTIMONT OF THE 

AFFECTION Ol* 

A HUSBAND. 

M. Verneuil now comprehended the wbole^ 
Aad feeling^ for bis friend, was hurt that he had 
noticed this monument of bis grief. He re* 
joined La Luc, who was standing on the point 
of the eminence^ contempIatiDg' the landscape 
below, with an air more placid, aud toucbed 
with the sweetness of piety aud resignation. 
He perceived that M. Verneuil was somewhat 
disconcerted, and he sought to remove bis un* 
easiness. <'You will consider it,'' said he, 
** as a mark of my esteem, that I have brought 
ypu to this Spot. It is never profaned by 
the presence of the unfeeling. They would 
deride the faithfulness of an attachment which 
has so long survived its object, and which, in 
their own breasts, would quickly have been 
lost amidst the dissipation of general society. 
I have cherished in my beart the remembrance 
of a woman whose virtuos claimed all my love. 
I have cherished it as a treasure to which I 
could witbdraw from temporary cares and 
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ve'kte^lons, in the certainty of findin^ a sooth- 
ing though melancholj comfort.*' 

La Luc paused. M. Verneuil expressed 
the' sympathy he feit, but he knew the sa- 
credaess of sorrow, and soon relapsed into st- 
lence. *' One of the brightest hopes of a fa- 
türe State," resumed La Lac, "is that we 
shall meet again those whom we have loved 
upon earth. And perhaps our happiness may 
be permitted to consist very much in the So- 
ciety of our friends, purified fröm Ihe frailties 
of mortality, with the finer affections more 
sweetly attuned, and with the faculties of mind 
infinitely inore elevated and enlarged. We 
shall thcn be enabled to comprehend subjects 
which are too vast for human conception ; to 
comprehend, perhaps, the sublimity of that 
Deity who iSrst called us into being. These 
Views of futurity, my friend, elevate us above 
the evils of this world, and seem to commuai- 
cate to US a portion of the nature we contem- 
plate." 

" Call them not the illusions of a visionarj 
brain," proceeded La Luc : " I trust in their 
reality. Of this I am certain, that, whether 
they are illusions or not, a faith in them onght 
to be cherished for Ihe comfort it brings to the 
heart, and reverenced for the dignity it im- 
parts to the mind. Such feelings make a hap- 
py and important part of oür belief in a future 
eicistence; they give energy to virtue, and 
stabiliC^ to principle." 

« 'This," said M. Verneuil, ** is what I hare 
often feit, and what every iogenious mind must 
acknowledge." 

La Luc and M. Verneuil continued in con- 
versation tili the sun had left the scene. The 
mountains, darkened by twilight, assumed a 
sublimer aspect, while the tops of some of the 
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highest Alps were yet illaminated by the i^U's 
rays, and formed a strikiog contrast tb Uie 
sbadowy obscurity of the world below. As 
they desccnded tnrough the woods, and tra- 
versed the margin of the lake, the stillness 
and solemnity of Uie hour, diffused a pensiye 
sweetness over their minds, and sunk them ia- 
to silence. 

They found supper spread, as was usual, in 
the hall, of which the Windows opened upon a 
g-arden, where the flowers might be said to yield 
their fragrance in gratitude to the refreshing 
dews. The Windows were embowered with 
eg]antine and otber swect shnibs, which hung 
in wild lusuriance around, and formed a beau- 
tiful and simple decoration. Clara and Ade- 
üne loved to pass the evening^ in this hall, 
where they had acquired the first rudiments of 
astronomy, and from which they had a wide 
riew of the heavens. La Luc pointed out to 
them the planets and the fixed stars, explained 
their laws, and from thence taking occasion to 
raingle moral with scientific instruction, would 
often ascend towards that ^reat first cause, 
whose nature soars beyond the grasp of hut&an 
comprehension . 

." Wo study," he would sometimes say, " so 
much enlarges the mind, or impresses it with so 
sublime an idea of the Deity, as that of astro- 
nomy. When the Imagination launches into 
the regions of space, and contemplates the in- 
numerable worlds which are scattered tbrough 
it, we are lost in astonishment and awe. This 
globc appears as a mass of atoms in the immen- 
fiity of the uniyerse, and man a mere insect. 
Yet bow wonderful ! that man, whose frame is 
fio diminutiye ia the scale of beings, should ha?e 
l>ower8 which spum the narrow boundaries of 
time and place, soar beyond the spbere of his 
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existence, penetrate the secret laws of nature, 
and c^culate their pro^resäire efiects." 

*< Oh ! how expressively does tbis prore the 
spirituality of our heiag ! Let the roaterialist 
consider it, and blush tbat he has ever doubt- 
ed.« 

Id this nail the whole family now met at sup« 
per, and during the remainder of the evening 
the conyersation turned upon general suhjects, 
in which Clara joined in modest and judicious 
remarks. La Luc had taug^ht her to familiär- 
ize her mind to reasoning, and had accustomed 
her to deliirer her sentiments freelj. She 
spoke them with a simplicity extremely engag- 
ing, and which convinced her hearers that the 
love of knowledge, not the vanitv of talkin^, 
induced her to converse. M. Vemeuil evi- 
dently endeavoured to draw forth her senti- 
ments, and Clara, interested by the subjects 
he introduced, a strang^r to alfectation, and 
pleased with Üie opinions he expressed, an- 
swered them with frankness ana animation. 
Thevretired mutaally pleased with each oüier. 

M. Verneuil was about six and thirty ; bis 
figure manly, bis conntenance frank and en- 
gaging. A quick, penetrating eye, whose fire 
was softened by benerolence, disclosed t^ 
Chief traits of bis character ; he was auick' (o 
discem, but generous to excusethe foUies of 
mankind ; and, whlle no one more sehsiblv feit 
an injury, none more readily accepted the 
concession of an enemy. 

He was by birth a Frenchman. A fortune, 
lately* devolved to him, had enabled him to ex- 
ecute tfae plan, which bis active and inquisL- 
tiye mind had suggested, of viewing the most 
remark^ble parts of the continent. He was 
peculiarly susceptible of the beautiful and 
subliine m nature. To such a taste, Swjtzer- 

VoL. II. G , 
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land and the adjacent country was, of all others, 
the most interestiiig, and he fonnd the seenei^ 
it exhibited infinitely surpassing all that his 
gflowing imagination had painted ; he saw with 
the eye of a painter, and feit with the rapture 
of a poet. • 

In the habitation of La Luc he met with the 
hospitalitjT, the frankness, and the sunplicity,8o 
characteristic of the countrv : in his venerable 
host he saw the strength or philosophy united 
with the finest tenderneas of humanity : a phi' 
losophy which taught him to correct his feel- 
ings, not to annihilate them; in Clara, the 
bloom of beauty, with the most perfect simpli- 
city of heart ; and in Adeline all the chari^s of 
elc^ance and grace, with a genius deserying of 
the highest culture. In this family picture, 
the goodness of Madame La Luc was not uh- 
perceired or forgotten. The cheerfulness and 
narmony that reigned within the chateau was 
delightful ; but the philanthropy which, flowing 
from the heart of the pastor, was diffused 
through the whole village, and uniting the in- 
habitants in the sweet and firm bonds of social 
compact, was divine. The beauty of its Situa- 
tion conspired with these circumstances to 
idake Leloncourt seem almost a paradise. M. 
Verneuil sighed that he must so soon quit it. 
<* I ought to seek no fartber," said he, <' for 
here wisdom and happiness dwell together.** 

The admiration was reciprocal ; La Luc and 
his family found themselves much interested in 
M. VemeuU, and looked forward to the time 
of bis departure with regret. So warmly tiiey 
pressed him to prolong his visit, and so power- 
fttlly his own inclinations seconded theirs, that 
he accepted the invitation. La Luci5tnitted 
no circumstance which might contribute to the 
amusement of his guest, who, haring in a few 
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days r^covered the usc of bis arm, they made 
several excursionsamongthe mountains. Ade- 
line and Clara, whom the care of Madame had 
restored to her usual health, were generally of 
the party. 

After spendin^ a week at the chateau, M. 
Verneuil bade adieu to La Luc and bis fami- 
W : they parted with mutual regret, «nd the 
rormer promised that when he returned to Gc- 
neva, he would take Leloncourt in bis way, 
As he Said this, Adeline, who had for some time 
observed, with much alarm, La Luc^s declin- 
ing health, looked moumfully on bis counte- 
nance, and uttered a secret praver that he 
mipht live to receive the Visit of Äl. VerneuiL 

Madame was tiie only person who did not la- 
ment bis departure. She saw that the eSorU 
of her brother to entertain bis gfuest were more 
than bis present state of health would admit 
of, and she reioiced in the quiet that would 
now retum to him. 
"' But this quiet brought La Luc no respite 
from bis illness ; the fatig-ue he had suffered in 
bis late excursions seemed to have increased 
bis disorder, which in a short ttme assumed 
the s^p^t of a coosumption. Yielding* to the 
solicitations of bis iamily, he went to Geneva 
for advice, and Was there recommended to try 
the air of Nice. 

The journey thither, bowever, was of consi- 
derable len^th, and, believing bis life to be 
very precanous, be hesitated whetber to ffo. 
He was also unwilling to leave the duty of bis 

garish unperförmed for so long a period as bis 
ealtb migbt require ; but this was an objec- 
tion which would not have witbheld him from 
Nice, had bis faith in the climate been equal 
to that of liis physicians. 
His pariflliiotters feit the life of/tbeir pasto»- 
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to be of the utmost consequence to tbem. It 
was a general cause, and ttiey testified at oDce 
bis wortb, and their sense of it, by going in a 
body to solicit bim to leave tbem. He was' 
mucb affected by tbis instance of tbeir attach- 
ment. Sucb a proof of re^^ard, joined witb the 
entreaties of bis own family, and a considera- 
tion tbat for tbeir sakes it was a daty to endea- 
vour to prolong bis life, was too powerful to be 
witbstood, and be determined to set out for 
Italy. 

It was settled tbat Clara and Adeline, wbose 
bealth La Luc tbought required change of air 
and scene, should accompany bim, attended by 
the faitbful Peter. 

On Üie^ mornin|^ of bis departure, a large 
body of bis parisbioners assembled round tbe 
door to bid bim farewell. It was an afiecting 
scene ; tbey migbt meet no more. At lengtb, 
wiping the tears from bis eyes, La Luc sald, 
^' Let US trust in God, my friends}^ be bas 
power to beal all disorders both of body and 
mind. We sball meet again, if not in tbis 
World, I bope in a better. Let ourconduct be 
sucb as to ensure tbat better.*' 

Tbe sobs of bis people prevented any reply. 
There was scarcely a dry eye in the Tilia^e ; 
for there was scarcely an inhabitant of it uiat 
was not now assembled in the presence of La 
Luc. He shook bands witb tbem all. << Fare- 
well, my friends," said be, *' we sball meet 
again." " God grant we may," said tbey wilh 
one yoice of feryent f)etition. 

Haying mounted bis borse, and Clara and 
Adeline oeing ready, they took a last leaye of 
Madame La Luc, and quitted tbe chateau. 
Tbe people unwilliog to leave La Luc, tbe 
greater part of tbem accompanied him to some 
dtstance from the village. As be moved slow- 



OF THE FOREST. 141 

ly on he cast a last liD^ering look at bis little 
Lome, wbere he had speDt so many peaceful 
years, and which he now gazed on, perhaps, 
• for the last time, and tears rose to his eyes ; 
bat he checked Üiem. Every scene of the ad- 
jacent country called up, as he passed, some 
tendei^ remembrance. He looked towards the 
spot consecrated to the memory of his deceas- 
cd wife ; the dewy vapours of the morning 
reiled it. La Luc feit the . disappointment 
more deeply, perhaps, than reason could jnsti« 
fy ; but those who know from experience how 
mach the imagination lores to dwell on any 
object, however remotely connected with that 
of our tenderness, will feel with him. This 
was an object round which the afiections of 
La Luc had settled themselyes ; it was a me- 
morial to the eye, and the Wew of it awakened 
more fbrcibly m the memory every tenderidea 
that could associate with the primary subject 
of bis regard. In such cases fancy gives to 
the illusions of streng affection, the stamp of 
reality, and they are cherished by the heart 
with romantic fondness. 

His people accorapanied him for near a mile 
from the village, and could scarcely then be 
prevailed on to leave him ; at length he onee 
more bade them farewell, and went on his way, 
foUowed by their prayers and blessings. 

La Luc and his little party trayelled sibwiy 
on, sunk in pensive silence — a silenc^ too 
pleasingly sad to be soon relinquished, and 
which they indulg^d without fear of interrup- 
tion. The solitary grandeur of the scenes 
throi^h which they passed, and the soothing 
murmur of the pines that waved above, aided 
Ulis soft luxury of meditation. 

They proceeded by easy stages ; and alter 
trayelfiog for some days among the roman^^'' 
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mountains and e^reen yalleys of Fiedmont, they 
entered the rieh couotry of Nice. The gay 
and luxuriant views which now opened npon 
the trarellen as they wotind among the hilis, 
appeared like scenes of fairy enchantment, or 
those produced by the lonely yisions of the 
poets. While the Spiral summits of the moun- 
tains exhibited the snowy severitv of winter, 
the pine, the cypress. the olive, and the myrtle, 
shaaed their sides with the green tints of 
spring*, and groves of orange, lemon, and ci« 
tron, spread over their feet the fall glow of 
autumn. As they advanced, the scenery be- 
came still more diversified ; and at length, be- 
tween the receding heights. Adeline caught a 
g^Umpse of the distant waters of the Mediter- 
ranean, fading into the blue and cloudless ho- 
rizon. She had never tili now seen the ocean ; 
and this transient view of it roused her imagi- 
nation, and made her watch impatiently for a 
nearer prospect. 

It was towards the close of day when the 
traveilers, windin^ round an abrupt projection 
of that ränge of Alps which crowns the amphi- 
theatre that environs Nice, looked down upon 
the green hüls that Stretch to the shores, on the 
city, and its ancient Castle, and on the wide 
waters of the M editerranean ; with the moun- 
tains of CoFsica in the farthest distance. Such 
a sweep of the sea and land, sovaried with the 
ffay, the magnificient, and the awful, would 
hare fixed any eye in admiration : — for Ade- 
line and Clara novelty and enthusiasm added 
their charms to the prospect. The soft and 
salubrious air seemed to welcome La Luc to 
this smiling reg^on, and the serene atmosphere 
to promise inrariable summer. They at length 
descended upon the little piain where Stands 
the city of Nice, and which was the mgst ex- 
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tessire piece of levei ground tbey had passed 
since they entered the country. Here in the 
bofiom of the roountains, sheltered from tbe 
north and the east, where the western gales 
alone seemed to breathe, all the blooms of 
spiing and the riches of autumn were united. 
Trees of myrtle bordered the road, wbich 
wound among^ groves of orange, lemon and 
bnrg^amot wImso delicious fragrance cobies to 
the sense mingled with tlie breath of roses amd 
camations that blossomed in their shade. Tbe 
gently swelling hills that rqise from the piain 
were covered with vines, and crowned with 
cypresses, olives and date trees; beyond, there 
appeared the sweep of lofty mountains whence 
the travellers had descended, and i^hence rose 
the little rirer Paglion, swollen by the snows 
that melt on their summits, and which, after 
meandering through the piain, washes the 
walla of Nice, where it falls into the Mediter- 
ranean. In this blooming region. Adeline ob- 
senred that the countenances of the peasants, 
meagre and discontented, formed a melancbo- 
ly contraat to the face of the countr^r, and she 
lamented again the efiects of an arbitrary ^o- 
yernoieot, where the bounties of nature, which 
were designed for all, are monopolized by a 
few, and the many are suffered to starre, tan- 
talized by surrounding plenty. 

The City lost mach of its enchantment on a 
nearer approach : its narrow streets and shab- 
by houses but ill answered the expectation 
which a distant view of its ramparts and its har- 
bour gay with vessels seemed to auU^orize. The 
appearance of the inn at which La« Luc now 
aiij^hted did not contribute to soften bis disap- 
pointment ; bat if he was sarprised to find sach 
indifTerent accommodations at the inn of a 
town celebrated as the resort of yaletudlna- 
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rians, he was still more so when he learned Che 
difficuUy of procuring furnished lodgiogs. 

After mach search he procured apartmenta 
in a small but pleasant house, situated a little 
waj out of the town : it had a garden, and a 
terrace which overlooked the sea, and was 
distinguished by a» air of neatness veiy un- 
usual in the houses of Nice. He agreed to 
board with the family, whose table likewisc 
acoommodated a gentieman and lady, their 
lodgers, and thus he became a temporary in- 
habitant of thts charmin^ climate. 

On the foUowing mommg Adeline rose at 
an early hour, eager to indulge the new and 
sublime emotion with which a view of the 
ocean inspired her, and walked with Clara to- 
wards the hüls that afibrded a more extensive 
prospect. They pursued their wav for some 
time between high, embowering banks, tili 
they arriyed at an eminence, whence 

** Heaveo, earth, ocean, smiied !*' 

They sat down on a rock, overshadowed by 
lofty palm trees, to conteroplate at leisure the 
magnificent scene. The sun was just en^erg- 
ed from the sea, over which his rays shed a 
flood of light, and darted a thousana brilliant 
tints on the vapours that ascended the horizon, 
and floated there in light clouds, leaving the 
bosom of the waters beiow clear as cr3rstal, ex- 
cept where the white surges were seen to beat 
ui>on the rocks ; and discoyering the distant 
sails of the fishin^ boats, and the far distant 
highlands of Corsica, tinted with ethereal blue, 
Clara, after some time, drew forth her pencil, 
but threw it aside in despair. Adeline, as they 
retumed home through a ronaantic ^len, when 
her senses were no long^r absorbed m the con» 
templationof thisgrand sceneiy,and wheirit9 



OF THE FOREST. 145 

imag^es floated on her memory only in softened 
colours, repeated tbe following^ lines : 

SÜNRI8E : A SONNET. 

Oft let me waader, at the break of day, 

Thro* the cool rale ö'erhung wUh waring woods ; 
Drink tbe rieb fragrance of the baddtng' May» 

And catch tbe murinur of the distant floodi ; 
Or rest on the fresh bank of Umpid' rlU, 

Where sleeps the Ti'let in thedewy shade, ' 
Where op'ning lilies balniy tweets disti), 

And the -wild muskrose weeps alone the glade ; 
Or dimb the eastern clUT, yrhaee airy Dead 

Hangs rudely o*«r the blne and aiily maln; 
Watch the fine hoes of morn through ether tpread, 

And paint with roseate glow the crystal plun. 
Oh ! wnb can speak the raptnre of the souI, 

' When o'er the waves the sun first steals to tight, 
And all the world of waters, as tbey roll. 

And beaven's vast vaoU anveito in living Ugbt ! 
So Hfe*8 youDg hour to man enchantiog smüet, 

With sparkiTng hcalth, and Jey, and fiuicy^i fairy wiles ! 

La Luc in his walks met with some sensible 
and agreeable companions, who like himself 
came to Nice in search of healtfa. Of these 
he soon formed a small but pleasant society, 
;aniong whom was a Frenchman, wbose mild 
manners, marked with a deep and interesting^ 
melancholy, had particularly attracted La 
Luc. He very seldom mentioned himself, or 
any circumstance that might lead to a know* 
leage of his family, but on other subjects con- 
yersed with frankness and much intelligence. 
La Luc had frequently inWted him to bis lodg- 
ings, but he had always declined the inritation, 
and this in a manner so gentle as to disahn 
displeasure, and conyince La Luc that his re- 
«fusal was the consequence of a certain dejec- 
tion of mind which made him reluctant to meet 
other strangers. 
The description which La Luc had giyen of 
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this foreigner bad excited tbe curiosity of Cla» 
ra ; and Sie sympalbv which the unforiunate 
feel foreach othercalled forth the commisera- 
tion of Adeline; for tbat he was unfortunate 
she could not doubt. On their return from an 
evening walk La Luc pointed out the Cheva- 
lier, and quic^ened his pace to overtake him. 
Adeline was for a moment impelled to follow, 
but delicacy checked her steps ; she knew 
how painful the presence of a stranger often 
is to a wounded mind, and forbore to intrude 
herseif on his notice for the sake of only satis-> 
fying an idle curiosity. She tumed, therefore, 
into another path ; but the delicacy which now 
prevented the meeting, accident in a few days 
defeated, and La Luc introduced the alranger. 
Adeline received him with a soft smile, but 
endeayoured to restrain the expression of pity 
which her features had involuntarily assumed ; 
she wished bim not to know that she obserred 
he was unhappy. 

After this interview he no longer rejected 
the invitations of La Luc, but made bim fre- 
quent Visits, and often accom^nied Adeline 
and Clara in their rambles. The mild and 
sensible conversation of the former seemed to 
soothe his mind, and in her presence he fre* 
quenüy conversed with a degree of animation 
whichiLa Luc tili then had not observed in him. 
Adeline too derived from the similarity of their 
taste, and his intelligent conversation, a de* 
gree öf satisfaction which contributed, with 
the compassion his dejection inspired, to win 
her conversation, and she conversed with an 
easy frankness ratlier unusual to her. 

His Visits soon became more frequent. He , 
walked with La Luc and his family ; he attend- 
ed them on their little excursions to view those 
magnificent remains of Koman antiquity which 
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«nrich the neighbourhood of Nice. When the 
ladies sat at home and worked, he enlirened 
the hours by reading to them, and they had the 
pleasure to observe his spirits somewhat re- 
iiev^ed from the heavy melancfaoly thathad op- 
pressedhim. 

M. Amand was passionately fond of music. 
Clara had not förgot to bring her beloved lute : 
he would sometimes strike the chords in the 
inost sweetand moumful symphonies, butnever 
could be prevailed on to piäy. When Adeline 
or Clara played, he would sit in deep reverie, 
and loät to every objects round htm^ except 
when he fixed his eyes in moumful gaze on 
Adeline, and a sigh would sometimes escape 
him. 

One evening Adeline, having excused her- 
seif from accompanyiDg La Luc and Clara in 
a Visit to a neighbouring family, she returned 
to the terrace of the ^raen, which oyerlooked 
the sea, and as she viewed the tran^uU spien- 
dour of the setting sun, and his glories renec't- 
ed on the polished surface of me waFes, she 
touched the strings of the lute in softest har- 
mony, her voice accompanying it with words 
which she had one day w ritten after having 
read that rieh etfusion of Shakspeare's genius, 
" A midsummer night's dream." 

TITANIA TO HEB. LOTE. 

O ! Ay with me tbrough diitaot aiv 

To isles tbat gern the western deep ! 
For laughing^ Summer revels there, 

AdcL han^ her wreath on every steep. 

As throuffh the green transparent sea 

Light Platine on its wavet we go, 
The nymphs sSall gayly welcome me 

y^V i|i tljcir QOT^i wye» be|ow. 
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For oft npon their roar^n sands. 

Wken twüight Icftds the fresb'ninc^ hoors, 
I come witb ul my jocund bands 

To charm them from their seagreen bow'rs. 

And well tbey lore our sports to view, 
And on the ocean's breast tu lave : 

And oft, as we the dance renew, 
They call op music from the wave. 

Swift hiewe to that splendid dime, 
Where gay Jamaica spreads 'her ccene, 

Llftt the blue mountain — wild— sublime ! 
And imooths her vales of vivid green. 

Where throned high in pbmp of sbade, 
The Power of Vegetation rcigns, 

Expandlne Wide, <rer hill and elade, 
8hrub of all growth— fruit ot all staios ; 

She steala the sunbeams* fervid glow 
To paint her flowers of mingling hue ; 

And o'er the grape the purple tbruw, 
Breakiog from verdant l«iTes to view. 

There, myrtle bowVs and citroa grove, 

0*er-canopy our airy dance •, 
And there tne seabreeze loves to rove 

When trembles day's depardng glancr . 

And when the false moon steals away, 
Or ere the chasing niom doih rise, 

Oft fearless, we our gambols pUy 
By the fire^worm's radlaat eyet. 

And sack the honeyed reeds that swell 
In tufted plumes of silver white ; 

Or pierce the cocoa's milky cell, 
To sip the oectar of delight ! 

And when the sbaking thunders roll, 
And lightnings strike athwart the gloom. 

We shelter in the cedar's bole, 
And rerel mid the rieh perfume t 

But Chief we love benealh the palm, 
Or verdant plantain's «lurettding leaf, 

To hear, upon the midnight calm, 
Sweet Philomela pour her grief. 
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To mortal Sprite nich didcet tound«, 
Such blifMttl houn were nerer knowa ! 

O ! Hy witb. me my airy round, 
And I will make tbem «11 yo«r own ! 

Adeline ceased to sing— when she iromedi- 
ately heard repeated in a low roice» 

*^ To mortal sprlte such dulcet lounds, 
Such bUsstul hoursi were never known \^ 

and turning^ hereyes whlence it came, she saw 
M. Amand. She blusbed and laid down the 
lute, wbich he instantly took up, and with a 
tremulous band drew forth tones 

<* That might create a soul ander tbe ribs of Death." 

In a melodious voice, that trembled with sen- 
sibility, he sang the foUowing 

80NMXT. 

How sweet Is Love*s firet gentle swav, 

When erowned with flow'rs he softfy smilc» ! 
Uis bloe eyes firauebt wltb tearful wÜes, 

Where beains of tender ti'ansport play : 

Hope leads bim on bis airy way, 

And Faith and Fancy still beguiles— 
Faitb quickly tangled in her tolls— 

Fancy, wiiose magic forma 60 gay 
Tbe fair Deceiver seif de<;eive — 
^HowBwcetis Love's firstgentle tway!'' 
Me'er would that beart be bids to giiere 

From sorrow's soft enchantment stray— - 

If e*er->tiU tbe God, exulting in bis ail, 

Relentless irowns, and wings the envenoned dart ! 

Monsieur Amand paused ; he seemed much 
oppressed, and at length, bursting into tears, 
laid down the Instrument, and walked abrupt- 
Ij awa^^ to the farther end of the terrnce. Ade- 
Ime, without seeming to observe his agitatioO, 
rose and leaned upon the wall, below which a 
group of fishermen were busily employed in 
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drawing^ a nct. In a feTT moments he retum« 
ed, with a composed and softened countenance. 
" Forgiye this abrupt conduct,^ said he ; " I 
know not how to apologize for it but by own- 
ing its cause» When I teil you, Madame, tbat 
my tears flow to the memqry of a lady strong- 
ly rescmbling you, and who is lost to me fov 
ever, you will* know how to pity me." — His 
voice faltered, and he paused. Adeline was 
silent. " The lute," he resumed, " was her 
favourite Instrument, and when you touched it 
with such melancholy expression, 1 saw her 
very imag'e befpre rae. But alas ! why do I 
distress you with a knowledge of my sorrows ! 
she is gone, and nerer to return ! And y#u. 
Adeline — ^you" — he checked his speech ; and 
Adeline, turninf on him a look of moumful 
regard, observed a wildness in his eyes which 
alarmed her. "These recoUections are too 
painful," said she, in a gentle voice ; S^ let us 
return to the house ; M. La Luc is probably 
Gome home" — " O no !'' replied M. Amand ; 
" No — this breeze refreshes me. How often 
at this hour have I talked with her^ as I now 
talk with you ! — Such were the soft tones of 
her voice — such the ineffable expression of 
her countenance^ — Adeline intcmipted him. 
" Let me heg of you to consider your health — 
this dewy air cannot be g-ood for mvalids.^' He 
stood with his hands clasped, and seemed not 
to hear her. She took up the lute to go, and 
passed her fingers lightly over the chords. The 
sounds recalled his scattered senses : he raised 
his eyes, and fixed them in a long unsettled 
gaze upon hers. " Must I leave you here ?" 
said she, smiling, and standing in an attitude 
to depart— " I entreat you to play ag^in the 
air I neard just now,'' said M. Amand, in a 
hurried voice. " Certainly !" and she imme-^ 
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diately beg^an to i)lay. He leaned a^aiost a 
palm-tree in an attitude of deep attention, aud 
as the Sounds lan^ished on äie air, bis fea> 
ture^ gradually lost their wild expression, and 
he melted into tears. He continued to weep 
silently tili the song^ concluded, and it was 
some tune before he recovered bis voice enough 
to say, " Adeline, I cannot thank you for this 
goodness. My mind has recoyered its bias, 
you nave soothed a broken beart. Increasc 
the kindness you have shown me by promising 
neyer to mention what you have witnessed this 
evening, and I will endeavour nerer again to 
wonnd ^our sensibility by a fatoiliar offence." 
— Adehne gave the required promise ; and M. 
Amand, pressing her band, with a melancholy 
smile, hurried mnn the garden, and she saw 
liim no more tbat night. 

La Luc had been near a fortnight at Nice, 
and bis health, instead of amending, seemed 
rather to decline, yet he wisbed to make a 
longer experiment o€ the climate. The air, 
which failed to restore her ve^erable friend, 
re?ived Adeline, and the variety and noveltv 
of the surrounding scenes amused her paind, 
though, since they could not obliterate the 
memoiy of past, or suppress the pang of pte- 
sent amiction, they were ineffectual to dissi- 
pate the sick languor of melancholy. Com* 
pan^, by compelling her to withdr^iw her at- 
tention from tne subject of her sorrow, afford- 
ed her transient relicf» but the vioience of the 
exertion generally left her more depressed. It 
was in the stillness of solitude, in the tranc^uil 
observance of beautifbl nature, that her mmd 
recovfered its tone, and, indulging the pensive 
inclination now* become habitual to it, was 
soothed and fortified. Of all the grand objects 
Which nature had exhibited, the ocean inspir- 
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ed her with the mos! sublime admiration. Sbe 
ioved to wander alone on its shores, aad when 
she could escape so long from the duties er the 
forms of Society, she would sit for hoars oo the 
beach watching' the rolling waves, aod listen* 
ingf to their dying murraur, tili her softened 
fancj recalied lonr lost scenes, and restored 
the imag^ of Theodore, when tears of despon- 
dency too often foUowed those of pitj and re- 
gret. Bat these yisions of memory, painful 
as they were, no longer excited that frenzy of 
grief they formerly awakened in Savoy ; the 
sharpness of misery was passed, though its 
heavy inflaenc'e was not perhaps less power- 
ful. To these solitary indulgencies generally 
succeeded caimness, and what Adeline endea- 
▼oured to believe was reeignation. 

She usually rose early, and walked down to 
the shore to enjoy, in the cool and silent hours 
of the moming, {he cheering beauty of nature, 
and inhale the pure seabreeze. Every object 
then smiled in fresh and lively colours. The 
blue sea, the brilliant sky, the distant fishing 
boats, with their white sails and the yoices of 
the fishermen borne at intervals on the air, 
were circumstances wbich reanimated her 
spirits, and in one of her rambles, yielding to 
tnat taste for poetry which had seldom forsak» 
en her, she repeated the foUowing lines : 
• 

MORNIKG, ON THE SEASHORX. 

Wbat print of fairy feet is b«re 
Od Neptune's smootb and yellow sands ? 

What miduight rerers airy dance, 
Beneath the moonbeam^s trembling filance, 

Has blest these shores ? — What spnghtly band« 
Have chased the waves unchecked bj fear f 

Whoe'er they were they fled from mom, 

Für now all nilent and forlom 
These tide forsaken niDds appear— 
Return, sweet sprites 1 tht soeoe to cheer ! 



OF THE FOREST. 153 

In vain the call ]— tili moonlight's honr 
Agaln diffuse its softer pow'r, 
Tttania, nor her fairy loves, 
£merge Crom India's spicy eroves. 

Tben, when the shadVy Eour rettirns, 
When sUence reiffns o'er air «nd earth, 

And evVy star m ether bums, 
They come to cclcbrate tbeir mlrth ; 

In frolic ruigrlet trip the ground, 
Did music's voice on silence wlo, 

IUI magic echoes answer round-~ 
ThttS do their (estive rites beg^in. 

O fairy fo^is ^ coy to mortal ken, 

Your mystic stcps to poels only sbown^ 
O! lead me to the brook, or hallowed glen, * 

Retiring far, with winding woods o'ergrown '. 

Wherc'er ye btst delight to rule ; 
If in some forest'g lone retreat, 
Thither condüct my willing feet 

To the Bght brink of fuuntain cool, 
Where, sleeping in the midnight dew, 
Lie Spring's young buds of every hue, 

Tielding their «tweet breath to the air; 
To fold their silken leaves from Iiarm, 
And their chill heads in moonsbine vrarm, 

To bright Titania's tender care. 

There, to the nigfat-bird's phunlive cliant 

Your carols sweet ye love to reise, 

With oaten reed and past'ral lays; 
And guard with fbrceful spell her Iiaunt, 

Wbo, when your antic sports are döne, 
Oft lulls ye in the lily's cell. 
Sweet flow'r ! that suits your slumliers well, 

And shields yoa firom the rising sun, 
When not to India's steeps ye fly 

After twilight and the moon, 
In boneyed buds ye love to lie, 

White reigns supreme light's fenrid nooo, 
Nor quit the cell where peace penrades 
TUl night leads on the dews and shades. 

E'en now your scenes encfaanted meet my sighl ! 
I see the earth unclose, the palace rise, 

The high dorne swell, and long arcades of llght 
Glttter among the deep embow'ring woods, 
And glance rraected from the trenwlii^ floods | 

WliUe to soft lutes theportals wide usfold. 
And fairy forms, of nne ethereal dves, 
Advoncc with frolic steps and laugning eyet, 

Thtit hair with pcarl, their garments decK'd with gold ; 
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Pcarli ÜMtt in Nqitune** briqy wavet tbej lought, ' 
Aad pAA fnun büdiat deepestvaTfrn« bro«pht._ 
Tboi yoor U^t «ationt to my ey«« tt»T«il, 
Ye sportive plcasures, sweet illusions, hail! 

But ab ! at morn's nrat blush again ve fade ! 
So from yotttb's ardent gase life's landscape gny,^ 

And finms io faacy's sammer huet arrav'd, 
Dinolve at onoe in air at Truth^s resplendent day 1 ] 

Durinr serend days succeediDg^ that on 
which M. Amand had disclosed the cause of 
. liifl roelancboly, he did not visit La Luc. At 
length Adeline met him in on^|^ her solitary 
rambles on the shore. He was pale and de- 
jected, and seeined much agitated when he ob- 
served her; she therefore endeavoured to ayoid 
him, but he advanced with quickened steps, 
and accosted her. He said it was bis intention 
to leave Nico in a few days. ^^ I bare found 
no benefit from the climate,'^ added M. Amand ; 
'< Alas ! what climate can relieve the sickness 
of the heart ! I go to lose in the varieties of 
uew scenes the remembrance of past bappi- 
ness ; yet the efifort is yain ; I am eyery where 
equally restless and unhappy.'' Adehne tried 
to encouraee him to hope much from time and 
chang'e of place. *' Time loill blunt the sharp- 
est edge of sorrow," said she ; " I know it 
from experience.^ Yet while she spoke, the 
tears in her eyes contradicted the assertion of 
her lips. '* You haye been unhappy, Adeline ! 
— Yes— I knew it from the first. The smile 
of pity which you guye me, assured me that 
you knew what it was to suffer. *' The de- 
sponding air with which he spoke renewed her 
apprehension of a scene simuar to the one she 
had lately witnessed, and she changed the 
subjcct, but be soon retumed to it. " fou 
bid me hope much from time ! My wife ! My 
dear wife !^ — bis toneue faltered — *^ It is now 
many months eince I lost her— yet t)ie moment 
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of her death seems but as yesterday.^ Ade- 
Jioe faintW smiled. ^' Tou can scarcelj judgc 
of the ef{ect of time yet, you have much to 
hope for.^* He shook his bead. *' But I aion 
again intrudiog my misfortunes on your no- 
tice ;^ forgive tbis perpetual egoüsm. There 
is a comfort ioi the pity of the good, such as 
nothipg^ eise can impart ; this must plead iny 
cxcuse; may you, Adeliixe, neirer want it. 
Ah ! those tears — '' Adeline hastily dried theo). 
M. Amand forbore to press the subject, and 
itnmediately began to conyerse on indifferent 
topic8. They returned towards tbe chateau, 
but La Luc hemg froxn home, M. Amand took 
leave at the door. AdeUne retired to her 
Chamber, oppressed hy her own sorrows, and 
those of her amiable mend. 

j^ear three weeks had now elapsed at Nice, 
during which the disorder of La Luc seemed 
rather to increase tban to abate, when bis phy- 
sician yery honestly confessed the little hope 
he entertained from the climate, and advised 
bim to try the effect of a seavoyage, adding, 
that if the experiment failed, even the air of 
JV^ontpelier appeared to bim more likely to af- 
ford relief than that of Nice. La Luc receir- 
ed this disinterested advice with a roixture of 
gratitude and disappointmentw The circum- 
stances which had made bim reluctant to quit 
Savoy, rendered him yet more so to protract 
bis absence, and increase bis expenscs; but 
the ties of aJSection that bound him to bis fa- 
mily, and the love of life, which so seldom 
leayes us, again prevailed OTer inferior consi- 
derations, and be dctermined to coast the Me- 
diterranean as far as Languedoc, where, if the 
voyage did not answer bis expectations, be 
would land and proceed to Montpelier. 

When M. Amand learned that La Luc de- 
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signed to quit Nice in a few da^s, he deter- 
mined not to leare it before him. Döring 
this interval he had not sufficient resolution to 
deny himself the frequent conversation of Ade- 
line, though her presence, by reminding' him 
of his lost wife, gare him raore pain thanjcom- 
fort. He was the second son of a French ^en- 
tleman of family, and had been married about 
a year to a lady to whom he had long been at- 
tached, when she died in her lying-in. The 
Infant soon foUowed its mother, and left the 
disconsolate falber abandoned to grief, which 
had preyed so heavily^ on his headth, that his 
physician thought it necessary to send him to 
Nice. From the air of Nice, howeyer, he had 
derired no benefit, and he now determined to 
travel farther into Italv, though he no longer 
feit anj interest in tnose charming scenes 
which m happier days, and with her whom he 
neyer oeased to lament, would haye afforded 
him the highest deg^e of mental luxury — now 
he sought only to escape from himself, or ra- 
ther from the image of her who had once con- 
stituted his truest nappiness. 

La Luc haying laid his plan, hired a small 
yessel, and in a few days embarked, with a 
sick hope, bidding adieu to the shores of Italy 
and the towering Alps, and seeking on a new 
element the health wnich had hitherto mocked 
his pursuit. 

M. Amand took a melancholy leaye of his 
new friends, whom he attended to the seaside. 
When he assisted Adeline on board, his heart 
was too füll to suffer him to say farewell ; bnt 
he stood long on the beach pursuing with bis 
ejea her course oyer the waters, and waying 
his hands, tili tears dimmed his sight. The 
breeze wafted the yessel gently from the coast, 
aod Adeline saiy henel? surroonded by the 
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tindulating waves of the ocean« The shore 
appeared to recede, its mountains to leueD, 
the gfay colöars of its landscape to melt mto 
each other, and io a short time the fi^ure of 
M.^Amand was seen no more: the town of 
Nice, with its castle and harbour, next faded 
away in distance, and the purple tint of the 
mountains was at len|^ all that remained on 
the yerge of the honzon. She sighed as she 
gazed and her eyes fiUed with tears. ** So va« 
nished my prospect of happiness," said she ; 
'♦ and my fature view is like the waste of wa- 
ters that Surround me." Her heart was fuH, 
and she retired from obervation to a remote 
part of the deck, where she indttlged her tears 
as she watched the vessel cut its way through 
the liauid glass. The water was so transpa- 
rent tnat she saw the sunbeams playing at a 
considerable depth; and fish of ranous colours 
glance athwart the current. Innumerable 
marine plants spread their vigorous leaves on 
the rocks below, and the richness of their Ver- 
dure formed a beautiful contrast to the glow^ 
ing scarlet of the coral that branched beside 
them. 

The distant coast, »t len^th, entirely^ disap- 
peared. Adeline gazed with an emotion the 
most sublime, on i&e boundles expanse of wa- 
ters that spread on all sides : she seemed as if 
launched into a new world, the grandeur and 
immensity of the view astonished aod overpow- 
ered her: for a.moment she doubted the truth 
of the compass, and believed it to be almot im- 
possible for the vessel to find its way over the 
pathless waters to any shore. And when she 
considered that a plank alone sepamted her 
from death, a Sensation of unmixed terror 
superseded Uiat of sublimity, and she hastily 
tarned her eyes from the prospect, and her 
Ihoughts from the subject. 
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CHAPTER XIX 

Is there a heait that musk caonot melt ! 

AlM • how i» that wu^ged heut ibrlorn .' * 

Ifl ther« who ne'er the mystic trantpoiti f«lt 
' Of solltade and ynelancholy börn? 
He Dee4 not woo tbe mose^he is her «com. 

- BeaUk. 

TowARDS evening the captaia, to aroid tlie 
(langer of encpuntering a Barbary corsair, 
bteered for tbe French coast, and Adeline dis- 
tinguUhed in tbe gleam of the setting sun the 
shores of Proirence, feathered with wood and 
green with pasturafe. La Luc, languid and 
iil, had retired to the cabin, whither Clara at- 
tended him. T^e pilot at the beim, guiding 
the small vessel through the soundiog waters, 
and one solitary sailor, leaning with crossed 
arms against the masl, and now and then sing- 
ing parts of a mournful ditty, were all of the 
crew cxcept Adeline that remained upon deck 
•—and Adeline silently watched the declining 
fiun, which threw a safTron glow upon the 
waves, and on tbe sails, gently swelling in tbe 
breeze that was now dying away. The sun, 
at length, sunk below the ocean, and twilight 
fitole over the scene, leaving the shadowy shores 
yet visible, and touching with a solemn tint 
tbe waters that stretched wide around. She 
sketched the picture, bat it was with a faint 
pencil. 

NIGHT. 

0>r tbe dim tireast of oceaa's wave 
Nif bt ipreads aftr her ek>oiny winn, 
Aud pentive thoug^tf and silence bricgs, 

Sare waea the distant waters hire ! 
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Or whftn the nuurioer*! lone volce 
SweUs falntly io the puiinf giüe, 
Or when the scresmlng aea^uiU poise 
0*er the tall mast and sweUine säiLl 

Boandittg the gny gleam or the deep, 
Where fiuicied forma aroose the mhMl, 

Dark twenn the thmre, on whoie nide steep 
Bighs the sad spirit of the wind. 
Bweet is its voite opon the 9ir 

At ev'ohag^ nMtenduriy dose, 

While the smooth wave in säence flow« ! 
Sweet, 8W«et the peace tu steallng aeceats bear ! 
Blett be thy shades, O Night ! and blett the song 
Thy low windB breathe the distant ihores idoog ! 

As the shadows thickened, the scene sunk 
into deeper repose. Even the sailor'b song' 
had ceased ; no soond was heard but that of 
the waters dashing beneath the vessel, and 
their fainter murmur on the pebbly coast. Ade- 
line's mind was in uniton witb the tranquiUity 
of the hour : lulledby the wavea, she resig^ed 
herseif to a still melancholy, and sat lost in re- 
rerie. The present moment broaght to»her 
recoUection her yoya^e upon the Rhone, when 
seekin^ refuge from the terrors of the Mar- 
quis de Montalt, she so anxiouly endeavoured 
to anticipate her future destiny. She then, as 
now, hau watched the fall of evening and the 
fading prospect, and she rememberä what a 
desolate feeling had accompanied the Impres- 
sion which those objects made. She had then 
no friends — no asylum — nocertainty of escap- 
ing the pursuit of her enemy. Now she had 
fonnd attectionate friends— a secure retreat — 
and was deli?ered from the terrors she then 
sufiered — ^but still she was unhappy. The re- 
membrance of Theodore— of Theodore who 
had loYod her so tmly, who had encountered 
and safiered so ninch for her sake, and of 
whose iate she was now as ignorant as when 
she trayeraed the Rhone, was an incessant pang 
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to her heart Sbe seemed to be more remote 
than erer from the possibility of hearin^ of 
him. Sometimes a faint hope crossed her, that 
he had escaped the malice of his persecutor ; 
but when she considered the ioFeteracy and 
power Of the latter, and the heinous light in 
urhich the law reg^ards an assaolt upon a supe- 
rior officer, even this poor hope vanished, and 
lefl her to tears and anguish, such as this rere- 
rie, which began with a Sensation of only ^n- 
tle melkncholy, now led to. She continued to 
muse tili the moon arose from the bosom of 
the ocean, and shed her trembling lustre upon 
the wares, diffusing* peace, and making silence 
more solemn; beaming a soft light on the 
white sails, and throwing u]3on the waters the 
tsül shadow of the yessel, which now seemed to 
glide along undpposed by any current. Her 
tears had somewhat relieved the anguish of 
her mind, and she again reposed in placid me- 
lanoholy, when a strain of such tender and en- 
trancing sweetness stole on the silence of the 
hour, that it seemed more like celestial than 
mortal music — so soft, so soothing, it sunk up- 
on her ear, that it recalled her from misery to 
hope and loye. , She wept again — ^but these 
were tears whichshe would not have exchang- 
ed for mirth and joy. She looked around, but 
perceived neither ship or boat ; and as the un- 
dulating sounds swelled in the distant air, she 
thought they came from the shore. Sometimes 
the breeze wafted them away, and again re- 
turned them in tones of the most lang^ishing 
softness. The links of the air thus broken, it 
was music rather than melody that she caught, 
tili the pilot, gradually steering nearer the 
coast, she distinguished the notes of a song fa- 
miliär to her ear. She endeavoured to recol- 
lect where she had heard it, but in vain ; yet 
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iier heart beat almost unconsciously witha 
)metbing resembling hope. Still she listened, 
liil the breeze a^n stole the sounds. Witli 
regret she now perceived that the ressel was 
xnoviQg from them, and at length they trembied 
faiotly OD the waves, sunk away at a distance, 
and were heard no more. She remained upon 
tue Jfick a considerable time, unwillipg to re- 
itcKi in'^h the expectation of hearing them agaln, 
lud Lheir sweelness still vibratioe on her fäncy» 
and at length retired to the cabin, oppressed 
by a degree of disappoiptment which tne occa- 
sioQ did not appeär to justify. 

La Luc grew better dunng the voyage, his 
spirits revived, and when the vessel entered 
toat part of the Mediterranean called tfii? 
Gulf of Lyons, he was sufficüntly animated 
to enjoy from the deck the noble prospect 
which the siireeping shores of Provence, ter- 
minating in the far distant ones of Languedoc, 
exhibited. Adeline and Clara, who anxiously 
watched his looks, rejoiced in their amend> 
ment ; and the fond wishes of the latter already 
anticipated his perfect recovery. The expec- 
tations of Adeline had been too often cbecked 
by disappointment to permit her now to indulge 
an equal degree of hope with that of her friend, 
yet she confided much in the effect of this 
voyage. 

La Luc amused himself at intervals with dis- 
Ooursing, and pointing out the situations of 
considerable ports on the coast, and the moutfas 
of the rivers, that, after wandering tbrough 
Provence, disembogue themselves into tSe 
Mediterranean. The Rhone, faowever, was 
the cnly one of much consequence which iie 
passed. On this obgect, though it was so dts^ 
tant that fancy, perhaps, rather than the sense 
beheld it» Clara gazed with peculiar pleasnre 

Vol. ir. H 
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for it came from the banks of Saroy, and Ihc 
wäre which she thought she perceired, had 
washed the feet of her dear native mountains. 
The time passedi with miagled pleasure and 
improrement as La Luc described to his atten- 
tire pupils the manners and commerce of the 
difforent inhabitants of the coast, aod the na- 
tural history of the countrj, of as he traced 
in imajg^ination the remote wanderings of rivers 
to their source, and delineated the character- 
istic beauties of their scenery. 

After a pleasant Toyage of a few days, the 
shores of Provence reoeded, and that of Lan- 
guedoc, whioh had long* bounded the distance, 
bacame the grand object of the scene, and the 
sailors drew near their port. They landed in 
the afternoon a$ a small town situated at the 
foot of a Woody eminenoe, on the right over- 
lookiDg the ^a, and on the left the rieh plains 
of Languedoc, gay with the purpIe vine. La 
Luc determined to defer his iourney tili the 
foUowing day» and was directed to a small inn 
at the extremity of the towo, where the ac- 
Gommodation, such as it was, he endeavoured 
to be contented with. 

In the evening, the beauty of the hour, and 
the desire of exploring new sceiies, invited 
Adeline to walk. La Luc was fatigued, and 
did not go out, and Clara remained with him. 
Adeline took herivay to the woods that rose 
from the margio of the sea, and climbed the 
wild eminence on which they hung Often as 
^e went, she tumed her eyes to catch.between 
the dark foliage the blue walers of the bay, 
the white sail tiiat flitted by, and the trembling- 
gleam of the setting sun. When she reached 
the summit, and looked down over the dark 
tops of the woods on the wide and various 
tirospect, she was seized with a kind of still 
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rapture impossible to be expressed, and stood 
ttnconscious of the flieht of time, tili the sun 
had left the scene, and twilight threw its so- 
lema shade npon the mountaiDs. The sea 
alone reflected the fading splendour of the 
west; its traoquil surface was partially dis- 
tarbed by the low wind that crept in tremu- 
lous lines along the waters, whence rising to 
the woods, it sbirered their light leaves, and 
died awa^. Adeiine, resigning herseif to the 
luxury of sweet and tender emotions, repeated 
the following lines : 

SUNSET. 

Soft o'erthe moantain's purplebrow 

Meek twilight draws her siuidows gny ; > 

Frott tufted woods, and vaiieys low, 

Light's maffic colours steal away. 
¥et still anüd thespr«ading gloom, 

Resplendent gluw th^ western waves, 

That roll o'er Neptune*« coral caves, 
A cone of light on ev'ning's dorne. 

On thts lone summit let me rest, 
Aod vIew the forras to foncy dear, 

Till on tbe ocean's darken'd breast 
The Stars of ev'niug tremble clear ; 
Cr the moofa's pale orb appear, 

Tbrowiog her tiae of radianoe wldc 

Far o'er tbe lightly curling tlde, 

That seems the yellow «ands to chide. 
Ko Sounds o'er silence now prevail, 

Save of the dying wave below, 
Or sailor^s stmg borne on the eale 

Or oar at distance striking dow, 
So sweet ! so tranquil : may my ev'oing ray 
Set to this World— and rise io futiire day. 

Adeline quiüed the heights, and foUowed a 
narrow patn tnat wound to the beach below : 
her mind was now particularly sensible to fine 
impressions, and the sweet notea of the night- 
ingale, amid the stillness of the woods, ag^aiA 
a^akened her ^nthiisiaam« 
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TO THE NIGHTINGALE. 

Cluld of ihe nelancfaoly song ! 

yet tbat tender strain prolon? ! 
U«rlengtbeii'd shade, when ev'ning flingiv 

From mouDtain cliffs and forestt g^reen, 
And sailing hIow on sUent wings 

Along the glimm'ring west Is seeo { 
I love o<er pathless hüls to stray, 

Or trece uie windinr vale remote, 
And pause, sweet bird! to hearthy lay 

White moonbeams on tbe thin clottoTs floa^ 
Till o'er the mountain^s dewy head 
Pate midnight steals to wake the dead. 

Far throagh the heaven's etfafireal blue, 

Wafled on sprine's Ught airs you come, 
With blooms, and low*» and genial dew, 

From climes where saminer joys do roan, 
O ! welcome to your long lost home ! 

'^ Chiid of the melancholy song !" 
Wbo lov'st the lonely woodland glade 

To roourn, unseen, the bnugbs among,* 
Where twil&ght spreads her pensive sbadq, 
Again thy dulcet voicel hail I 

! pour again the kquid note 
That dies upon tbe evning gala ! 

For fancy loves the kindml tone ;^ 
Her griefs tbe plaintive accents owo. 

She loves to hear thy music float 
Atsolemn midniebt's stillest hoar, 

And think on mends for ever lost, 

On Joys by disappointment crost, 
And weep anew love's cbarmful power ! 

Tben memory wakes tbe mag^c smile» 

Tb' impassion'd vuice, tbe meltin? eye, 
Thnt wonH the trusting heart beeile, 

And wokct t^ain the hopeless sigh ! j 
Her skiU tbe glowing tints revive 

Of scenes that time had bade decay ; 
Sbe bids the soften'd passions live — , 

The passions urge again thelr sway. 
Yet o*er the long regretted scene, 

Thy soug th« erace of sorrow throws } 
A melancholy charm serene, 

More rare thanall that mirth bestows. 
• Tben bail, swe^t bird ! and hail tby pensive tear 
To lastR, to fancy, and (o virtue dear !^ 
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^ The spreading' dusk at length reminded Ade- 
line of Der distance from the inn, and that she 
had her way to find Üirough a wild and lonely 
wood : she bade adieu to Üie syren that had so 
long detained her, and pursued the path with 
<^uick Steps. Hayin^ followed it for some 
tune, she became bewilderad among the thick- 
ets, and the increasing daifness did not allow 
her to judge of the direction she was in. Her 
apprehensions heightened her difficulties : she 
thought she distinguished the yoices of men at 
some little distance, and she increased her 
speed tili she found herseif on the sea sands 
over which the woods impended. Her breath 
was now exhausted — she paused a moment to 
recorer herseif, and fearfully iistened ; but, 
instead of the voices of men, she heard faint- 
1 j swelling in the breeze, the notes of moum* 
ml music. Her heart, ever sensible to the 
impressions of melody, melted with the tones, 
and her fears were for a moment luUed in sweet 
enchantment. Surprise was soon mingled 
with delight, when, as the sounds advanced, 
she distinguished the tone of that instrument, 
and the melody of that wellknown air, she had 
heard a few preceding evenings, from the 
shores of Provence. But she had no time for 
conjecture — footsteps approached, and she re- 
newed her speed. She' was now emerged from 
the darkness of the wpods, and the moon, 
which shone bright, exhibited along the level 
sands, the town and port in the distance. The 
Steps that had followed, now came up with 
her, and .she perceived two men, but they 
passed in conversation without noticing her, 
and as they passed she was certaiu she recol* 
lected the voice of him who was then speak> 
ing, Its tones were so familiär to her ear, that 
she was Burprised at the imperfeot memory 
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which did not saffer her to be assured by whoin 
they were uttered. Another step now foUow- 
ed, and a rüde voice calied her to stop. As 
she hastily tumed her eyes, she saw imperfect- 
ly by the moonlight a man in a sailor's habit 

{»ursuing, whiie he renewed the call. Impel» 
ed by terror, sha fled along the sands, but 
her Steps were sfaRt and trembling, tliose of 
her pursuer'ß streng and quick. 

She had jast strength sufficient to reach the 
men who had before passed her, and to implore 
their protection, when her pursuer came up 
with them, bat suddenly tumed into the woods 
ön the left, and disappeared. 

Spe had no breath to answer the inquiries of 
the strangers who supported her, tili a sudden ' 
cxclamation, and tlie suund of her own name, 
drew her eyes attentively upon (he person who 
uttered them, and in the rMs which shone 
strong upon bis features, she distinguished M. 
Vemeuil ! Mutual satisfaction ami explana- 
tion ensued, and when he learned that La Luc 
und his daughter were at the inn, he feit an 
increased pleasure in conducting her thither. 
He said that he had accidentally met with an 
old friend in Savoy, whom he now introduced 
by the name of Mauron, and who had prevail- 
ed on him to change his route, and accompany 
him tQ the shores of the Mediterranean. They 
had embarked from th^ coast of Provence on- 
ly a few preceding days, and had that evening 
landed in Langu^oc, on the estate of M. 
Mauron. Adeline had now no doubt that it 
was the flute of M. Vemeuil, and which had 
so often delighted her at Leloncourt, that she 
had heard on the sea. 

When they reached the inn, they found La 
Luc under great anxiety for Adeline, in search 
of >vhom he had sent sereral people« Anxie^ 
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ty yielded to siirprise and pleasure, when he 
perceived her with M. Verneuil, whose eyes 
beamed with unusual animatioo on seeing 
Clara. After mutual coDgratulalions, M. Ver- 
neuil obserred, and lamented, 4.he very indif- 
ferent accommodation whicb Ihe inn afibrded 
bis friends, and M. Mauron immediately in- 
Tited them to bis chateau, with a wartnth of 
bospitality that overcame every^cruple which 
delicacy or pride could oppose. The woods 
tbat Adeline had traversed, formed a part of 
bis demesne, which extended almost to the 
inn ; but he insisted that bis carriage should 
take bis guesfs to the chateau, and departed 
to give oraer9»for their reception. The pre- 
sence of M. Verneuil, and Ihe kindness of bis 
friends, gave La Luc an unusual flow of spi- 
rits ; he conversed with a degree of vigour 
and livelinesB tA^hich he had long been unac- 
customed, and ne smile of satisfaction that 
Clara gavo to Adeline, expressed how mucb 
she thought he was already benefited by the 
voyage. Adeline answered her look with a 
smile of less confidence. for she attributed bis 
present animation to a more temporary cause. 
About half an hour after tue departure 
of M. Mauron, a boy who served as waiter. 
brought a message from a chevalier then at 
the inn, recj^esting to speak with Adeline. 
The man y ho bad pursued her alang the sands 
instantly occurred to her, and she scarcely . 
doubted tbat the stranf^er was some person 
belonging to tbe Marquis de Montalt, perbaps 
Üie Marquis bimself, though that be should . 
have discovered her accidentally, in so obscure 
a place, and so immediately upon her arriva), 
seemed very improbable. With trembling 
lips, and a counteoance as pale as deatb, she 
inquired tbe name of tbe cheyalier. The boy 
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was not acquainted with it. La Luc asked 
whatsort of-a person he was; bat tfae boy, 
who uoderstood little of the art of describing, 
gOLve such a confused accouDt of bim, that 
Adeline could only learn that he was not large, 
but of the mtddle stature. This circumstance, 
however, t^onvincing her that it was not the 
Marquis de Montalt who desired to see her, 
she asked whether it would be agreeable to La 
Luc to have the stranger admitted. La Luc 
Said, *^ By all means ;'^ and the waiter with- 
drew. Adeline sat in trembling expectation 
tili the door opened, and Louis de la Motte en- 
tered the room. He advanced with an embar- 
rassed and melancholy air, though his counte- 
nance had been enlightened with a momenta- 
ry pleasure when he first beheld Adeline: 
Adeline who was still the idol of his heart. 
After the first salutations wemi orer, all appre- 
hension of the Marquis being now dissipated, 
she inquired when Louis had seen Monsieur 
and Madame La Motte. 

" I ou^ht rather to ask^you that question,'' 
Said Louis, in some confusion, '*for I believe 
you bave seen tbem since I have ; and the 
pleasure of meeting you thus is equalled by 
my surprise. I have notheard from my father 
for some time, owing probably to my regiment 
being removed to new quarters." 

He looked as if he wished to be informed 
with whom Adeline How was ; but as this was 
a subject upon which it was impossible she 
could speak in the presence of La Luc, she 
led the conrersation to general topics, after 
having said that Monsieur and Madame« La 
Motte were well when she left tbem. Louis 
spoke little, and offen looked anxiously at Ade- 
line, while his mind seemed labouring under 
strong oppression. She obserred tliis, and re* 
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coUectin^ the declaration he had made her on 
the morningf of his departure from the abbey, 
she attributed his present embarrassment to 
the efiect of a passion yet unsubdued, and did 
not appear to notice it. After he had sat near 
a quarter of an hour, under a stnig^Ie of fee)- 
ings wbich he could neitber conquer or con« 
ceal, he rose to leave the room, and as he pass- 
ed Adeline, said in a low voice, ** Do permit 
me to speak with you alone for fiv^e minutes." 
She hesitated in some confusion, and then say- 
iug there were none but her frieuds present, 
beg^ed he would be seated.— " Excuse me«" 
Said he, in the same low accent ; ^' What I 
would say nearly concerns you, and you only. 
Dofavonr me with a few moments* attention." 
He Said this with a look that surprised her; 
and ha^inff ordered candles in another room, 
fihe went &tfaer. 

Louis sat for some moments silent, and seem- 
ingly in great perturbation of mind. At leogtk 
he said, *' I know |U)t whether to rejoice or to 
lament at this unej^ccted roeeting*, Üiough, if 
you are in safe hands, I ought certainly to re« 
joice, however hard the task that now falls to 
my lot. I am not ignorant of the dangers and 
persecutions you have snfiered, and cannot for- 
oear expressmg my anxiety to know how you 
are now circumstaoeed. Are you indeed with 
friends ?^ «< I am,'* said Adeline ; «' M. La 
Motte informed you."- " No,** repUed Louis« 
with^a deep sigh, ** notmy father.** He paus« 
ed. '* Bat I do indeed rejoice,^ resumed he« 
«' O ! how' sincerehr rejoice ! that you are inr 
safety. Could you Know, lovely Adeline, wl^ift 
Ihave suffered!" Hecheckednimself. <<fiui» 
derstand you had something of importtoce to 
«ay, Sir," said Adeltne ; " you must excuse me 
if I remind f ou that I haye not many moments 
to npare." 

^ H« 
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'' It is iodeed of importaace," repUed Louis ; 
'< vet I know not how to mention it, how to 
«oftea— This task is too severe. Ullas ! my 
poor friend!'* 

« Who is it you speak of, Sir," said Adeline, 
with quickness. Louis rose from the cbair> 
and walked about the room. *' I would pre- 
pare you for what I have to say," he resumed, 
*' but upon my soul I am not equal to it.'' 

<< I entreat you to keepme no longer in sus- 
pense," said Adehne, who had a wild idea that 
it was Theodore he would speak of. Louis 
still heaitated. "Is it— O is it? — I conj'ore 
you teil me the worst at once," said she, in a 
voice of agony. " I can bear it — indeed I 
can.'* 

" My unhappy friend !" exclaimed Louis, 
<« O Theodore ! Theodore !" faintly articulat- 
ed Adeline, " he lives then !"— " He does," 
said Louis, " but"— he stopped.— " But what?" 
oried Adeiine, tpembling^ violently ; " If he is 
livin^, you cannot teil m^rorse man my fears 
suggpesti I entreat you, tBrefore, not to hesi- 
tatek"-4|ioui8 resumed bis seat, and endea- 
vouringf^ assume a coUected air, said, *^ He 
is liying,rji/[adame, but he is a prisoner, and — 
for why should' 1 deceive you ?— -I fear he has 
tittle hope in this world.^' 

<' I have lonr fiäared so, Sir," said Adeline, 
in a voice of ropoed composure ; " you have 
something mor^ terrible than this to relate, and 
I ag^iu entreat you^to explain yourself." 

^^ He has every thing to apprehend from the 
Marmiis de*Montalt," said Louis. «'Alas! 
vhy da I say to apprehend ? His judgment is 
adready fixed— he is condeomed to die.'' 
. At uis con£rmation of her fears a death-Iike 
paleness diffosed itself over the countenance 
of Adeline: .she sat motionless» and attempted 
to sigh, but seemed almost sofibcated. Tern-i 
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fied at her Situation, and-expecting to see her 
faint, Louis would haye supported her, but with 
her hand she waved him from her, and was un- 
able to speak. He now called for assistance, 
and La Luc and Clara, with M. Verneuil, in- 
formed of Adeline^s Indisposition, were quickly 
by her side. ^ 

At the sound of their voices she looked up, 
and seemed to r«collect herseif, when uttter- 
ing a heavy sigh, she burst into tears. La Luc 
rejoiced to see her weep, encoura^edher tears, 
which, after some time, relieved her, and when 
she was able to speak, she desired to go back 
to La Luc's parlonr. Louis attended her 
Zither ; when she was better, he would have 
withdrawn, but La Luc beg-g-ed he would stay. 

" You are perhaps a relation of this young 
lady, Sir,'^ said he, ** and may have brought 
news of her father.*' *' Not so, Sir," repUed 
Louis, hesitating — " This gentleman," «aid 
Adeline, who had now recollected her dissipat- 
ed thoughts, '^is tj^son of the M. La Motte, 
whom you may S^e heard me menticm." 
Louis seemed shocked to be dfhlared the son 
of a man that had acted once so unworthily 
towards Adeline, who instantly perceiving .the 
pain her words occasioned, endeavoured to 
soften their effect by saying, that La Motte 
had sayed her from imminent danger, and had 
afibrded her an asylum for many months. Ade- 
line sat in a State of dreadful solicitude to know 
the particulars of Theodore's Situation; yel 
could not acquire courage to renew the subjeci 
in the presence of La Luc ; she ventured, 
however, to ask Louis if his own regiment was 
quartered in the town. 

He replied, that his regiment lay at Vaceau, 
a French town on the fnmtiers of Spain ; that 
he had just crossed a part of the Gulf of Ly- 



172 THE ROMANCE 

ons, and was on bis way to Sayoy, whither he 
should aet out earlv in the morning. 

" We are lately come from thence," said 
Adeline; *^ may I ask to what part of Savoj 
you are gfoing ?" . " To Leloncourt," he repli- 
ed. <* To Leloncourt !" said Adeline, in some 
surprise. '* I am a stranger to the country," 
resumed Louis, '* but I go to serve my friend. 
You seem to know Leloncour^'' <^I domdeed," 
said Adeline. ^^ You probably know then tbafc 
M. La Luc liyos there, and will guess the 
motive of my journey." 

<^0 beavens! is it possible?" exclaimed 
Adeline, ^' is it possible that Theodore Peyrou 
is a relation of M. La Luc !" 

*' Theodore ! what of my son ?'* asked La 
Luc, in surprise and apprehension. '^ Yoar 
son !'' said Adeline, in a trembling' voice, 
" your son !" The astonishment and anguish, 
depicted on her countenance increaseä the 
apprehensions of this unfortunate father, and 
he renewed bis question.^^But Adeline was 
totally unabl^to answer|^ ; and the dis^ess 
of Louis, in tpus unexpectedly discovering the 
father of bis unhappy friend, and knowing 
that this was bis task to disclose the fate of bis 
son, deprived bim for some time of all power 
of utterance, and La Luc and Clara, whose 
fears were every instant beightened by this 
dreadful silence, continued to repeat their 
questions. 

Atlength a sense bf^the approaching sufier- 
ings of the good La Luc overcoming every 
other feeling, Adeline recovered strengtb of 
mind sufficient to try to soften the intelligence 
Louis had to communicate, andi to conduct 
Clara to another room. Here she coUected 
resolution to teil her, and with much tender 
consideration, the circumstances of her bro- 



OF THE FOREST. 173 

thelV's BituätioQ,concealing only her knowledge 
of bis sentence belogt äready pronouncä. 
Tkis relation necessarily included the mention 
of their attachment, and in the friend of her 
heart Chira discovered the innocent cause of 
her brother's destruction. Adeline also leam- 
ed the occasion of that circnmstance which 
had contributed to keep her ignorant of Theo- 
dore's relationship to La Luc ; she was told the 
former had taken the name of Peyrou, with 
an estate which had been left him about a ^par 
before by a relation of bis mother's upon tiiat 
condition» Theodore had been designed for 
the church, but bis disposition inclined him to 
a more active"life than the clerical habit would 
admit of, ana on bis accession to this estate he 
had entered into the service of the French 
King. 

In the few.and interrupted Interviews, which 
had been allowed them at Caux, Theodore 
had mentioned bis family to Adeline only in 
general terms, and thus, when they if ere so 
suddenly separatedj-^iad, without designing it, 
lefl her in ignorance of bis father's name and 
place of residence. 

The sacredness and delicacy of Adeline's 
grief, which had never permitted her to men- 
tion the subject of it even to Clara, had since 
contributed to deceive her. 

The distress of Clara, on leaming the Situa- 
tion of her brother, could endure no restraint , 
Adeline, who had commanded her feelings so 
as to impart this intelligence with tolerable 
composure, only by a streng efibrt of mind, was 
now almost orerwhelmed by her own and Cla- 
ra's accumulated sufferin|f«^ While they wept 
forth the anguish of their hearts, a scene, if 
possible more affecting, passed between La 
Luc and Louis, who perceived itwas necessary 
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to inform him, thoagh cautiously and by de- 
grees, of tbe füll extent of bis calamity. He 
therefore told La Luc, that though Theodore 
had beea first tried for the ofieoce of having* 
qnitted his post, he was now condemned on a 
Charge of assault made lipon his g«neral offi- 
cer, Üie Marquis de Montalt, who had brought 
witnesses to prove that his life had been en« 
dangered by the circumstance ; and who hav- 
ing pursued the prosecutioo with the most bit- 
ter. Tancour, had at length obtained the sen- 
tence which the law could not withhold, but 
which every other officer in the reg^ment de- 
plored. . . 

Louis added, Ihat the sentence jjFas to be ex- 
ecuted in less than a fortnight, and that Theo- 
dore being very unhappy at receiving no an- 
swers to the letters he bad sent his fatber^ 
wishing to see bim once more, and knowing 
that there was now no time to be lost, had re- 
quested hiiin to go to Leloncourt, and acquaint 
his father with bis Situation. 

La Luc received the äccount of his aon^s 
condition with a distress that admitted neither 
of tears or complaint. He asked where Theo- 
dore was, and desiring to be conducted to bim, 
he thanked Louis for all bis kindness, and or- 
dered post horses immediately. 

A carriag« was soon ready, and this unhap- 
py father, after taking a mournful leaye of M. 
Vemeuil, and sending a compliment to M. 
Mauron, attended by his faroily, set out for the 
prison of his son. The |oumey was a silent 
one ; each indiyidual of the party endeayour- 
ed, in consideration of each other, to suppress 
the expression of grief, but was unable to do 
more. La Luc appeared calm and complacent : 
be seemed irequently to be engaged in prayer ; 
but a strnggle for resignation and composure 
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was sometimes visible upon his countenance, 
notwithstanding the effi>rts of his mind. 



CHAPTER XX. 

^' And .venomed with disgrace the dart of death." 

StwittxU 

We now return to the Marquis de Montalt, 
who having seen La Motte safely lodged in the 
prison of D ■ y , and leaming* the trial would 
not come on immediately, had retumed to his 
Villa on the borders of the forest, where he ex- 
pected to hear news of Adeline. It had been 
his Intention to follow his servants to Lyons ; 
but he now determined to wait a few days for 
letters, and he had httle doubt that Adeline, 
since her flight had been so quickly pursned, 
would be overtaken, and probably oefore she 
could reach that city. In his expectation he 
had been miserably disappointed ; for his ser- 
vants informed him, that thoug^h thev traced 
her thither^hey had n^ither been able to fol- 
low her Mpc beyond, nor to discover her at 
Lyons. This escape she probably owed to 
having erabarked on the Rhone, for it does not 
appear that the Marquis's people thought of 
seeking her an the course of that river. 

His {»resence was soon afler required at 
Vaceau, where the court martial was then set- 
ting ; tbither, therefore, he went with passions 
still more exasperated by his late disappoint- 
ment, and procured the condemnation or Theo- 
dore. The sentence was universally lament- 
ed, for Theodore was much beloved in his regi- 
ment ; and the occasion of the Marquis's per- 
sonal resentment towards him being knowO;' 
everv heart was interested in his causQ. 
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Louis de la Motte happenine^ at tbis time to be 
stationed in the same town, heard an imperfect 
account of his story, and being* conyinced that 
the prisoner was the young Chevalier whom be 
had formerly seen witb the Marquis at the ab- 
bey, he was induced, partly from compassion, 
and partly witb a hope of heanng of his pa- 
rents, to visit bim. The compassioEfate sym- 
pathy which Louis expressed, and the zeal with 
which be tendered bis Services, afTected Theo- 
dore, and excited in bim a warm retum of 
friendship. Louis made bim frequenf Visits, did 
every thing that kiodness could suggest to al- 
le vi ate his sufTerings, and a mutual esteem and 
confidence ensued. 

Theodore at lengtb communicated the chief 
subject of bis concem to Louis, wbo discover 
cd, witb inexpressible grief, that it was Adeline 
whom the Marquis had thus cruelly persecut- 
cd, that it was Adeline for wbose sake the ge- 
nerous Theodore was about to suffer. He 
soon perceived also that Theodore was his fa- 
voured rival; bnt be generously suppressed 
tbe jealous pang this disoovery ocflasiooed, and 
determined that no prejudice of fPllton sbould 
withdraw bim from the duties of humanity and 
friendship. He eagerly inquired wbere Ade- 
line then resided. " She is yet, I fear, in the 
power of the Marquis," said Theodore, sigh- 
mg deeply. " O God ! these cbains !" and he 
threw an agonizing glance upon them. Louis 
Bat silent and thoughtfui; at iength starting 
from his reverie, be said, be would go to the 
Marquis, and immediately quitted tbe prison. 
The Marquis was, however, already set off 
for Paris, wbere he had been sumtnoned to ap- 
pear at the approaching trial of La Motte ; 
and Louis, yet igiiorant of the late transactiontf 
ntihe abbey, retumed totbe prison wbere he 
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endearoured to for^t that Theodore was the 
favoured mal o£ his loye, aod to remember 
hiin onlvasthe defender of Adeline. Soear- 
nestly he pressed his ofTers of senrice, that 
Theodore, whom the silence of his father 
equally suiprised and afflicted, and who was 
yery auxious to see him once again, accepted 
his proposal of eoing* himself to Sayoy. " My 
letters I strongly suspect havebeen intercept-. 
ed by the Marquis,'^- said Theodore ; ^' if so, 
my poor father will have the whole weight of 
this calamity to sustain at once, unless f avail 
myself of your kindness, and I shall neither 
see him nor hear from him before I die. Louis ! 
there aremoments when my fortitude shrinks 
from the conflict, and my senses threaten to 
desert me.'* 

No time was to be lost ; the Warrant for his 
execution had already received the kiog's sig- 
nature, and Louis immediatelv set forward for 
Savoy. The letters of Theoaore had indeed 
been intercepted by order of the Marquis ,who 
in the hope of disccnrering the asylum of Ade- 
line, had opened and adOterwaras destroyed 
them. 

But to retum to La Luc, who now drew 
near Vaceau, and whom his family observed 
to be greatly changed in his looks smce he had 
heard Üie late calamitous intelligence ; be ut- 
tered no complaint ; but it was too obvious that 
bis disorder had made a rapid promss. Louis, 
who, during the joumey, proved the goodness 
of his disposition by the delicate attentions hc 
paid this unhappy party, concealed his Obser- 
vation of the decliise of La Luc, and to sup- 
Eort Adeline*s spirits, endeavoured to convince 
er that her apprehensions on this subject 
were grouadless. Her spirits did indeed re- 
quire Support, for she was now withra a few 
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miles of the town that contained Theodore * 
and while her increasing perturbation almost 
overcame her, she yet tried to appear compos- 
ed. When the carriage entered the town, 
she cast a timid and anxious glance from 
the window in search of the prison ; but hay- 
lüg passed tbrough several streets without per- 
oeiving any building which corresponded with 
her idea of that she looked for, the coach stop- 
ped at the inn. The frequent changes in La 
Luc^s countenance betrayed the violent agita- 
tion of bis mind, and when he attempted to 
alight, feeble and exbausted, he was compelled 
to accept the support of Louis, to ^hom he faint- 
ly Said, as he passed to the parlour, '' I am in- 
deed sick at heart, but 1 trust the pain will not be 
long.^^ Louis pressed his band without speak- 
ing, and hastened back for Adeline and Clara, 
who were already in the passage. La Luc 
wiped the tears from his eyes (they were thfe 
lirst he had shed) as tbej'entered the room. <sl 
would go immediately to my poor boy,'* said he 
to Louis; " yours, Sir, isa mournful office — 
be so good as to conduct me to him. He rose 
to ^o, but, feeble* and overcome with grief, 
agam sat down. Adeline and Clara united in 
entreating that he would ccmpose himself, and 
take some refreshment, and Louis urging the 
n^cessity of preparing Theodore for the inter- 
view, prevailed with him to delay it tili his son 
should be informed of his arriyal, and immedi- 
ately quitted the inn for the prison of his 
friend. When be was gone, La Luc, as a duty 
he owed tbose.he loved, tried, to take some sup- 
port, but the convulsioDs of his throat would 
not suffer him to swallow the wine tha.t he held 
to bis parched Ups, and he was now so much 
disordered, that he desired to retire to bis Cham- 
ber, where alone, and in prayer, he passed the 
dreadful interral of Louises absence. 
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^ Clara, on the bosom of Adeline, who sat ia 
calm but deep distress, yielded to Uie violence 
of her grief. <' I shall lose my dear father too,' ' 
Said sbe, '* I see it ; I sball lose my father and 
mj brother together." Adeline wept with her 
fnend for some time in silence ; and then at* 
tempted to persuade her that La Luc was not 
so ill as she apprehended. 

" Do not mislead rae with hope," she repli- 
ed, ^^ he will not surrive the shock of this ca- 
lamit^: I saw it from the first." Adeline 
knowing that La Luc's distress would be 
heightened by the observance of hisdaughter^s, 
and that inau]gence would only increaseits 
poignancy, endeavoured to arouse her to an 
exertion of fortitude, by urging the necessity of 
commanding her emotion in the presence of 
her father. *' This is possible," added she, 
" however painful may be the effort. You 
must know, my dear, tkat my grief is not in- 
ferior to your own, yet I have hitherto been 
enabied to support my sufferings in silence ; 
for M. La Luc I do, iodeed, love and reverence 
as a parent." 

Louis meanwhile reached the prisonof Theo- 
dore, who received him with an air of mingled 
surprise and impatience. " What brings you 
back so soon,^' said he, *' have you heard news 
of my father ?" Louis now gradually unfolded 
the circumstances of their meeting, and La 
Luc^s arrival at Vaceau. A various emotion 
agitated the countenance of Theodore on re- 
ceiving this intelligence. ^^Mypoor father!" 
said he, *' he has then foUowed bis son to this 
ignominious plac« ! Little did I think whei^ last 
parted, he would meet me in a prison, under 
condemnation !'* This reflection roused an 
impetuosity of grief, which deprived him fov 
Bome time of speech» ^ 
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*< But where is he ?" said Theodore, r6cov 
irering himself ; '' now he is Gome, I shriok 
from the interview I have so tnuch wish^d for« 
The sight of his distress will be dreadful to me* 
Louis ! when I am gfone, comfort my poor fa* 
ther.^ His voice was again interrupted by 
sobs ; and Louis, who had been fearful of ac- 
quainting him at the same time of the arrival 
of La Luc, and the discorery of Adeline, now 
judged it proper to administer the cordial of 
this latter intelligfence. 

The glooms of a prison, and of calamity, 
Tanished for a transient moment; those who 
had seen Theodore would have believed tbis 
to be the instant which gave him life and Über« 
ty. When his first emotiOns subsided, '' I will 
not repine,^' said he, '^ since I knbw that Ade- 
line is preserved, and that I shall once more 
aee my father ; Lwill endeavour to die with re- 
signation." He inquired if La Luc was then 
in the prison ; and was told he was at the inn 
with Clara and Adeline. ^' Adeline ! Is Ade- 
line there too ! — this is beyond my hopes. Yet 
why do I rejoice ? I must never see her more: 
this is no place for Adeline." Again he re- 
lapsed inlo an agony of distress, and again re- 
peated ^uestions concerning Adeline, tili he 
was remmded by Louis that bis father was im- 
patient to see him, when, sbocked that he had 
so long detained bis friend, he entreated him 
to conduct La Luc to the prison, and endea- 
Toured to recoUect fortitude for the approach« 
ing interview. 

When Louis returned to the inn, La Luc was 
sfill in his Chamber, aad Clara quitting the 
room to call him, Adeline seized, with trem- 
libg impatience, the opportnnity .to inquire 
more particularly concerning Theodore, than 
^he chose to do in the presence of his unhapp^* 
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Bister. Louis represented him to be much 
more tranquil than he really was ; Adeline 
vas somewhat soothed hj the accouat ; and 
her tears, hitherto restrained, flowed silently 
and fast, tili La Luc appeared. His counte- 
n^ce hau! recovered its sereaity, but was im* 
l^ressed with a deep and steady sorrow, which 
excited in the beholder a miogled emotion of 
pity and reverence : ** How is my son, Sir ?'* 
Said he, as he entered the room* <* We will 
gq to him immediately.*^ 

Clara renewed the entreaties that had been 
already rejeeted, to accompany her father, 
wbo persisted in a refusal. ^^To-morrow you 
sball see him,*' added he ; " but our first meet- 
ing jnust be alone. Stay with your frieud, my 
dear; she has need of consolation." When 
La Luc was gone, Adeline, unable longer to 
struggle against the force of grief, retired to 
her charabcm and her bed. 

La Luc walked silently towards the prison, 
resting on the arm of L»nis. It was now night ; 
a dim lamp that hung abore showed them the 
gates, and Louis ruog a bell ; La Luc, almost 
overcome with agitation, leaned against the 
postem tili the porter appeared. He inquired 
tbr Theodore, and followed the man ; bat when 
he reached the second court-yard he seemed 
ready to faint, and again stopped. Louis de- 
sired the porter would fetch some water ; but 
La Luc, recorering his^voice, said he should 
sooa be better, and would not snffer him to g>o. 
In a few minutes he was able to follow Louis, 
who led him through several dark passages, 
ahd Uf aflj^tof steps to a door, which being 
unbarj ed, disclosed to him the prison of his son. 
He wa 1 sealed at a small table, on which stood a 
l^mp t lat tbrew a feeble li^ht across the place, 
suffichmt only to show its desolation und 
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wretchedness. When heperceived La Luc, 
he Sprung from his chair, and in the next mo- 
ment was in his arms. " My father,*' said he. 
in a tremulous voice.* '* My son !'* exclaimed 
La Luc ; and they were for some time silent, 
and locked in each other's embrace. At 
length Theodore led him to^ the only chair the 
room afforded, and seating* himself with Louis 
at the foot of the bed, had leisure to obserre 
the ravagea which illness and calamity had 
made on the features of his parent La Luc 
made several efforts to speak, but unabie to 
articulate, laid his band upon his breast, and 
sighed deeply. FearfuI of the consequence of 
so afiecting a scene on bis shattered frame, 
Louis endeayoured to call off his attention Irom 
the immediate object of bis distress, and inter- 
rupted the silence, but La Luc shuddering and 
Gomplaining he was very cold, sunk back in 
his chair. His condition roused Theodore from 
the Stupor of despair ; and while he fiew t» 
Support his father, Eouis ran out forother assist- 
ance, — " I shall soon be better, Theodore,'* 
said La Luc; unclosing bis eyes, *' the faiutness 
is already ^one off. 1 have not been well of 
late ; andthis sad meeting ?^' Unabie any longer 
to command himself, Theodore wrung his band, 
and the distress which had long struggled for 
utterance, hurst in convulsiFe sobs from his 
breast. La Luc gradualiy revived, and exert- 
ed himself to calm the transports of his son; 
but the fortitude of the latter had now entire- 
ly forsaken him, and he could only utter ex- 
clamation and complaint. Ah ! little did I 
think we should ever meet under circumstan- 
ces so dreadful as the present ! But I have 
not deserved them, my father ! the motires of 
my conduct haye still been just." 
^^ That is mj snpreme consobition,'^ sdl^ la 
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JLiUC, '' and ought to support you in tbis hour 
of trial. The Almighty God, who is the judge 
of hearts, will rewara you hereafter. Trust in 
him, my son ; I look to him with no feeble 
hope, but with a firm reliance on bis justice !^' 
La Luc's Toice faltered ; he raised bis eyes to 
hearen with an expression of meek devotion, 
while the tears of bumanity feil slowly on bis 
cheek. 

Still more affected by bis last words, Theo- 
dore tumed from him, and paced the room 
with quick Steps : the entrance of Louis was a 
very seasonabie relief to La Luc, who, taking 
a cordial he had brougbt, was soon sufficiently 
restored to discourse on the subject most inte« 
resting to him. Theodore tried to attain a 
command of bis feelings, and succeeded. He 
Gonversed with tolerable composure for above 
an hour, du ring which La Luc endeavoured to 
clevate, by religious hope, tbe mind of bis son, 
and to enable him to meet with fortitude the 
awful hour that approached. But the appear- 
ance of resignation which Theodore attained 
always vanisbed when he reflected that he 
was gping to leave bis father a prey to grief, 
and bis beloved Adeline forever. When La 
Luc was about to depart, he again mentioned 
her. *' Afflicting as an interview must be in 
our present circumstances,^ said he, " I can- 
not bear the thought of quitting tbe worid 
witbout seemff her once again; yet I know 
not bow to ask her to encouuter, for my sake, 
the miserv df a parting scene. Teil her that 
my thoughts never for a moment leave her ; 
that " — La Luc interrupted, and assured bim, 
that since he so much wished it, he sbould see 
her, thougb a meeting could serve only to 
heigbten the mutual anguisb of -a final separat 

ttODt 
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<< I know ii ; I know it too well,'* said Theo- 
dore ; *' yet I cannot resolve to see her no 
more, aad Üins spare her the pain this inter- 
view must inflict. O, my father! when I 
thiak of those whom I must soon leave for ever, 
my heart breaks. But I will indeed trv to 
profit by your precept and example, and snow 
that your paternal care has not been in rain. 
IVIy g^ood Lottis, go with my father ; he has 
neied of your support. How much I owe this 

fenerous friend,'' added Theodore, ^* von well 
now, Sir." " I do in truth,*' replied LaLac, 
<* and can never repay his kindoess to you. 
He has contributed to support us all ; but you 
re(][uire comfort more than royseif; he shall re- 
main with you ; I will gt> alone.^ This Theo- 
dore would not suffer ; and La Luc no longer 
opposiog bim, tbey affectionately embraced, 
and separated for the night. 

When they reached the inn, La Luc con- 
sulted with Louis on the possibility of address- 
inga Petition to-the sovereign, time enoughto 
sav^e Theodore. His distance from Paris, and 
the Short interval before the period fixed for 
the execution of the sentence, made this de- 
sign difficult ; but believing it was practicable, 
La Luc, incapable as he appeared of perform 
ing so longa joumey,determiQed to attempt it. 
Louis thinkiug that the undertaking would 
prove fatal to the father, without benefiting 
theson, endeavoured, though faintly, to dis- 
suade him from it ; but his resolution was fix- 
ed. '^ If I sacrifice the small remains of my 
life in the service of my child," said he, " i 
shall loselittle: if I save him, I shall' gnia 
6very thing. There is no time to be lost ; I 
will set offimmediately.'* 

He would (lave ordered post horses^ but 
Lpuis and Clara, who was now come from the 
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bed-side of her frieod, urged the tiecessitj of 
histaJdng' a few^hoon' repose: he was at 
length compelled to acknowledge himself un- 
equal to the immediate exertion which the pa- 
rental anxiety prompted, and consented to 
seek rest. 

When he had retired to his Chamber, Clam 
lamented the conditton of her father. *^ He 
will not bear the joamey,** said she ; <* he is 
greatly chang^d within thene few days.^* 
Louis was so entirely of her opinion, that he 
could not dis^ise it, eyen to flatter her with 
a hope. She added, what did not contribnte to 
raise his spirits, diat Adelioe Was so mach in- 
disposed by her gfrief for the Situation of Theo- 
dore, and the sufferings qf La Luc, that she 
dreaded the consequence. 

It has been seen that the passion of yonng 
La Motte had suffered no abatement from time 
or absence ; on the conteary, the persecution 
and the dangers which had pursUM ^eline, 
awakened all his tenderness, and drew her 
naarer to his heart. When he had discorered 
that Theodore loved her, and was belored 
again, he experienced all the angnish of jea- 
lousy and disappointment ; for though she had 
foriMide him to hope, he found it too painful an 
eßbrt to ober her, and had secretly cherished 
the flame which he ought to hare stifled. His , 
heart was, however, too noble to sufier his 
zm\ for Theodore to abate because he was hit 
faToured rtral, and his mind too strong not to 
conceai the anguish this certainty occasioned. 
Tlle attachment which Theodore had testified 
towards Adeline even endeared him to Louis, 
when he had recovered from the first shock of 
disappointment, and that conquest orer 
jealousy which originated in principle, and 
was pursued wiüi difficulty, becaae after- 
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wards bis piide and bis glorj. Wben, how- 
ever, he ap^a saw Adelioe ; saw her in the 
mild digaity of sorrow, more interesting 
than ever ; saw her, though sinking beneath 
itt pressure, yet tender and soücitdus to soften 
the afflictions ofthose around her ; it was with 
the utmost difficulty he preserved bis resolu- 
tion, and forbore to express the sentiments she 
iaspired. Wheo he farther considered that 
her acute sufierings arose from th^ strength of 
her affection, he more than ever wished him- 
seif the objeot of a beart capable of so tender 
a regard, and Theodore in prison and in 
cbaina was a momentary objeot ofenFy. 

In the morning*, wben La Luc arose from 
Short and disturbed slumbers, he found Louis, 
Clara, and Adeline', whom indisposition could 
not prevent from payiog bim this testimonir of 
respect and affection, assembled in the parlour 
of the inn to see bim def)art. After a sligbt 
breakfast, during which bis feelings permitted 
him tolW little, he bade bis friends a sad fare- 
well, and stepped into the carria^e, followed 
by their tears and prayers. Adelme immedi- 
ately retired to her Chamber, whioh she was 
too lU to <|uit that day. In the evening^ Clara 
left her fhend, and conducted by Louis, went 
to Visit her brother, whose emotions, on bear- 
ing of bis fatber's departure» were Tarions and 
strong. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

*< TU onlf when with iubred borror soMte 
At 9ome bas« act, or done, or to be done, 
That the recoiUng- soui, with conscious dread, 
Shrinks back into ttself/' 

Maton. 

We return now to Pierre de la Motte, who, 
after remaining' some wieeks io the prison of 
D Y, was removed lo take bis trial at the 

court of Paris, whither the Marquis de Mon- 
talt foUowed to prosecute the Charge. Ma- 
dame de ia Motte accorapanied her husband to 
the prißon of the Chatelet. His mind suok uo- 
derthe weightofhis misfortuoes; nor could 
all the efforts of his wife rouse hini from the 
torpidity of despair which a consideration of his 
circumstances occasioned. ^hould he be even 
•acquitted of the charge brought against bim 
by the Marquis (which was very unlikely) be 
was DOW in the scene of his former crimes, and 
the moment tbat should liberate bim from the 
walls of his prison would probably c^liver bim 
again into the bands of offended justice. 

The prosecution of the Marquis was too well 
foundea, and its objcct of a nature too serious, 
not to justify the terror of La Motte. Soon af- 
4er the latter had settied at the abbe^ of St. 
Clair, the small stock of moner which the 
emergency of bis circumstances liad left bim, 
bein? nearly exfaausted, his mind became cor- 
roded with the most cruel anxiety conceroing 
the means of bis future subsistence« As hie 
was one evening riding alone in a remote part 
of the forest, musing on his distressed circum- 
«tanoeai and meditatin^ plaiu to relie?« the 
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exigfencies which he saw approachio^, he per« 
ceiFed amonff Ihe trees atsome distance a 
cheralier on horseback, who was ridiog deli- 
berately aloDg^,'and seemed whoUy tmattended. 
A thought daited across the mind of La Motte, 
that he might be spared the evils which threat- 
ened him by robbing this stranger. His form« 
er practices had paased the boundary of ho« 
nesty ; fraud was in some deg^ree familiär to 
him, and the thought was not dismissed. He 
heaitated; eTervmomentofhesitationincreas- 
ed the powier of temptation, the opportunity 
was such as mirht nerer occuragain. He 
looked round, and as far as the trees opened 
saw no peraon but the chey alier, wbo seemed 
by his air to be a man of distinction. Summen- 
ing all his courage, La Motte rode forward 
and attacked him.. The Marquis de Montalt, 
for it was he, was unarmed, but knowing that 
bis attendants were not far off, he refused to 
yield. While they were struggliag for victo- 
ry, La Motte saw several horsemen enter the 
extremity of the avenue, and rendered despe- 
rate by x>ppo6ition and delay, he drew froin his 
pocket a pistol (which an apprehension of ban- 
ditti made him usuallv carry when he rode to a 
distance from the aboey) and fired at the Mar- 
quis, who stasn|ered and feil senseless to the 
g^und. La Motte had time to tear from his 
coat a brilliant Star, some diamond rings from 
his fing^rs, and to rifle his pockets, before hif 
attendants came up. Instead of pursuing the 
robber, thev all, in their first confusion, flew to 
assist their lord, and La Motte escaped. 

He sto|)ped before he reached the Abbcy at 
a little ruin, the tomb fcnrmerly mentionea, td 
examine his booty. ' It consisted of a purse 
containing se?enty louis d^ors, of a diamond 
Star, three rings of great ralue, aod a minia- 
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iure set with brilli^ts c^ the Marquis himself, 
which he had inteiided as ä present for bis fa- 
vourite mistress. To La Motte, wiw but a few^ 
houTs befom had seen himself nearly destitute, 
the view of the treasure excited an almost un- 
gOTeraable transport ; but it was soon check- 
ed whe& he rememfoered the means he had 
employed to obtain it, aad that he had paid for 
the wealth he contemplated the price of blood. 
Naturally violent in bis passions, this reflec-* 
tion sunk him from the summit of exuhation 
to the abyss of despondenoy. He considered 
himself a murderer, and startled as one awak- 
ened from a dream, would haf e gi^en half the 
World, had it been bis, to have been as poor, 
and comparatirely as grailtless as a few pre- 
ceding hours had seen him* On exainining the 
Portrait he discovered the resemblance, aodbe- 
üering that bis band had depriyed the ori^nal 
of Hfe, he ^azed upon the picture with unutte-> 
rable anguisb. To the horrors of remorse suc- 
ceeded the perplexities of fear. Appreheasive 
of he knew no^wbat, he lingered at the tomb, 
where he at length deposited bis treasnre, be- 
lieying that if bis offence sbould awaken justice, 
the abbey might be searched, and those jewels 
betraj him. From Madame La Motte it was 
easy to conceal bis increase of wealth ; Ihr as he 
had neyer made her acquainted with the exact 
State of bis finanoes, she had not suspected the 
extreme poyerty which menaced hinii and as 
tbey contmufä to liye as usual, she beUered that 
their expenses were drawn from the usOal sup- 
ply. Bat it was not so easy to dis^uise tne 
workings of remorse an4 borror : bis maimer 
became gloomy and reseryed, and bis fireauent 
yisits to the tomb, where he went partly to 
examine fais treasure, bat cbiefly to indulge in 
the dreadful pleasure of contettiplating th« 
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picture of the Marquis, excited curiosity. In 
the solitude of the forest, wfaere no variety of 
objeets occurred to renovate his ideaa, the 
horrible one of having committ^ murder was 
erer present to him. — When *the Marquis ar- 
rived at the abbej, the astonishmeat and ter- 
ror of La Motte, for at first he scarce knew 
whether he beheld the shadow or the snb< 
stance of a human forin,were quickly succeed- 
ed by apprehension of the punishment due to 
the crime he had really committed. When 
his distress had preraiied od the Marquis to 
retire, he inforqiJed him that he was by birth a 
Chevalier t he tben touched upon such parts of 
his misfortunes aa he thought wouldexcite pity, 
expressed such abhorrence of his giiilt, and 
voluntarily uttered such a solemn promise of 
retarninff the jewels he had yet in his posses- 
sion, forlie hau ventured to dispose only of a 
small part, that the Marquis at length listened 
to him with some deg^ree of compassion. This 
favourable sentiment, seconded by a selfish mo- 
tive, iniduced the Marquis to c^mpromise with 
La Motte. Of quick and inflammable passions, 
he had observed the bcauty of Adeline with an 
eye of no common reg^rd, and he resolved to 
spare the life of La Motte upon no other condi-' 
tion than the sacrxfice of this unfortunate g-irl. 
La Motte had neither resolntion or virtue suffi- 
cient to reiect the terms — the -jewels were re- 
stored, and he consented to betray'the innocent 
Adeline. But as he was too well acquainted 
with her heart tb believe that she would easily 
be won to the practice of vice, and as he still 
feit a degfree of pity and tenderness for her, he 
endeavoured to prerail on the Marquis to for- 
bear precipitate measures, and to attempt 
-gradiially tb undermine her principles by se- 
aueing* her affections. He approred and 
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adopted tbis plan : the failure of bis first scbeme 
indaced bim to employ tbe stratag^ms be after- 
wards ptirsued, and tbos to multiply tbe misfor- 
tunes of Adeline. . 

Sucb were the circumstances wbicb bad 
brougbt La Motte to bis present deplorable 
Situation. Tbe day of trial was now come, 
and he was led from prfsoa ioto the court, 
wbere the Marquis appeared as bis accnser. 
Wben tbe cbarge was delivered, La Motte, as 
is usual, pleaded not guilty, and tbe AdFOcate 
Nemours, wbo bad undertaken to plead for 
him, afterwards endeavoured to make it ap- 

Sear tbat tbe accusation on the part of the 
larquis de Montalt, was false and maiicfous. 
To tms purpose he mientioned the circumstance 
of the latter hav^^ attempted to persuade bis 
dient to tbe murder of Adeline : he furtber 
ur^ed tbat tbe Marquis bad lived in babits of 
intimacy with La Motte for se^eral months 
immediately preceding bis arrest, and tbat it 
was not tili be bad disappointed tbe desig^ns of 
bis accuser, by conveying beyond bis reach 
the unbappy ooject of bis yeng'eance, tbat tbe 
Marquis badtboug^ht proper to charg^ La Motte 
mtb tbe crime for wbicb be sto<xl indicted. 
Nemours urged the improbability of on^man's 
keepinf up a friendly intercourse with an'otber 
from wbom be liad suffered the double injury 
of assault and robbery : yet it was certain 
tbat the Marquis bad observed a frequent in- 
tercourse with La Motte for some months fol- 
lowing the time specified for tbe cömmission of 
tbe crime. If tbe Marquis intended to fjrose- 
cute, wby was it not immediately afterbis dis- 
covery of la Motte ? and if not then,.wbat bad 
influenced himto prosecutä at so distanta pe- 
riod ? 
Tu tbte nothin^ wa» replied on tbe part of 
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the Marquis ; for as hi« conduct on this poinf 
had been subservient to bis desig-ns on Ade« 
line, he could not justify it but by exposing 
schemes which would betray the darkness of 
bis charaoter, and invalidate bis cause. He, 
therefore, contented himself with producing 
seFeral of bis servants as witnesses of the as- 
sault and robbery, who swore witbout scruple 
to the person of La Motte, though not one of 
tbem had seen bim otherwise than througb the 
ffloom of erening', and ridiog off at füll speed» 
On a cross examioation, mos! of tbem oontra- 
dicted each otber; tbeir evidence was of 
cburse rejected ; but as the Marquis had jet 
two otber witnesses to produce, whose arrtval 
at Paris had bfeen houriy expected, the event 
of the trial was postponed, and the court adt 
joumed. 

La Motte was reconducted to bis pnson un- 
der the same pressure of despondency with 
which he had quitted it. As he walked throug<h 
one of the avenues he passed a man, who stood 
by to let hiin proceed, and who regarded/faim 
with a fixed and earnest eye. La Motte 
thought he had seea bim befbre ; but the im* 
perfect view he caqght of bis features through 
the doskioetsvof the place, made bim uncer- 
tain as to this, and itis mind was in too per- 
turted a state toj suffer bim to feel an inte- 
reston the subject. When he was gone, Uie 
straiu^r inquired of the keeper of the prison, 
who La Motte was; on bemg told, and re- 
ceinng answers to some fart&r questioiis he 
put, he desired he might be admitted to speak 
with bim. The request, as the man was only a 
debtor, was granted ; but as the doors were 
now ehut up for the night, the interview was 
deferred tili the roorrow. 
^ La Mc(t^ fgui^d MMa^e in hts room, where 
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she had been iraiting for some honrs to hear 
the eveDt of the trial. They now wi^bed more 
earnesUy tban erer to see tUeir sod ; but he 
was, as tbey had suspected, ignorant of their 
change of quarters-« öwing to the letters which 
he hiä as usual addressed to them ander an as- 
sümed name, remaioing at the posthouse of 
Auboine. This circumstance occasioned Ma- 
dame La Motte to address her letters to. the 
place of her soa^s late residence, and he häd 
tbus continued Ignorant of bis father'» mis- 
fortunes and reraoval. Madame IrA Motte, 
ftnrprised at receirUig no answers to her let- 
ters, sent o^ aoother) containing an acconnt 
of the trja) as far as it had proceeded, and a 
request that her son would obtain leare of ab« 
seoce, and set out for Paris insjtantly. As she 
was still Ignorant of the fa>lure of her let- 
ters, and had it been otherwise, would not 
haye knawn whither to bare sent them, she di- 
jrected this as usual. 

Meanwhile, his approaching fate was never 
absent for'a moment from Uie piind of La 
Motte, which, feeble bj nature, and still more 
enervated by habits of indulgence, refnsed to 
0Vpport him at this dreadful period. 

While these scenes were passing at Paris, 
La Luc arrived there witboi^t any accident, 
after perfprming ^ jonrniey, djinng which he 
bad been supported a}ni.o9t entirely by the spi- 
jrit of bis laesolntion. He hasten^ to throw 
himself attbe feet of the soFeretgn, and such 
yras the exoess of bis leeting 09 presentio^ 
4i6 Petition which was to äeßßp jt^ hMmi bis 
son, that he conld only look süently up, and 
then (ainted. f^ ki9g r^ceived tne paper, 
and giring Orders for the nnhappy fat|ier te be 
p»ii»^ care of. passed on. Ae was carried 

It 
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back to bis hoteU where he ftwaited tbe cvent 
o£ this final efibrt. 

Adeline, meanirhile, contuiiied at Vaceau, 
in a State of anxiety too powerful for her long 
aritated frame, and thetilness, in conseqnence 
Ol this, coofined her almost wholly to her 
Chamber« Sometimes she ventured to flatter 
herseif with a hope that the joumey of La Luc 
would be successful ; but these short and illu* 
siire inter?al8 of comfort served only to height- 
en, by contrast, tbe despondency that succeed* 
ed, and in the aitemate extremes of feeling 
she experienced a state more torturing thaa 
that produced either by the sharp sting of un- 
expected calamity, or the suUen pain of set- 
tled despair. 

When she was well enough, she came down 
to the parlour to converse with Louis, who 
brought her frequent accounts of Theodore, 
and who passed every moment he could snatch 
from the duty of bis profession, in endeavours 
to Support and console bis afflicted frien^. 
Adeline and Theodore, both looked to bim for 
the little comfort allotted them, for he brought 
them intelli?ence of each other, and whenever 
he appearea, a transient melancholy kindof 
pleasure played round tbeir hearts. He could 
not Gonceal from Theodore Adeline^s Indispo- 
sition, since it was necessary to account for 
her not indulging the eamest wish he repeat- 
edly expressed to see her again. To Adeline 
he spoke chiefly of the fortitude and resigna- 
tion of bis friend, not however förgetting to 
inention the tender afibctipn he constantly ex- 
pressed for her. Accustomed to derive her 
sole consolation ^m the presence of Louis, 
^nd to observe bis unwearied friendship to- 
wards him Whom she so truly loved. she lound 
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her eeteem for bim ripen into g^ratitude, and 
her regard daily increase, 

Thß fortitude with which he had said Theo- 
dore supported bis -calaroities^ was somewhat 
oxsL^Orated. He could not sufficiently for- 
get t^ose lies which bound bim to life, to meet 
bis fate with finnne8s;but though the parox- 
^sxm of grief were acute and frequent, he 
sought, and oftei;i attained, in the presence of 
bis friende, a manly cooiposure. From the 
eyent of bis father's jouroey, he hoped little« 
yet that little was sufficient to keep his mind 
in .the torture of suspense tili the issue sbould 
appear. 

Oa the day precediog that fixed for the exe- 
cution of the sentence, La Luc reached Va- 
ceau. Adeline was at )ier Chamber window 
when the carrisige drew up to the inn ; she 
saw him alight, an4 with feeole steps, support- 
ed bJNJPeter, enter the house. From the lan- 
guor of hi& air,^she drew no favourable omen ; 
and .almost sinkiog ander the violence of her 
emotion, she went to meet him. Clara was 
already with her fatber when Adeline entered 
the room. S^e approached him, but, dreading 
to receive from bis lips a confirmation of the 
misfortune bis couotenance seemed to indi- 
cate, she looked expressively at him and sat 
down, unable. to speak the question she would 
have asked. Ilebeld out bis band to her in 
sil^nee, sunk back in his chair, and seemed to 
be fainting under oppression of heart. His 
mannec confitmed all her fears ; at this dread- 
ful Qonviction her se^ses &iled her, and she 
sat motionless and stupified. 
. I^a Luc and Clara weretoo much occupied 
by t)|eir own distress to obserye her Situation ; 
a(teir «ometime shebreathed abeary sigh, and 
biygt ifite \»m^ l^§}ier«4 ^y wceping, her 
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spirits gradaallj returned, and she at kng^tlt 
Said to La Luc, ^' It is qnoecessary, Sir, to ask 
the success of your \o\imej : yet, when jou 
can bear to mention lhe*8tibject I wish" 

La Luc waved bis haad— •'' Altts !'* teid ber, 
" I have nothiog^ to teil but what you already 
gnw too well. My poor Tbeodore f*' — His 
voice was coiivulsea witb sorrow, -and sotne 
moments of unutteräble ang^ish foUowed. 

Adeline was tbefirüt who recoyeredsufficient 
recoUection to notice*the extreme langüör of 
La Luc, and attend to his support. She order- 
ed4Min refreshments, and entreated he would 
retire to his bed, and suffer her to send for a 
physician ; adding, tbat the fatigue he had suf- 
fered made repöse absolutely necessaiy. 
'' Would tbat I could find it, my dear cbild," 
Said he ; *' it is not in this world tbat I must 
look for it, but in a better, and tbat better I 
trust I shalt soon attain. But where is our 
good friend, Louis La Motte *, he must lead me 
to my son.^' — Grief again intemipted bis utter- 
ance, and the' entrance of Louis was a very 
seasonable relief to tbem alL Theirtears ex- 
plained the question be would have asked ; La 
Lilc immediateiy inquired for bis son, and 
thankiog Louis for all bis kindness to bim, de* 
sired to be conducted to the prison, Louis 
endeavoured to persuade bim to defer his visit 
tili the morning, and Adeline' and Clara joined 
their entreaties witb his, but La Luc determin* 
ed to go tbat night. — ^* His time is short,^ said 
be ; ^^ a few hours and I shall see him no more, 
at least in this world : let me not neglect these 
pj«cious moments/ Adeline ! I had promised 
my poor boy tbat be shonld see you once more; 
you SLve not now e^ual to tbe meetin^. I will 
try to reconcile bim to tiie disappointment ; 
but ^ I f^?i sind you are better m tfae mom^ 
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iog^) I kaow you will exert ybürself to Bustain 
the interview.^'"— Adeline looked impatient, and 
attempted totspeak* La Lac rose Co depart» 
but could only reacb the döor of tbe roora, 
where ^int and feeblef fae sat down in a chair. 
" I imist submit to neccssity,*' said he ; *' 1 
find 1 am not able to go farther to-nigbt. Go 
to him, La Motte, änd teil him 1 am somcwhat 
disordered by my journey, but thai I will be 
with him early in the roomingp. Do not flatter 
him with a hope ; prepäre him for the worst*' 
— There was a pause of silence ; La Luc, at 
lengtb recovering himself, desired Clara would 
Order his bed to be got ready, and she willinff- 
ly obeyed. When he withdrew, j^Mue toTd 
Louisyehat was indeed vnnecessary, the event 
of LaWiUc's joumey. ♦* I own," continued 
she, ^' that I had sometimes sufiered myself tu 
hope, and*I uow feel this calainity with dou- 
ble force. I fear too that M« La Luc will sink 
^uoder tts pressure: he is much altered for the 
worse sinee he set out for Paris. Teil me your 
opinioQ sincerely.'' 

The chanre was so obvious, that Louis could 
notdeof it, but he endeavoured to soothe her 
apprehension by ascnbing this alteration, in a 
great measure, to the temporary fatigue of 
travelling. Adeline declared her resolution of 
accomj^knying La Luc to takeleave of Theo- 
dore in the morning. " I know not how I shall 
Support the interview," said she ; '* but to see 
him onoe more is a duty I owe both tQ htm and 
myself. The remembrance of haying neglect- 
ea to give him this last proof of affectton 
would pursue me witti ineessant remorse.*' 

After tome fiaülher cooversation on this sub- 
ject Louis withdrew to the prison, ruminating 
oBth^be»t mean« of imparting to his friend 
the fatal inteUigeiice be bad to commumcate. 
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Theodore recjeiTed it wUh more cotnposure 
than he had ejLpected : but he asked, with. im- 
patience, why 1)6 uid not see his fallier and Ade- 
line, and on Wn^ iaformea that indisppsition 
withheld them, bis imagiaation ^eized öxi the 
worst possibility, and sug^ested that KU father 
was dead. It was a conside^able Urne before 
Louis could conrince himof the contrary, and 
that Adeline was not dangerously ill ; when, 
howeyer, he was assured Üiat he should see 
them in the mornin^, he becanne more tran- 
quil. He desired bis friend would not leave 
bim that nig^b.t. " These are the last bours we 
can pass together,^' added he ; '* I cannot 
sleep ! Stajr with me^ and ligbten their beavy 
moments, I haye need of comfort, Louis. 
Young as I am» and held by such stlhig' at- 
tachments, I cannot quit the world witb re- 
Bignation. I knownotbow to credit: Ihese sto> 
ries we hear of philosophic fortitude ; wisdom 
cannot teach us cheerfuüy tb resign a good, 
and life, in my circumstances, is surely such.'^ 

Th^ night was passed in embarrassed con- 
versation ; sometimes intenrupted by long fits 
of silence, and sometimes by the paroxysms of 
despair ; and the morning of that day . wbich 
was to lead Theodore to death at length dawn- 
ed througb the grates of his prison. 

La Luc meanwbile^ passed a sleepless and 
dreadful night. He prayed for fortitude and 
resignation both for himself and Theodore; 
but the pangs of nature w^jre powerful in his 
heart, and , not to be subdued. The ideaof 
his lamented wife, and of whs^tshe would ha?e 
suffered had she Jived tp witnesb the ignomini- 
ous death which awaited her son, frequently 
occurre4i to bim. 

It seeroed as if adestiay had hung overihe 
iife of Theodore, for it is probable t|iat thß 
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king: nn^M have g^ranted the petition of ibe 
unhapp^ father, had it not happened that the 
Marquis de Moxitalt was present at court when 
the paper was pref^enledt The appearance 
and Singular distress of Üie petitioner had in- 
terested the monardh^ and, instead of putting 
by the pafier, he opened iV As he threw his 
eyes oiter it, observin^ that the criminal was 
of the Marquis def Montalt's regiment, he turn- 
ed to him, and inquired the nature of the of- 
fence for which the culprit was about to suffer. 
The answer was such as might have been ex- 
pected from the Marquis, and the king was 
convinced that Theodore was not a proper 
object of mercy. 

but to return to La Luc, who was. calied 
according to his order at a yery early hour. 
Having passed some time in praycr, he went 
dowD to the parlourwhere Louis, punctual to 
the moment, aiready waited to conuuct him to 
the prison. He appeared caliti and collected, 
but his countenance was impressed with a fix- 
ed despair that sensibly affected his young 
friend. While they waited for Adeline, he 
spoke little, and seemed strugglin^ to attain 
the fortitude necessary to support him through 
the approaching scene. Adeiine not appear- 
in?, he at length sent to hasten her, and was 
told she had been ill, but was recovering. , She 
had indeed passed a night of such agitation, 
that her frame had iKunk under it, and she was 
now endeayouring to recover strength and 
composure sufficient to sustain her in this 
dredpoful hour. Every moment that brought 
her nearer to it had increased her emotion, and 
the apprehension of beineprevented. seeing 
Theodore, had alone enabled her to strug^le 
agatnstthe united pressure of illncss and ^lef. 

{She noW) wiÖi Clara, joined ta Luc, who 
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adranced as they enlered tbe rooni, aod tock 
a band of each in sllonce. After Borae mo- 
menU he proposed to go, and they stepped in- 
to a carnage« whioh. conyeyed them to thc 
rates of the priBon. The crowd had already 
begun to assemble there, aod a confused ihur- 
mur arose as the carriage moyed forward ; it 
was a grie?ou9 si^il tö (he friends of Theo- 
dore. Louis supported Adeline wh%Q sbe 
aligbted ; sbe was scarcely able to walk, and 
with trembling steps she followed La Luc, 
whoin the keeper led towards that part of the 
prison where bis aon was confioed. it was now 
eight o'clock, the sentence was not to be ex- 
ecuted tili twelve, but a guard of soldiers was 
already placed in the court, and as this unbap- 
pj party passed along tbe narrow avenues, the^' 
were met by several officers, wbo had been to 
take a last farewell of Theodore. As they 
ascended the stairs that led to bis apartment, 
La Luc^s ear- caught the cliq^ of chains, and 
beard bim Walking above with a quick irregu- 
lär Step. The unhappy father, overcome by 
tbe moment wbich now pressed upon him, stojp- 
ped, and was obliged to support himself by the 
oalustrade. Louis, fearing the consequence of 
bis gprief might be fatal, shattered as bis frame 
alr^idy was, woold have gone for assistance, 
bttt he made a sign to bim to stay. ** I aia 
better ;*' said La Luc, " O God ! pupport me 
throueh this bour !" apd in a (ew iQpimeots he 
was able to proceed. 

As tbe warder iinlocked tbe door, the harsh 
grating of the key shocked Adeline, but io th^ 
next moment shp was in tbe preseoce of Theo* 
dore, wbo sprung t9 meet her, and caught her 
ia bif arms beßire sbe sunk to thc ground. As 
km head repUned on bis Shoulder, he tMiii 
WeireA Ihnt eouBtenance so 4evf tQ liiPb 
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which had so often lighted rapture in bis heart, 
and which, though pale and inanimate, as it 
now wa8,awakened him to momentarj delight. 
When at leng^ she unclosed her eyes, she fix« 
ed them in long and mournful gaze upon Theo- 
dore, who pressing her to bis heart, could an- 
swer her only with a smile of mingled tender- 
ness and despair ; the tears he endeavoured to 
restrain trembied in bis eyes, and he forgot for 
a time ever^ tbing but Aaeline. La Luc, who 
had seated bimself at the foot of the bed, seemed 
unconscious of what passed around him, and 
entirely absorbed in bis own grief ; but Clara, 
as she clasped the band of her brother, and 
hung weepmg on bis arm, expressed aloud all 
the anguish of her heart, and at lengtb recall- 
ed the attention of Adeline, who, in a Toice 
scarcely audible entreated she would spare 
her fatber. Her words roiised Theodore, and 
supporting Adeline to a chair, he turned to La 
Luc. ** My dear child !'* said La Luc, sprasping 
bis hand and bursting into tears, '* My dear 
child!" They wept togetber. After a long in- 
ternal of silence, he said, " I thought I could 
have sunported tbis bour, but I am old and 
feeble. God knows my efforts for resignation, 
myfiiitb in bis goodness !^ 

Theodore, by a streng and sudden exertion, 
assumed a composed and firm countenance, 
and endeavpuredy by erery genfle argument, 
to sootbe and comfort bis weepinr friends. La 
Luc at length seemed tp conquer nis sufferings ; 
drying bis eyes, he said, ** My son, I ought to 
bare set you a better example, and practised 
the precepts of Ibrtitude 1 bare so muk giren 
you. Butitifover; Iknow, and will penorm 
my duty." Adeline breathed a heavy sigb, 
and conttnued to weep. ^^Be comforted, mj 
Iq?«, we p»rt but for a time»** vM Tbeodoi^i 
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as he kissed tfae tean from her cheek ; and 
uniting her hand wtth that of bis father's, he 
eamestly recommended her to his protection. 
•* Receire her,'* added he, " as the most pre- 
cious le|facy I can bequeath ; coosider her as 
joar chiid. Sbe will console you vrhen 1 am 
gone, she will more than supply the loss of 
your son.** 

La Luc assured him that he did now, and 
shonld continue to retard Adeline as hi^ 
daughter. During* those afflicting hours he 
endeavoured to dissipate the terrors of ap- 
proachiDg death by inspiring his son witb reli- 
gious confidence. His conrersatioa was pi- 
ous, rational and consolatory : he spoke not 
from tbe cold dictates of the head, but from 
tbe fee]ings of a heart wbich had long loved 
and practisedthe pure precepts of Christianity, 
and wbich now drew from them a comfort, 
such as notbing eartbly conld bestow 

" You are young, my son," said he, "and 
are yet innocent of any great crime ; you may 
tberefore look on deatb without terror, for to 
the giülty only is his approaeb dreadful. 1 feel 
that I sball not long survive you, and.1 trust in 
a merciful God that we shall meet in a state 
where sorrow nerer comes ; wkere the Son of 
Righteousness tkall come toUh healing in his 
wing /" As he spoke he looked up ; tbe tears 
still tremblea in bis eyes, wbich beamed witb 
meek yet fervent devotion, and his counte- 
nance glowed witb tbe digpiity of a superior 
being. 

"Let US not neglect the awfol moments,'» 
said La Luc, rising, " let our united prayers 
ascend to Hirn wbo alorie can comfort and Sup- 
port US !" They all knelt down, and he prayed 
witb that simple and sublime eloquence wbich 
t rue piety' inspires. When he rose he embrac- 
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ed his children separately, asd when be came 
to Theodore he paused, ga^ed ifpoxi him with 
äD earaest^ mournful ezpressioD, and was for 
some thne aiiable to »peak. Theodore coald 
Dot bear this ; he drew bis band before bis eyes, 
and rainly endeavoured to stifle the deep sobs 
whicb coüTulsed his fratne. At lengtb reco* 
venng' his voice, he entreated his father would 
leave him. ^* This ixiisery is too much for nt 
all," Said he, "let us notprolong it. The 
time is naw drawing'on — ^leave me to compose 
myself. The sharpness of death consists in 
parting^ with those wbo are dear to us ; when 
that is passed death is disarmed.^' 

" I will not leave you, itty soa," replied La 
Luc: " My poor girl shadl go, but for tnel will 
be with you in your last moments.'^ Theodore 
feit that this would be too much for tbem botb, 
and urged every argumeot whicb reason couid 
suggest to prevail with bis father to relinquish 
his desigpQ. But he remained firm in his deter- 
mination. *^ I will not jsuffer a selfish consi* 
deration of the pain I may endure,^8aid LaLuc, 
** to tempt me to desert my child when he will 
most require my support. It is my duty to 
attend you, and notbing shall withhold me." 

Theodore seized on the words of La Luc : 
<^ As you would that I should be supportedin 
ray last hour," said he, ** 1 entreal that you 
will not be witness of it. Your presence, my 
dear father,' wouM subdue all my fortitude; 
would destroy what little composure I may 
otberwise be able to attain. Add not to my 
aufferings the vieW of your distress, but leave 
me to lorget, if possitile, the dear parent I 
must qtiit fbr erer." His tears flowed anew. 
La Luc continued to gaze on him in silent a|o- 
ny ; at length he said, <' Well, be it so. If in- 
deed my presence would distress you, I will 
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not go." His Toice was broken «oA iDtermpt« 
ed. After a pause of some moments he again 
embraced Theodore : ^ we must part,'^ said 
he, '* we mMtH part, but it is only tor a time: 
we shall soon be reunited in a hieber world! 
O God ! thoii seest my heart ; £ou seest all 
its feeliogs in this bitter hour !* Grief again 
overcame him. He pressed Theodore in ^ his 
arms ; and at lengfth seeminr to summon all 
his fortitude, he agafn said, '* We muH pari : 
Oh ! my son, farewell for ever ki-^is world \ 
The mercy of Almighty God support and bloss 
you!" 

He tumed away to leare the prison, but 
qnite wom out wiäi g^rief, sank into a chair 
near the door he wonld bare opened. Theo- 
dore ,gfazed, with adistracted oountenance, al- 
temately on his fitther, on Clara, and on Ade< 
line, whom he pressed tohis tbrobbing^ heart, 
and their tears flowed together. '^ And do I 
then," cried he, ** for the last time look upon 
tbat oountenaoce ! ^haU I.;neyer, never more 
behold it? O! exquisite misery! Yetonce a- 
l^n, once more," continued he, pressing^ her 
cheek, but it was insensible and cold as mar- 
ble. 

Iiouis, who had left the room soon after ha. 
Luo arriTod, that his presence roight not Inter- 
rupt their farewell gnef, now retumed. Ade- 
line raised her head, and perceiTing who en- 
tered, it again sunk on the bosom of Theo- 
dore« 

Louis appeared much aritated, La Luc 
arose: <* we must go," said hei *^ Adeline 
mylore, exert yourself ; Clara, m children, 
let US depart Tet one last, last eniiHraoe, and 
then !**— Louis adranoed, and took his band ; 
"My dear Sir, I bare somethingto say ; yet I 
fiftar to teil it,*' «Wh»t4oyoanieaQ?^iMdLa 
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LUC, with qnickiiMs : *' No new mitfoitane 
can h»ye power to afflict me at this moment. 
Do not fear to «peak." ** I rejoice tbat I can- 
not put you to the j>roof,'^ replied Louis ; ** I. 
bare seen you sustain the most trying affliction 
with fortitude. Can you support tbe trans'- 
porta of hope?^ La, Luc gazed ea^rly on 
Louis. <' Speak !*' said he, in a faint voice. 
Adeline raised her head, and tremblin^ be- 
tween hope and fear, looked at Louit as if »he 
would have searched his soul. He smiled 
cbeerfully upon her. ** Is it : O ! I» it possi- 
ble!^ she exclaiftied, suddenly reanimated. 
^* He Ufcs ! He lives i" She said no more, 
but ran to La Luc, who sunk faintingf in his 
chair, while Theodore and Clara with one voice 
called on Louis to relieve them froin^e tor- 
tures of suspense. 1|| 

He proceeded to tnform them, tiiat he had 
obtained from the commanding officer a respite 
^r Theodore tili the kin^'s farther pleasure 
could be known, and this^in conseauence of a 
letter recetved that mormng from bis mother» 
Madame de la Motte, in which she mentioned 
some rery extraordinary circumstances that 
had appeared in the cuiurse of a trial lately 
conducted at Paris, and which so materially 
affected the4:baracter of the Marquis de Mon* 
taltiip to Tender it possible a pardon mtght be 
obtamed for Theodore. 

These words darted with the' mpidity of 
ligbtnin|f upon the hearts of bis hearers. La 
Luc revired, and that prison so lately the scene 
of despair, now echoed only to the voice of 
gratitnde, and gladness. La Luc, raisiiur his 
clasped bands to Heayen, said, ^' Great God, 
support me in this moment, as thiou hast already 
supported me-^If my son lires I die in peace«^* 

lle embraced Theodore, and remamberiDg 
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the aoguish of bis last embrace, tears of thank- 
fulness and joy flowed to tbe contrast. So 
powerful indeed was the eiTect of tbis tempo- 
raiy reprieve, and of tbe hope it mtroduced, 
tbat if an absolute pardon ^ad been obtained, 
it could scarcely for the moment bave diffused 
a more lively joy. But wben tbe first emotions 
were subsided, the uncertaintyof Theodore'» 
fate once more appeared. Adeline forebore to 
express tbis, but Clara without scrupie lainent- 
ed the possibility tbat her brother migbt yet 
be|taken from them, and all their joy be tum- 
ed to sorrow. A look from Adeltne cbecked 
her. Joy was, however, so much the predo- 
minant feelin^ of the present moment, tbat tbe 
shade which reflection threw upon tbeir bopes 
passed away like the cloud tbat is dispelled by 
the sti^lCi^th of the sunbeam ; and Louis alone 
was pensive and abstracted. Wben tbey were 
suflteiently composed, be informed them, tbat 
the Contents of Madame de la Motte's letter 
obliged him to set out for Paris immediately ; 
and that the intelligence be had to communi- 
. cate intimatel^ concerned Adeline, who woald 
nndoubtedly judi^e it necessarv to go thitber 
also as soon as her heallh would permit. IIc 
then read to bis impatient auditors such pas- 
sages in the letter as were pecessai^ to expiain 
bis roeaning ; but as Madame de la Mott«^ad 
omitted to mention some circumstances oHm- 
portanco^ be understood, the foUowing is a 
relationof the occurrences thatbad lately bap- 
pened,at Paris. 

It may be reroembered, tbat on tbe first daj 
of tbe trial, La Motte, in passinjf^ from the 
Courts; to bis prison, saw a person wbose fea- 
tures, tbougb imperfoctlv säen tbrougb tbe 
dusk, he thooght be reoollected ; and trat this 
aane penoo« afker inquimg the ittme of Lü 
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Motte^ desired to be admitted to bim* On the 
foliowieg day the warder compUed withhis 
reqaest, and the surprise of La Motte mav be 
imagioed when in the stronf er light of bis 
apartment, he disüngaished the countenance 
of the man frora whose hands he had formerly 
received Adeline. 

On obaerviag Madame de la Motte in the 
room, he Baid' he had something of conse- 
qaence to impart, and desired to be left alone 
with th& prisoner. Whe^ she was gone, he 
fold de la Motte that he uuderstood he was 
confined at the suit of the Marquis de Montalt. 
La Motte assented. *^ I know him for a fU- 
lain," Said the stranger boldly. ** Yourcase 
ia desperate. Do you wish for life ?" " Need 
the question be asked?^' ^^ Your ti^, I un- 
derstand, proceeds to-morrow. I &flHp ^^' 
der confinement in this place for o^n ; but 
if you can obtain leave for me to go with you 
into the courts, and a condition from the judee 
that what 1 reveal sball not criminate myself, 
I will make discoveries that shall confound 
that same Marquis ; I will prove him a villain ; 
and it shall then be judgea how far bis word 
ought to be taken against you." 

La Motte, whose interest was now strongly 
«xcited, desired he would explain himself; 
and the man proceeded to relate a long history 
of the misfortnnes and consequent poyer^ 
whlch had tempted him to become sjü^servient 
to the schemes of the Marquis, tili S sndden- 
ly checked himself, and said, ^' WhQn I obtain' 
from the coart the promise I require, I will ex- 
plain myseif fully ; tili then I cannotsay more 
on the subject.^ 

La Motte could not forbear expressing % 
doubt of bis lincerity, wad a cnriosity jQoncern» 
iug tbe motire tbat had induced him to bepooie 
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tha Marqub^ acouser. '* As to my motilre, it 
19 a rery natond oae," replied the man : " it 
is oo-easy matter to receire ili usaffe withput 
resentinp it, particularlj from a ▼iUaiii wIkmi 
you hava serred." — ^La Motte for his own aake 
endeayoured to* check the vebemence with 
which this was uttered» ** 1 care not who 
hears me," contiaued the straager, bot at the > 
same time he lowered his Toice ; '* 1 repeat it 
-—the Mavyiis has used me iU — I have kept bis 
secret long^ eiiough^ He does not thitik it 
worth while to secure mj silence, or he wouid 
reliere my necessities. I am in prison Ibr 
debt, and hare applied to him for relief : sinoe 
he does not choose to give it, let him take the 
consequence. I Warrant he shall soon repent 
tbat h^nprovoked me, and 'tis fit he shoald.'' 
The d^^k of La Motte were now dissipated; 
the prospect of life again opened'upcm him, 
and he assured Du oosse (which was the 
straneer^s name) with mnch warmth, that he 
would commissioii his advocate to do all in his 
power to obtain leave for liis appearaoce on 
the trial, and to procure the necessary oondi- 
tion. After some farther conyersation they 
partM. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

*^ Drag forth the legal monster Into U^ 
Wreneli from hb hand Opprasion'k iroa rod. 
And bid the cnael feütlM fiäiiis tbej gite." 

Lbayb was at lengrth granted for the ^ap- 
pearance of Du Bosse, with a promise that his 
words should not criminate him, and he accom- 
pa!Bied La Motte into courC. 
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The conftnion of the Marquis de MonlaU 
oxk perceiTiDg this man ncas obtenred by mwof 
penoos pfewnt, and particQlariy by La JlioCte, 
Ywho drew from this circumstance afarommUa 
presag« for himselt 

1^ hca Da Bosse was called «pon, he infomi* 

ed the codrt, that on the night of the tvrenty- 

first of April in the precediog jear, one Jean 

d'AuBoy, a man he nad known many years, 

came to bis lodg^ng. After they had aiscoare- 

ed finr some time on their circomstanoes, 

d' Aunoy said he koew a wäy by which Du 

Bosse mifffat change all bis poverty into riches, 

but that he would not say more tili he «ras 

certain he would be willing to folloiT it The 

distressed State in whicb Da Bosse then was, 

made bim anxious to leam the mefl^which 

would briof^ bim relief ; he eaferimPlluired 

irhat bis fnend meant, and after some time 

d^Aunoy explained bimself. He said he was 

employed by a nobleman (who he afterwards 

tola Da Bosse was the Marquis de Montalt) to 

carry off a youog girl from a conjent, and that 

sbe was to be taken to a bonse at a few leagoes 

distance from -Paris. *' I knew the bouse he 

described well,^ said Da Bosse^ <<for I had 

been there many times with d^Aanoy, who 

Ilted there to aroid bis creditors, thoueh he 

onen passed bis nigbts at Paris. He wouM not 

teil me more of thescheme, but said Ifie should 

want assistance, and if I and my brother, who 

is since dead, would join him, bis employer 

would grudfe no money, and we should be w^ 

rewar&d, Idesired him again to teil me more 

of the plan, but he was obstinate, and after [ 

had told him 1 would consider of whät he had 

said, and speak to my brotber, he went away. 

When he called the next night for bis au- 
swar, my bro^herandl W'eal t» ^^^fH^ ttA 

TÖL. If. »• 
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according^fy we went bome with bim. He 
theo told Qs that the youoff lady be was to 
bring tbither, was a natural daaghter of tbe 
, Marqub de Moatalt, and of a nun beiong^ng 
ig a oonrent of Ursulines ; tbat bis wife htä 

ceived tbe'cbild immediately on ita birtb, 
and bad been allow ed a bandsome Annuity to 
bring it up as ber own, wbicb sbe bad done 
tili ber deatb. Tbe cbild was tben placed in 
a conrent, and designed for the veil ; but wben 
sbe was of an age to receive tbe vows, sbe bad 
steadily persistc« in refusing them. This cir< 
cumstance bad so mucb exasperated tbe Mar- 
quis, tbat in bis rage be ordered, tbat if sbe 
persisted in ber obstinacy, sbe should be re- 
moved from tbe convent, and got rid of aoy 
way, sÜMa if sbe lived iq the world, ber birth 
might^^KlisGovered, and in consequence of 
tbis, her motber, for wbom be bad yet a re- 
gard, would be condemned to expiate ber 
crime by a terrible death." 

Du Bosse was interrupted in bis narrative 
by tbe counsel of the Marquis, who contended 
tbat tbe circumstances alleged tending to 
criminate bis dient, the proc^MÜng was botb 
irrelevant, and illegal. He was answered 
that it was not irrelevant, and therefore not 
legal, for that the circumstances wbich tl 
light upon the character of the Marquis, 
fected bis evidence against La Motte. Du 
Bosse was suffered to proceed. 

*^ D'Aunoy then said that the Marquis bad i 
ordered bim to despatch ber, but tbat as he I 
bad been used to see her from her infancy, he 
<lotttd not find in bis heart to do it, and wrote < 
to teil bim so. Tbe Marquis then commanded i 
bim to send those who would, änd this was the 
business fot wbich be wanted us. My brother •' 
and 1 were not «0 wicked as this camo to, wadd 

1 
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so we told D'Aonoy, and I could nothelp ask- 
ing^ wby the {Marquis resolved to murder his 
own child, rathop than expose her mother to 
the risk of suffering deatb. He said the Mar- 
quis faad never seen his cbild, and.that thece- 
fore it could not be supposed he feit mueh 
kindness towards it, and still less that he could 
lo7e it better than he loved its mother." 

Du Bosse proceeded to relate how muchlie 
and his brother had endeavoured to soften -the 
faeart of D'Aunoy towards the Marquis's daugh- 
ter, and that they prevailed with him to writc 
again and plead for her. D'Aunoy went to 
Paris to await the aaswer, leaving them and 
the yoMng rirl at the house on the heath, 
where the rormer had * consented toremain, 



seemingly for the purpose of execu^^M^the or- 
dern thev raigbt receive, but really^pth a de- 
sign to 4l|ire the unbappy rictim from the sa- 



crifice. 

It is probable that Du Bosse, in this in- 

stance, gave a false account of his motive, 

since, if he was really guilty of an intention 

so atrocious as that of murder, he would na- 

turally endcavour to conccalit. Howerer 

this might be, be affirmed that on the night of 

•^he twenty-sixth of April, he received an or- 

^JMr from D'Aunoy, for the destruction of the 

Yirl whom he had afterwards delirered intathe 

hands of La Motte. 

La Motte listened to this relation in asto- 
nisbraent; when he knew that Adeline was 
the daughter of the Marquis, and remember- 
- ed thö crime to which he had once devoted 
her, his frame tbrilled with horror. He now 
took up the Story, and added an account of 
what had passed at the abbey between the 
Marquis and himself concemmg a design of 
the rormer upon the life of Adeline ; and urg-r 



L 



tJf THE ROMANCfi 

ed, M a praof of tiie preieiit proseciitioii ori- 
ginatiiig in nuüice, that it had oomnieiicad im- 
mediatäjT after he had eli^tad ber escape 
from the Marqais. Heconclad«d, hbwerer, 
witb ■aym; , tlutt as the Man^uk had imme- 
dHhtely «e&t bis people in pnrsait of her, it was 
pMtibie she mif^ht yet ha?e fallen a yictim to 
iiis yengeance. — Here the Maniuis^s counsel 
acfain interfered, and their objections were 
again oyemiled bj the conrt. The uncom* 
mon degree of emotion which bis coantenance 
betravM during the narrations of Da Bosse 
and Ue La Motte, was generallj obsenred. 
The court snspended the sentence of the lat- 
ter, qrdered that the Marquis should be put 
nnder immediate arreat, and that Adeline (che 
name giren by her foster-motber) and Jean 
D* Aunoy should be sought for. The Marquis 
was aocordingly seized at the suitof Ijl^ croirn, 
and put under confinement tili Adeline should 
appcAr, or proof could be obtained that she 
died by bis order, and tili D'Auno^ should 
coniirm or destroy the evidence of De La 
Motte. 

Madame, wbo at iength obtained inteili- 
gence of ber'son'ft residence from the town 
where he was formerly statiooed, had acquaint- 
ed bim with bis fatber's Situation and the pro^^ 
ceeding9 of the trial ; and ay she belieyed that 
Adeline, if she had been sa fortünate as to es- 
cape the Marquis's pursuit, was still in Savoy, • 
she desired Louis would obtain leaye of ab« 
sence, and bring her to Fafris, where her im- 
mediate presence was requisite to substantiate 
the eridence, and probably to saye the life of 
La Motte. 

On the receipt of ber letjter, which happen- 
ed on the mormog appointed for the execntion 
ef Theodore, Louis went immediately Uy the 
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commandiiig^ officer, to petition for m mpito 
tillthe kiii^'s fttrther fdessnreshoutdbe known« 
He foondM ^s |dea on the arrest of the Mkr- 
quis, and ahowed the letter he bad just re* 
ceived. The commanding officer readüygrant- 
ed a reprieve, and Louis, who, on the arrind 
of this letter, had forbome to communioate 
its Contents to Theodore, lest it should torture 
bim with falsehope, now bastened to bim with 
this comfortable news. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

"Low on hif fttn'nd oouch be Hm ! 
No piQriDf faearti no eye, aflbrd 
A tear to gnce hisobnqoie«." 

Grojf. 

On leaming the purpose of Madame De La 
Motte^s letter, Adeline saw the nedessity of 
her immediate departnre for Paris. The life 
of La Motte, who had more than aaved her's, 
tbe life, perhaps, of her belored Theodore, de- 
pended on the testimonj she should gire» And 
she who bad so lately been sinking under the 
influence of iUness and despair, who could 
scarcely raise her languid head, or speak but 
in the nuntest accents, now, reanimsSted with 
hope, and inrigorated by a sense of the import- 
ance of the business 1>efi>re her, pimared to 
perform a rapid joumey of some hnndired 
miles. 

Theodore tenderly entreated that she would 
80 far consider her health, as to delay this iour- 
ney for a few days ; but with a smUe of an- 
chanting tendeniess, she assured bim, Ihat ibe 
was now too bappy to be ill, and that tbe lame 
cause whicb would confirm her happinew, 
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would confirm her health. So strong^ was Üie 
effect of hope upon her mind now, that it suc- 
ceeded to tne misery of despair^at it orer- 
came the shock ehe stifiered od believing^ her- 
seif a daughter of the Marquis, and every 
ofher - painful reflection. She did not even 
foresee the obstacle that circumstance might 
prodace to her union with Theodore, should he 
at last be permitted to live. 

It was settled that she should set off for Paris 
in a few hours, with Louis, and * attended by 
Peter. These hours were passed by La Luc 
and bis family in prisoo. When the tim^ of her 
dcparture arrived, the spirits of Adeline again 
forsook her, and the iilusions of joy disappear- 
ed. She no longer beheld Theodore as one 
respited from death, but took leavQ of bim 
witn a mournful preseotiment that she should 
see him no more. So strongly was this pre- 
sage impressed \ipon her mind, tnat it was long 
before she could summon resolution to bid him 
farewcll ; and when she had done so, and even 
left the apartment, she returned to take of 
him a last look. As she was once more quit- 
tiog the room, her melancholy imagination re- 
presented Theodore at the place of execution, 
pale and convulsed in deatn ; she again turn- 
ed her liogering eyes upon him ; but fancy af- 
fected her sense, for she thought as she now 
gazed, that bis countenance changed and as- 
sumed a gbastl? hue. AU her resolution va- 
nished^ and such was the anguish of her heart, 
that she resolved to defer her journey tili tlie 
morröw, though she must by this means lose 
the protection of Louis, whose impatience to 
meet bis father would* not suiTer the delay. 
The triumph of passion, however, was tran- 
sient ; sootned by the indulg>ence she promised 
herseif, her grief subsided, reason resumcd its 



OF THE FOREST. 215 

influence ; she again saw the necessitf of her 
immediate departure, and re-collected suffi- 
cient resolution to Bubjnit. La Luc would 
haye accompaDied her for the purpose of ag^in 
soliciting the Kin^ in behalf of bis son, had 
not the extreme weakness and lassitude^o 
which he was reduced made travelling imprac- 
ticable. 

At length Adeline, with a heavy heart, quit- 
ted Theodore, notwitbstanding^ his entreaties 
tbai sEe would not undertake the journey in 
her jpresent weak sta^e, and was accompanied^ 
by Clara and La Luc to the inn. The rormer 
parted from her friend with many tears and 
much anxiety for her welßaire, but under a 
liope of soon meeting^ again. Should a pardon 
be granted to Theodore, La Luc designcd to 
fetch Adeline from Paris ; but should this be 
refused, she was to return with Peter. He 
bade her adieu with a fath«r's kindness, which 
she repaid with a filial atfection, and in her 
last words coniured him to attend to the reco- 
very of his health :• the languid smile he assum- 
ed seemed to express that her solicUude was 
vain, and that he thought his health past reco- 
very. — Thus Adeline qukted the triends so 
' jttsuy dear to her, and so lately found, for Paris, 
where she was a stranger^ alinost without pro- 
tection, and compelled to meet a father, who 
had pursued her with the utmost cruelty, in a 
public court of justice. Thecarriage in leav- 
ing Vaceau passed by the prison ; she threw 
an eager look towards it as she passed ; its 
heavy black walls, and narrow g^ted Windows , 
seemed to frown upon her hopes ; but Theo> 
dore was t\^ere, and leaning from the window/, 
she continued to g^e upon it tili an abrupt 
tuming in the street concealed it from her 
view. She then sunk back in thq carriage. 
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and yieUingf to tfae melancholy of her keart, 
wept in silence. Louis wu not dispoBed to 
intemipt it; his thou^ts were anxiously em- 
ploy«d od/ his father*8 Situation, and the trayel- 
len praceeded many miles without exchang*- 
i V ^ Word. 

At Paris, whither we shall now retum, the 
search after Jean d'Aunoy was prosecuted 
without success. The house on the heath^ de- 
scribed by du Bosse, was found uninhabited, 
and to tbe places of his'usual resort in the citj, 
where the officers of the police awaited him, 
he no ]ong«r came. It even appeared doubt- 
ful wbether he was li^ing, for he had abeented 
himself from the bouses of his customary ren- 
de^yous sonie time before tfae trial of Jjbl 
Motte ; it was therefore certain that his ab- 
sence was not occasioned by any thin|f wliich 
had passed in the courts. — In the sohtude p( 
his confinement the Marquis had leisure to re- 
flect on the past, and to repent of bis crimes ; 
but reflection and repentance formed as yet 
no part of his disposition. He tumed with im- 
patience from recollections which produced 
only pain, and looked forward to the future 
with an endeavour to avert the disi^Face and 
pnnishment which he saw impendin^. The 
eleg^ance of his maaners had so effectually veil- 
ed the depravity of his heart, that he was a fa- 
▼ourite with bis sorefeign ; and on this cir- 
cumstaoce be rested his mpe of security. He, 
however, seTerely repented that he had indulg- 
ed tbe hasty apirit of revenge which had urgeid 
him to prosecttte La Motte, and had thus nn- 
ezpectedly involved him in a Situation danfer- 
oaa if not fatal ; siace if Adeline could not be 
fonnd, be wcmÜ be condoded guilty of her 
death. Bat tbe appearance of l'Aunoy was 
the ciraanttanoeMnoildreided; andtoop- 
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pose (he potsilnlity of ^s, he eniployed Beeret 
emissäries to discover bis retreat, and to jbribe 
bim to'his ioterest. These were, howe^er, as 
uDsuccessful iD tfaeir researoh as tbe officers 
of the police, and the Marquis at length began 
to hope tbe man was reallj dead. 

La Motte meaowbile awaited with tremblini^ 
impatience tbe arrival of bisson, wben he 
shonld be relieved, in some degree, from bis 
UDcertaiaty cDncerning Adeline. On bis ap- 
pearance be rested bis only hope of life, since 
tbe evidence a^inst bim would lose mucb of 
its ralidity from tbe oonfirmation she would 
g'ive of the bad cbaracter of bis prosecutor; 
and if tbe Parliament eFen condemned La 
Motte, the clemency of tbe King migbtyet opc- 
rate in bis fayöur. 

Adeline arrived kt P^ris after a joumey of 
several days, during which she was chiefly 
supported by the delicate attentions of Louis» 
wbom she pitied and esteemed, thougb she 
could not lore. She was immediately visited 
at tbe hotel by Madame La Motte: tiie meet- 
ing was affecting on botb sides. A sense of 
lijer past conduct excited in the latter an em- 
barrassmeat which the delicacy and g^oodness 
of Adeline would williaely bare spared her; 
but the pardon solicited was giren with so 
muob sincerity, that Madame gradnally be- 
came composed and reassured. This foi^Te- 
ness, bowever, could not have been thos east* 
ly granted, bad Adeline belieired her foxmer 
conduct was roluntary; a conviction of the 
restraint and terror under which Madame bad 
actod, alone indueed her to e:K0Use tbe past. 
In ttiis first nueeting fhey forbore dweUixig on 
partic^l^r subjects. Madame La Motte pro« 
posed thtit Adelim» sboukl remove from (be 
botdl (]ol^r')od«9gs near the j^hnleiet» and 
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Adeliae, Ibr wbom a rvsideDoe at a public bo- 
M was rerj improper, gladly accepted the 
offer. 

Madame then gxve ber a circumstantial ac- 
couat of La Motte's Situation, and coocluded 
witb sayinr, that as tbe senteoce of her hus- 
band bad been suspended Uli some certainty 
could be obtained conceroing the criminal de- 
signs of the Marquis, and as Adeline could 
oonfirm the chief part of La Motte's testimony, 
it was probable, tnat now she was arrived, the 
court would proceed immediately. She now 
leamt the fall extent of her Obligation to La 
Motte; for she was tili now ignorant that 
when be sent her from the forest he saved her . 
from death. Her horror of the Marquis, 
whom she could not bear to consider as her la- 
ther, and her gratitude to her deliverer, re- 
doubled, and she became impatient lo ^ive the 
testimony so necessary to the hopes of her pre- 
senrer. Madame then satd, she believed it 
was not too late to gäin admittance that night 
to the Chatelet : and as she knew how anxious- 
ly her husband wished to see Adeline, she en- 
treated her consent to go thither. Adeline, 
thottgh much harassed and fatigued, complied. 
When Louis retumed from M- Nemours, his 
father's advocate, whom be had hastened to in- 
form of her arrival, they all «et out for the Cha- 
t^t. The Tiew of the prison, into which they 
were now admitted, so forciblv recalled to Ade« 
line^ mind the Situation of Theodore, that she 
with difficulty supported herseif to the apart* 
ment of La Motte. When he saw her, a gleam 
of joy passed over his countenance; butagain 
refapsmg into despondency, he looked mourD- 
fttlly at her, and then at Louis, and groaned 
deeply. Adeline, in whom all remembrance of 
his foimer cruelty was kwt in his subsequent 
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kindness, expressed her thaBkfnliiess for tfae 
life he had preserved, and her anxiety to save 
bim, m warm and repeated terms. But her gra- 
titude eVideaÜy distressed bim ; instead of re- 
concil&ig bim to himself, it seeroed to awaken a 
remembrance of the gfuilty desig'Ds he had oDce 
assisted, and to strike the pangs of conscience 
deeper in bis heart. Endeayouring to conceal 
bis emotions, he entered on the subject of bis 
present danger, and informed Adeline wbat 
testimony would be reqnired of her on the trial.. 
After above an bour's conversation with La 
Motte, she retnrned to the lodgings of Ma- 
dame, where, languid and ill, she withdreir to 
her Chamber, and tried to obliviate her anx- 
ieties in sleep. 

The pariiaraent which conducted the trial 
reassembled in a few days after the arriral of 
Adeline ; and the two remaining witnesses of 
the Marquis, on whom he now rested bis cause 
against La Mojtte, appeared. She was led 
trembling into the Court, where almost the 
first ol^ect that met her eyes was the Marquis 
de Montsdt, whom she now bebeld with an 
emotion entirely new to her, and which was 
strongly tinctured with horror. When Du 
Bosse saw her, he immediately swore to her 
identity ; bis testimony was confirmed by her 
manner ;' for on perceiving bim she grew pale, 
and a universal tremour seized her. Jean 
d'Aunoy could no where be found, and La 
Motte was tbus deprired of an evidence which» 
essenlially aiTected bis interest. Adeline, when 
called upon, gaye her little narrative with 
clearness and precision ; and Peter, who had 
conveyed her from the abbey, supported tbe 
testimony she offered. The eridence produö- 
ed was sufficient to criminate the Marquis of 
the intention of marder, in the minds of mos! 



290 tH£ ÜOMANCfi 

people priMent ; bat it wm not sufficieni to af- 
Mct tiie testimony of bis tvTo last tritnesaes, 
wbo positirely awore tatbe oomtnissioa of tbe 
robbery, and to the penon of La Motte, ob 
wbom seoteoce of death was aooordii^ly prQ' 
nouDced. On receiving^ tbis seateace (ne an- 
happy criminal fainted, and tbe compassion of 
the assembly, whose feelings hadbeen unusaal- 
ly interested in the decision, was expressed in 
a reneral groan. Tbeir attention was quieldy 
cuied to a new obiect^t was Jean d' Anaoy, 
wbo now entered the court. . Bat Ims evidence, 
if it could ever, indeed, have been tbe means 
of saving' La Motte, cajne too late. He was re- 
conducted to prison; bat Adeiine, wbo, ex- 
tremely shocked by bis sentence, was mach 
indisposed, received Orders to remain in the 
Coart during the examination of d'Aunoy. 
Tbis man bad been at leogtb found in tbe pri- 
son of a provincial town« wbere some of bis 
creditors bad thrown him, and from whicb even 
tbe money wbich tbe Marquis bad remitted to 
him for the parpose of satjsfyiog the craving* 
importanitiesof Du Bosse, had been insnfficient 
to release him. Meanwfaile the revenge of 
the latter had been roused against tbe Marquis 
by an imaginary ne^Iect, and the money which 
was desig^edtorelievehis necessitieswas spent 
by d^Aunoy in riotous luxury. He was con- 
fronted with Adeline and with Du Bosse, and 
oidered to confess all he knew concerning 
tbis mysterious affair, or to undergo ihe tor- 
tnre. D'Aunoy, wbo was ignorant bow far 
tbe suspicions ccmoeming tbe Marquis extend- 
ed, and wbo was conscious tbat bis own words 
night condemn bim, remained for some time 
obstiaately stlent; bat when the qtteation was 
administered, bis resolution gare way, and he 
confessed a crime of whicb be bad not even 
been suspected. 
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It ftppeaiied tbat« in the y«ar 1642, d'Auooy 
togjetaer with oiie Jacaoes Marti^y, and 
Francis Balliere, nad waylaid and seized Hen* 
t^ Marquis de Montalt, half4>rother to Phil- 
lipe; and after ba¥ing robbed bim, aod bound 
hia aervant to a tuee, according to tbe orders 
they had received^ tbey conveyed him to the 
Abbey of St. Clair, in the distant forest of 
Fontangrille. Here he was confined for aome 
time, tili farther directions were received from 
Phillipe de Montalt, tbe present Marquis, wbo 
was tben on bis estates in a nortbern province 
of France. These orders were for death, and 
the unfortunate Henry was assassinated iu bis 
Chamber in the tbird week of bis confineraent 
at the abbey« 

On hearing' this Adeline grew faint ; sbe re- 
membered tbe MS. sbe had found, together 
wttb the extraordinary circumstances tbat had 
attended the discovery*; e^ery nenre thrüled 
with borror, and raising^ her eyes, sbe saw tbe 
eouateoance of the Marquis orerspread with 
tbe lirid paleness of f^iU. Sbe endearoured, 
bowerer, to arrest herieetin|papirits wbile the 
man proceeded in his coolessioa. 

When tbe mnrder was perpetrated, d* Aunoy 
had retumed to his empioyer, who gare bim 
tbe. rewardagreed upon, and in a few months 
after delivered ioto bis hands tbe infant daugh- 
ter of the late Marquis, whom he conreyed to 
adistantpart of the kingdom, wbere aasuming 
tbe name of St. Pierre, be brought her up as 
bis own child, receiving from tbe present Mar- 
quis a oonsiderable annuity for bis secresy. 

Adeiine, no longer able to stniggle with tbe 
tumnh of emotions tbat now rusbed upon her 
heart, uttered a deep sigh, and fainted away. 
Sbe waS'Carried from tbe court, and when the 
confiision oecasiimed by this circumstance snb* 
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sided, Jean d'AiiBoy we&t on. H« related, 
tbftt OD the death of bis wife, Adeliiie was 
placed in a conrent, from wheace Bte was af- 
terwards removed to another, where the Mar- 
quis had destined her to receive the yows. 
That her determined rejection of them had oc- 
ca3ioned bim to resolye upoo her death, and 
that abe had aocordingly been removed to the 
bouse on the heath. D'Aunoy added, that by 
the JMLarquia*8 order he had misled Du Bosse 
with a false story of her birtb. Having- after 
some time discovered that bis comrades deceiv- 
ed bim conceming^ her death, d^Aunoy sepa- 
rated from them in enmity ; but they unani- 
mottslv determined to conceal her escape from 
the Marquis, that they might enjoy the reoom- 
pense of their sujftposed crime. Some months 
snbsequent to tbis period, bowever, d'Aanoy 
received a letter from the Marquis charging 
him with the truth anB promising bim a large 
reward if he would confess where he had plac- 
ed Adeline. In conseqüence of this letter he 
acknowledgped- that she had been given into the 
hands of a stranger : Irat wbo he was, or where 
he lived, was not known. 

Upon these depositions PhtUipe de Montalt 
was committed to take bis trial for the mnrder 
of Henry, bis brotber ; d' Aunoy was tbrown 
into a dungeon of the Cbatelet, and du Bosse 
was bound to appear as evidence. 

The feelings of the Marquis, wbo, in a prose- 
cution> stimukated by rerenge, had thus unex- 
pectedly exposed bis crimes totbe public eye, 
and betrayä himself to justice, can only be 
imagined. Thepassions which had tempted 
him to the commission of a crime so horrid as 
that of murder— and what, if poasible, faeight- 
ened its atrocity, the murder of one connect- 
ed with bim by tiie-tiesof blood, and by babits 
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6f eren infiatile auociaik«; tfae pftsaMw 
whicb bad stianilated him Xo somonkroiu a 
deed were ambitioii and the love of pleMOi«« 
The first was niore immediately graüfied by 
the title of bis brother ; tbe latterby the ricbes 
which woald enable bim to iudulge bia ¥oliip- 
tciouB ineliDatioDs. 

. The late Marqais de Montalt, tbe £Mber of 
Adeline, receiyed from bis aacestonr m patri- 
mony verv inademate to tvpport tbe apleiidoar 
of his rank ; bat he had mamed the heirawof 
an illostriooB &inily , wbose fortmie amoly tup- 
plied the deficiencyof bi« awn. He iiad the 
misfortane to lose her, fimr she was amiable and 
beautiful, toon after the birth of a dao^^ilery 
and it was theo that the preseul Marquis form- 
ed the diabolical desi^ of destioyingf bis bfo« 
ther. The contrast of their characters pre- 
vented that cordial regard between toem 
which their near relationship aeemed tode* 
mand. «> Henry was benevolent, mild, aod con« 
templative« In his heart rei^ed the love of 
Tirtue; in his manners the strictness of justice 
was tempered, not weakened, by raercy ; his 
mind was enlarged by science, aud aaomed 
by elegant literature* " The character of Phil- 
lipe has been already delineated in his actions ; 
ito nicer shades were blended with some shin- 
ing tints; bat these serred only to render 
more striking, by contrast, the general dark- 
ness of the portrait. 

He had married a lady, who, by the death of 
her brother, inberited considerable estates, of 
which tbe abbey of St. Clair, and the villa on 
the borders of the forest of Fontanffville, were 
tbe chieff His passion for magnincence and 
dissipation, howeyer, soon involred him in diffi- 
culties, and popted out to him the convenien« 
cy of possesäiDg bis brotber's wealtli.^ His bro- 
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tber and his infkiit * datigiiter only-' stobd be^ 
tvreen hitn sind hiä wishiss; h<^w'tie removed 
th6 flltber had been already related : wby he 
did notemploy the #ame metbs to secure the 
child, seemis somewhat sarprisin^, tinle&s we 
aidmit tbat a destiny hniig' over him on this oc- 
casion, and that she was suflfered to live as an 
instrament to pnnisb the itiurderer bf her pa- 
reöt •Wfeena* retrospect is taken of the vi- 
cissitfldes and dang'ei^ to wHich'«he bad been 
exposed frort her earliest infancy, ft appears 
as if her preserratioft was the efftet of aome« 
thin^ morc than htittian' pölicy', and affords a 
Ätrikinff instance that juHice, however long 
delafed, will oVertake the guilty, 

WhHe the late unhappy Mar(]Uis was suffer- 
jtfg' at the abbey, Hs brtJthei-, who, to avoid 
suspicion, reipained in the north of France, 
delayed the eiecutiön of his horrid pnrpose 
from a timidity natural to a mind not yet inur- 
ed to enotmoüs ffuiTt. Beforö he dared to der 
liver his 'final orders, he waited to know whe- 
ther the story he contrived to propag^te of his 
brother's death would veil his crime from sus- 
picion. It succeeded but too well ; for the 
servant, whose life had been spared, that he 
might relate a tale, naturally enongh conclod- 
that bis lord had been murdered by banditti ; 
and the peassnt, who a few hours after found 
the servant, bleeding- and bound to a tree, and 
knew also that this spot was infested by rob^ 
bers, as naturally believedhim, and spreadthe 
report accordingly. From this period tbe Mar- 
guis, to whom the abbey of St. Clalr beloi^ped 
in right of his wifc, visited it only twice, and 
that at distant ttmes, tili after an interna! ^f 
sereral rears he accidentallv fbntid La Motte 
ibs inhabitant. tie residea at Paris, and- on 
bis estate in the north, except Ui^ opce ^ year 
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he usually passed a moath at bis deligfatfol riUa 
on tbe borders of tbe forest. In Ihe btis y acenes 
of tbe Court, and in tbe dissipations of plea» 
sare, he tried tö lose tbe remembraooe of bis 
g^ilt; but tbere were times wben tbe Yoiceof 
conscience would be beard, tbough it was 
soon ag^n lost in tbe tumult of tbe workU 

1( was probable, that on tbe night of bis ab- 
rupt departure from tbe abbejr, Uie solitarv si- 
lence and ffloom of tbe bour, in a place whicb 
had been the scene of bis former crime, called 
up the remembranoe of bis brotber with a 
force too jpowerful for fiuocy, and awakeoed 
horrors wnich compelled bim to qnit tbe pol- 
luted spot. If it was so, it is howerer certain 
that the spectres of conscience vanished with 
tbe darkness ; for on the foUowing day he re- 
turned to the abbey, though it may be obserr- 
ed, he noFor attempted to pass anöther night 
tbere. Bat though terrur was roosed for a 
transient moment, neither pity or repentance 
succeeded, since, wben tbe discovery of Ade- 
line's birth excited apprehension for bis own 
life, be did not besitate to repeat the crime, 
and would again ha?e stained ms soul with hu- 
man blood. This discovery was effected by 
means of a seal, bearing the arms of Her roo- 
ther's family, whicb was impresBed on the note 
bis serrant nad found, and had deÜTered to bim 
at Canx. It may be remembered, that having 
read this note, he was throwing it from bim in 
the f ary of jealousy ; bat that, after examining 
it again, it was carefully deposited in bis poc- 
ket-book. The Tiolent agitation which a sus- 
picion of this terrible truth occasioned, depriy- 
ed bim for a while of all power to act. Wben 
he was well enough to write he dispatched a 
letter to d^Annoj, tbe pnrport of whioh bas 
been tlveady meotionea. Trom d'Aonoy be 
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receired the confirmaüon of hia fears. Know- 
ixkf Chat his Ufe must pay tbe forfeiture of bis 
cnme, should Adeline ever obtain a koowledge 
of her birth, and not daring- agata to coüfioe 
in tbe secresy of a man who had once decei^- 
ed bim, he resolred, after soune deliberatioo, 
on her death. He immediately set out for the 
abbey, and gave those directions conceming 
her whicb terror for his own safety, stüi more 
than a desire of retainingp her estates, sug- 
g'ested. 

As thehistory of the sealwhich revealed the 
birth of Adeline is rather remarkable, it may 
not be amiss to mention, that it was stolen from 
the Marquis togetber with a g(Ad watch, by 
Jean d'Aunoy i the watch was soon disposed 
of, but the seal had been kept as a pretty 
trinket by his wife, and at her deatb, went 
with Adeline amonf her clothes to the convent. 
Adeline had carefally preserved it, becanse it 
had once belonged to the woman wbom she be- 
lieved to have been her mother. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

^' While aoxtous dottbts dittract tbe tortured heart.*' 

Wb now return to the course of the narra- 
tive, and to Adeline, who was carried from the 
court to tbe lodging of Madame de la Motte. 
Madame was, however, at the Chatelet with 
lier husband, suffering all the distress which 
the sentence pronounced against bim might be 
supposed to inflict« The feeble frame of Ade- 
line, so long harassed by grief and fatigue, 
almost sunk under the a^^itation which thedis- 
covery of her birth excited. Her feeliogs on 
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this occasion were toocomplex to be analysed. 
From an orpfaan subsistin^ od the botxntj of 
others, without family, with few friends» and 
pursued by^ cruel and powerfal eneray, she 
saw hers^lf suddenlj transfonmed to the daug^h- 
ter of aD illustrioas house, and the heiress of 
immease wealth. But she learned also that 
her father had been murdered— murdered in 
the prime of his daya — murdered by means of 
his brother, against whom she must now ap- 
pear, and in punishing the destroyer of her pa- 
rent, doom her uncle to death. 

When she remembered the mannscript so 
singularly found, and considering that when 
she wept for the sufferings it descyribed, her 
tears had flowed for those of her father, heb 
emotion cannot easily be imagined. The eir- 
cumstances attending the discovery of these 
papers no longer appeared to be a work of 
Chance, bnt of a Power whose designs ^e 
great and just. " O my father!'* she would 
exclaim, " your last wish is fulfiUed — the pity- 
ing heart you wisßed might trace your sufier- 
ings shall avenge them." On the retum of 
Madame La Motte, Adeline endearoured, as 
iisual, to suppress her own emotions, that she 
might soothe the affliction of her friend. She 
related what had passed in the courts after the 
departure of La Motte, and thus excited, even 
in the sorrowful heart of Madame, a momen- 
tary gleam of satisfaction. Adeline deteimtn- 
ed to recoyer, if possible, the manuscript. On 
inquiry, she learned that La Motte, in the con- 
fiision of his departure, had left it among other 
things at the abbey. This circumstance mach 
distressed her, the mo]:e so, because she be- 
lieyed its appearance mii|4&t be of import^nce 
on the approaching trial; she detcrmined, 
howeyer, if she should receive her rights, to 
have the manuscript sought for. 
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Id the erenin^ Lonit joined Uus monrnfol 
{nrty : he came imroediatehr finom his father, 
.whoin he lelt more tranquil than he had been 
«Doe the &tal aeotence was proiMuoced. Af- 
ter asileDt and metancholy supi>er -t^y sepa- 
rated for the night, and Adeline, in thi solitude 
of her Chamber, had leisure to meditate on the 
discoTeries of this eventful day. The suffer- 
ings of her dead father, such as she had read 
them recorded by his oum hand^ pressed most 
forciblv to her thoaghts. The narrative had 
fbrmerly so much anected her heart, and inte- 
rested ner imagination, that her memory now 
faithfuilv reflected each particular circum- 
itance fh^^ disciosed. But when she consi- 
dered that she had been in the very Chamber 
where her parent hsd suffered, where evei) his 
lifo had been sacriüced, and that she had pro- 
bably seen the yery dagger, seen it stained 
with rust, the rust of blcK^ ! by which he had 
fallen, Öie anguish and horror of her mind de- 
ßed all control« 

On the foUowing day Adeline received Or- 
ders to prepare for the prosecution of the Mar- 
quis de Montalt, whicn »was to commence as 
soon as the requisite witnesses could be col- 
lected. Amoog these were the abbess of the 
conyent, who had receiVed her frmn the hands 
of d'Aunoy ; Madame La Motte, who was pre- 
sent when Du Bosse compelled her husband to 
receive Adeline ; and Peter, who had not only 
been witness to this circumstance, bat who 
had conyeyed her from the abbey, that she 
niii^t eacape the designs of the Marquis. La 
Motte, and Theodore La Luc, were mcapaci- 
tated-by the sentence of the law from appear- 
ingjp trial. 

wjien La Motte was informed of the disco* 
very of Adeline's birtb, and that her father had 
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bMtt nrardered at the abbey of St Clmir, he 
instaotly remembered, and mentioned to his 
wife, the skeletoD he found in the atone room 
leadinr to ths subterranean cella. Neither of 
them doabtRi, from the Situation in which it 
lay, hid kl a ehest in an obscnre room stron^Iy 
g^arded, that La Motte had seen the remains 
of the hixe Marquis. Madame, however, de- 
termined not tö shock Adeline with the men«^ 
tion of this circnmstance tili it shoald be ne- 
cessary to declare it on the trial. 

As ttie time of the trial drew near, the di8> 
tress and agitation of Adeline increased. 
Though justice demanded the life of the niur<« 
derer, and thoueh the tenderness aftd pitj 
which the idea oi a father called fovth, ui^ed 
her to arenge his death, she could not, witMUt 
borror, consider herseif as the instrument of 
dispensioi^ that justice which would deprive a 
felfofT-being of existence; and tbere were 
tiines wben she wisfaed the secret of her birth 
had neFer beeo rerealed. If this sensibility 
was, in her pecuUar circumstances, a weak- 
ness, it was at least an amiable one, and as 
such deserves to be tüeverenced. 

The acconnts she receiyed from Yaceau of 
the health of M. La Luc did not contribute 
to tranquillize her mind. The Symptoms de- 
scribed by Clara seemed to say that ne was in 
the last stagie of a consumption, and the griet 
of Theodore and herseif on this ocoasion was 
expressed in her letters with the lively elo- 
quence so natural to her. Adeline lored and 
rerered La Luc for his own worth, and for the 
parental tenderness he had showed her ; but 
he was still dearer to her as the father of Theo- 
dore, and her concern for his declininf^ State 
was aot inferior to that of his childreo. I^woa 
inoreased by the reflection that she had piobar« 
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bly been the roeans of shorteningf bis life, for 
she too weil knew the distress occesioned him 
by the Situation io which it had beeo her mis- 
fortuae to involre Theodore, had shattered bis 
frame to its present infirmitv. TB& same cause 
also withheld him from seekin^^ in the climate 
of Montpelier the relief he had formerly been 
taught to expect there. When she looked 
round on the condition of her friends, her beart 
was almost overwheloied with the prospect ; it 
seemed as if she was destined to inTolve all 
those most dear to her in calamity. As to La 
Motte, whatever where his vices, and what- 
ever the designs in which he had formerly en- 
gag^ed #gfain8t her, she forgot tbem all in the 
Service he had finally rendered her, and consi- 
dered it as mnch her duty, as she feit it to be 
her inclination, to intercede in his behalf. 
This, however, in her present Situation, she 
could not do with any hope of success ; but if 
the suit, upon whicn depended the establish- 
ment of her rank^ hßr fortune, and consequent- 
ly her influence, sbould be decided in her fa- 
vour, she determined to throw herseif at the 
kin^'s feet, and when she pleaded the cause 
of Theodore, ask the life of La Motte. 

A few days preceding that of the trial, Ade- 
line was injbrmed a stranger dcsired to speak 
with her, and on going to the room where he 
was, she found M. Vcrncuil. Her counte- 
nance expressed both surprise and satisfaction 
at this unexpected meeting, and she inquired, 
thongh with little expectation of an affirma- 
tive, if he had heard of M. La Luc. ^' I have 
seen him,'' said M . Verneuil ; ^^ I am just 
come from Vaceau. But I am sorry I cannot 
give you a better account of his bealth. He 
is ffreatly altered since I saw him before.''-« 
Aaaline could scarcely refrain from tears at 



OF THE FOREST. 231 

ihe recoUectioDs these words revi^ed of the 
calamities which had occasioned this lamented 
change. M. Venieuil delivered her a pack* 
et from Clara; as he presented it he said, 
*^ Besides thia introduction to your notice, I 
have a claim of a dififerent kind, which I am 
proud to assert, and which will perhaps justify 
the permission I ask of speakiiu^ upon yonr 
aüfl&irs." Adeline bowed, and M. Verneuil, 
with a countenance expressive of the roost 
tender solicitnde, added that he had heard of 
the late prooeedings of the parliament of Paris, 
and of the discoveries that so intimately con- 
cemed her. '' I know not," continued he, 
** wJhether I ought to congratulate or condole 
with you on this trying occasion. That I sin^ 
cerely sympathize in all that concems you I 
hope you will believe, and I cannot deny my- 
seu the pleasure of telling you that I am relat- 
ed, though distantly, to the late marchioness, 
your motfaer, for that she was your mother I 
cannot doubt." 

Adeline rose hastilj, and adf anced towards 
M . Vemeuil ; surprise and satisfaction reani- 
mated her features. <' Do 1 indeed see a re- 
lation?'' said she, in a sweet and tremulous 
voice, " and one whom I can welcome as a 
friend?" Tears trembled in her eyes; and 
she reoeived M. Vemeuirs embrace in silence. 
It was some time before her emotion would 
permit.her to speak. 

To Adeline, who from her earliest infiancy 
had been abandoned to strangers, a forlorn and 
helpless orphan ; who had never tili lately 
known a relation, and who then found one in 
the persoD of an inyeterate enemy, to her thi^ 
discorery was as ddightful as unexpected. 
But after stmggling for some time witb the 
raripas emotions that pressed upon her hedrt, 
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«h« begmd of M. Verneuil permistkMi to with 
draw tili sbe could recoTer composure. Hc 
frould bare taken leare, but sbe entreated buD 
not to |po. 

Tbe interest wbich M. Verneuil took in tiie 
concerns of La Luc, whicb iras strengtbened 
b^ bis iocreasing regard for Clara, bad drawn 
bim to Vaceau, wbere be was informed of tbe 
£unily and peculiar circumstances of Adeline» 
On receiWng this intelligfence be immediately 
set OQt for Paris to offer bis protection and as- 
sistance to bis newly discorered relation, and 
to aad, if pcwsible, tbe cause of Tbeodore. 

Adeline in a sbort time retumed, and could 
tben bear to converse on tbe subiect of ber 
family. M. Verneuil offered ber bis support 
and assistance, if tbey sbould be found neces« 
sary. •« But I trust," added be, «* to tbe just- 
ness of your cause, and bope it will not require 
any adventitious aid. To tbose who remember 
tbe late marcbioness, your features bringe suffi- 
cient eridence of your birth. As a proof that 
my judgment in tbis instance is not biassed by 
prejudice, tbe resemblance Struck me wben I 
was in Savoy, tbougb I knew tbe marcbioness 
only by ber portrait : and I believe I mention- 
ed to M. La Luc Üiat you often reminded me 
of a deceased relation. Tou may form soroe 
judgment of this yourself," added M. Ver- 
neuil, takingf a miniature from bis pocket. 
" This was your amiable mother." 

Adeline's countenance cbanged; sbe teceir-' 
ed tbe picture eagerly, g^azed on it for a long^ 
time in silence, and her eyes filled witb tears. 
It was not tbe resemblance sbe studied, but 
tbe countenance— -tbe mild and beautiful coun- 
tenance of ber parent, wbese blue eyes, füll ot 
tender sweetness, seemed bent upon her^s, 
while a soft smile played on ber Ups ; Adeline 
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onssed tbe ptcture to her'8 mnd ftgAin gased 
m filedt rererie. At leilgth, with a deep Bieli» 
ehe said, <' TbU varely wu my molher. Had 
sbe bfU lireäy O mj poor ftither ! yoa had beea 
spaied." Tbii reflectioa quite overcame her, 
and she borst ioto tears. M. Vemeuil did not 
intenrapt her ^ef, bot took her baod, and sat 
by her wi^oot speaking^^ tili she became more 
composed. Ag^aio kissin^ tbe pictnre, she held 
it oat to bim with a hesitatin^ look. *^ No/' 
Said be, ^* it is already with its troe owner." 
She tbanked him with a smile of inefiable 
Bweetness, and after some conversation od tbe 
sobject of the appn>achiaj| trial, on whicb oc- 
casKm she re<|aested M. Vemeoil woold sop- 
port her by hn presence, he witbdrew, having 
oegged leare to repeat his visit on tbe followinp 
day. • 

Adeline now opened her packet, and saw 
once more the well koown characters uf Theo« 
dore ; for a moment sbe feit as if in his pre« 
sence% and the conscious blosb overspread her 
cheeb; with a trembiing band she broke tbe 
seal, and read tbe tenderest assarances and so* 
licitudes of his love ; she often paosed, that sbe 
Tiigfht prolong the sweet emotions whicb tbese 
assurances awakened, bot while tears of ten* 
demess stood trembUng on her eyelids, the 
bitter recoUection of his Situation woold re« 
tum, and they feil in ang^ish on her bosooi. 
He cong^ratijated'her, and with peculiar deli« 
cacy, on.the prospects of life which were open- 
ing to her; said ererj thing that ni%ht tend 
to animate and support her, but aroided dwell- 
'jkg oa his own circttmstances, exoept by ex* 
;)re8sing his aeose of ihe seal and kindness e€ 
^n c:cHnmandiog officer, and adding, that ht 
jd not despair of finafly olitaining a pardon. 
. Thia hope» thoocli^t 4Mly exprened« «A 

Voi.« n. %t 
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^ritten eridently fbr the parpose of Qonsol- 
tn^ AdeHne, did not entirely fail of fbe desir- 
^ effeot tshe yielded to its enchanting^ ioilu- 
^Oce, and forgot for a while the niany subjects 
of care and anxiety whicb surroanded her. 
Theodore said litUe of his father*8 health ; what 
he did say was by no means so discourag^ng as 
Üieaccoants of Claraf wholess anxious tocon- 
deal a tnith Ibat most ^ye pain to Adeline, 
expressed, witiiout reseire, sdl her appreben- 
sioaaiid concern. 



CHARTER XXV. 



•^t'fieftvenbjust! 



Aad vhen tde aeasure of his crtm^ is fuU, 
WSU4Mre its red right arm, aud launeli ili lif^iags." 

inoton* 

Yre day of the trial'fto anxiottsly awaited, 

aüd dn whioh the fate of so many persons de- 

pended, at length arrived. Adeline^ accompa- 

ni^by M. Vemeuil and Madame La Motte, 

a]§peared as the prösecutor of the Marciuts de 

montalt ; and d'Aunoy, du Bosse, Louis de la 

Motte, and seireral otner persons, as witn]esses 

in 'her cause. The judges vrere some of the 

most disting^ished in Francs ; and the adro- 

•cM^ on böth sides me'n df eminent abilities. 

^On a trial of such importance, the coix'ft, as 

" n>ay be ima^ined, was. crowded with persons 

of diatinction, and the spectacle it presented 

ir&]3 ätrikingly soletnn, yet magnificent. 

iVhen she appeared befbre the tribunal, Ade- 
litte^s emotion siirpadsed all ihe arts of disg^uise, 
btt a<iding to the natura) digiutyof her air an 
eniifessidn of soft tfmidity, and to her down- 
om'^yes ^ gweet eoaniaiOB/lt feüä&f ed her 
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an Dbject still -niore interesting; and she at« 

tracted the universal. pity and admtration of 

the assembty. When she rentured to raise 

hier eyes, ahe perceived that the Marquis was 

not yet in the court, and while she waited his 

appearance in trembling'expectation, a confus- 

ed mutmurin^ arose inadistant part of the 

hall. Her spirits now almost forsook her; 

the certainty of seeing' itnmediately, and con* 

sciously, the murderer of her father, chiUed 

her with horror, and she was with diffi^lty 

presenred from fainting. A low sound now 

ran through the court, and an air of confiision* 

appeared, which was soon communicated to 

the tribunal itself. Sereral of the members 

arose, some left the hall, the whole place ex* 

hibiied a scene of disorder, and a report at 

length reached Adeline that the Marquis de 

Montait was dying. A considerable time elaps- 

ed in uncertamty; but the confusion conti- 

nued; ttie Marquis dtd not appear; and at 

Adeline^s request M. V. went in qüest of more 

positive infbrmation. 

He followed a crowd which was hurrying 
towards the Chatelet, and with some difficulty 
gfained admittance into the prison ; but the 
porter at the gate whom he had bribed fora 
passport, could give him no certain informa- 
tion on Üie subject of his inquiry, and not be- 
ingatliberty to quit his post, furnished M. 
Verneuil with only a yague direction to the 
Marquis^s apartment. 'The courts were silent 
and deserted, but as he advanced, a distant 
hum of Toices led him on, tili perceiving seve- 
ral persons running towards a staircase which 
appeared beyond the archway of a long pass- 
age, he (bllowed thither, and leamed äat the 
Marquis was certäinly dying. The staircase 
was filled with people; he endeavoured to 
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preu thnmgh Ihe crourd, and after moch strug* 
gl« hoA dimcultj, be reaohed the door of an 
antiroom whicb conimunicated with the apart* 
ment wbere Üie Marquis laj, and whence m- 
reral penont now iMued. Here he leamed 
tfaat the object of bis inquirjr was abeady dead. 
M. Veraeuil, bowever, pressed dirough the 
antiroom to the Chamber, wbere lay the Mar- 
quis on a bed surrounded by officers of the 
law, and two notaries, who appeared to bare 
beek takingf down depositions. His counte- 
nande was saffused with a black and deadly 
hne, and impressed with the horrors of death ; 
M. Vememl tumed awav, shocked by the 
spectacie, and on inquiry heard that the Mar- 
quis bad died by poison. It appeared that, 
conyinced he bäüd nothingf to hope from his 
trial, he bad taken this method of aroidinp an 
ignominious death. In the last hours of life, 
while tortured with the remembrance of his 
crime, he resolved to make all the atonement 
that remained for bim, and having swallowed 
the potion, he immediatelj sent for a confessor, 
to take a füll confession of his guilt, and two 
notaries, and tbus established AdeUne beyond 
dispute in the rights of her birth ; and also be- 
queathed her a considerable legacy. 

In consequence of these depositions she was 
80on after formally acknowledged as the dangh- 
ter and beiress of Henry, Marquis de Montalt, 
and the rieh estates of her father were restored 
to her. She immediatelv threw herseif at tbe 
feet of the king in behalf of Theodore and of 
La Motte. The character of the former, the 
cause in which he had risked bis life, and the 
occasion of the late Marquis's enmity towards 
bim, were circumstances so notorious, and so 
ibrcible, that it b more than probable tiie roo- 
narch vcrald bare granted bis parden U> a 
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pldader leaa irresistible than was Adeline de 
Montall. Theodore La Luc not onlj received 
an ample pardon,. but in consideratiou of his 
gallant conduct towards Adeline, he was loon 
after raised to apost of considerable rank in 
tbe army. For La Motte, who had been con- 
demned for the robbery on fall evidence^and 
who had been also chaiig^ed with the crime 
which had formerlv compelled bim to quit 
Paris, a pardon could not be obtained, but at 
Übe earnest supplication of Adeline, and in 
consideration of the seirice he had finally ren- 
dered her, his sentence was softened from 
death to banishment. This indulgence, how- 
erer, would have ayaüed him little, had not 
the ^oble generosity of Adeline silenced other 
prosecqtions that were preparing against him» 
and bestowed on him a sum more than suffi- 
ctent to Support his familj in a foreifn countr]^. 
This kindness operated so powerfuQy upon bis 
heart, which had been betrayed through weak* 
ness rather than natural depravity, and awa- 
kened so keen a remorse for the injuries he 
had once meditated against a benefactress so 
noble, that his former habits became odious to 
him, and his character gradually recovered the 
hue which it would probably always have wotu, 
had he never been exposed to the temptin|f 
dissipations of Paris. 

The passion which Louis had so long owned 
for Adeüne was raised almost to adoration hy 
her late conduct; but he now relinquished. 
even the faint hope which he had hitherto al* 
most unconsciously cherished, and, since the 
liie which was granted to Theodore rendered 
this sacrifice necessary, he could not repine« 
He resoked, howe¥er, to seek in absence the 
tranquillity he had lost, and to place his ftiture 
happinem on tfaat of two persons lo desenredly 
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dear to tum. On the e^e of hiB.dq)arture» La 
Motte and bis fajnily took a very afiectiDpleave 
of Adeline ; he left Paris for England, innere it 
was his desi^o to settle ; and Louis, who was 
eager to fly from her enchantmenta, set out on 
the same day for his regiment. Adeline remaia- 
edsome time at Paris to settle her affairs, where 
she was introduced by M. V ■ to the few and 
distant relations that remained of her family. 
Among tbese were the Count and Countess 
D ', and the Mod. Amand, who bad so 
mucb engaged her pity and esteem at Nice. 
The lady, wbose death he lamented, was of 
the family of deMontalt: and the resemblance 
which he had traced between her features and 
those o£ Adeline, her cousin, was sometbing' 
more than the efiect of fancy. The death of 
his eider brother had abruptly recalled bim 
from Italy ; hnt Adeline had the saüsfaction 
to obseffve that the heayy melancboly which 
formerly oppressed bim, nad yielded tö a sort 
of placid resignation, and that nis countenance 
was often. enlivened by a transient gleam of 
cheerfulness. 

^ The Count and Countess D , wbo were 
muoh istereßted by her ^eodness and beauty, 
invited her to make theu* hotel her residence 
whilesbe remained at Paris. 

Her first care was to ha^e the remains of 
ber pareat removed fnDm the abbey of 8t. 
Clair, anddepositedi&the vaultof hisancestors. 
D'Aumyjr was tried, coodemned, and hanged 
fyr the mafider* At the place of execmtion he 
bad described the spot where the reinaina of 
the Marqnis were coacealed, which wai»in the 
stone room^ already mentioned» belonging to 

tbe abbe^* M. V accompänied the offi- 

cera appoiiitod for ihe search, and atteaded the 
asbes of tbe Marquis to St. Maur, aa estate in 
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one of tbe iiort})eni province«. Theifß t)u^ 
were deposited with the solemn funi^ra} pqnii|> 
hecomixkg bis r&nk. Adeline attended as chief 
iDOHrner ; aod, this lastduty paid to tbe memo- 
ry of ber pareot, sbe became roore tranquil 
and res^ned. Tbe MS. tbat record^ liis 
sufferio^ bad been found at tbe abbey, and 
<leliverä to ber by M. Vemeuil, and «be pre- 
served it witb tbe piqus entbusiasm so sacred a 
relic deserved. 

Ob ber returo to Paris, Tb^odore La Luc, 
vr\ko was come from Montpelier^ - awaited her 
arriTtd. Tbe bappiness of i^is meetinff was 
clouded by tbe account be brougbt of hie fa* 
ther, wbose extreme danger bad alone with- 
held bim from bastening tbe moroent he obtaio* 
^ bis liberty^ to tbank Adeline fyr tbe hi^ she 
had preserted. She now received bim as. the 
friendto whomsbe was indebtedforher preserr- 
aüon, and as the lover who deserved, an^ 
possessedher tenderest affection. Tbe remeqfi- 
orance of the bircumstances uader which they 
h;ad last roet, and of tbeir mutiial anguish, rfso- 
dered more exquisite the bappiness of the pre- 
.sent moments, when, no longer oppressed by 
the horrid, prospect of ^^oimnious death aii4 
GndlX sepanitiop they looked forward oniy to the 
smilingdays that awaited thein, wh^i^hand iß 
hand th^y should trea^ the flowery sQ^es gf 
life. The contrast which memQry d^w of t^HS 
past with the present, frequently. dr^w ^ar»;Qf 
tendemess and |^ratitude to iki^ eyes, an^ tl^B 
Aweet smiie, which seemed s^ruggbng tp ^pel 
£rom the countenanceof Adeline thpse.geins <tf 
sQrrow, pefietrated the heart of Theodor, ^ßd 
brpught to bis repoUection a little song wUcn 
ia otb«p ctrcumstaociesl^e badiform^rte ^ujw to 
her. Ile todc up a lutc that lajr, q|i, tjha^ tmi 
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und touohiiu^ the dalcet chords, accom 
it witb the foUonring words : 

BONG. 

Tlw rote tbat wem with moning deW| 

And s^itttrs in the sanny ray, 
lo mi« and nnilet resemblea yoo, 

Wben Iura breaks sonnnr*s dood airqr. 

Tbe dewB tkat bend tbe blufhia; flower, 

Enr&ch the scent— renew the glow, 
80 love^t itrdfeft tean ezalt bii power, 

60 Min more brightlj ahioee by wo! 

^ Her affection for Theodore had indoced 
Adelioe to reject sereral suiton which her 
goodoess, beauty, and wealth, had already at- 
tracted, and who thong^h infiniteJy his superiprs 
in point of fortane, were many of them infe- 
rior to him in family, and all of them in merit- 

The yariouB and tumultnous emotions which 
tbe iate events had caUed forth in the bosom of 
Adeline, were now snbeided ; but the memory 
of her father still tinctured her mind with a 
melancholy that time only could subdue ; and 
sbe refused to Usten to the supplications of 
Theodore tili the period she had presoribed for 
her mourning sbould be expired. The neces- 
ttty of rejoiniog his reriment obliged him to 
leaTe Paris within the rortnight after his arri* 
Yal ; but he carried with him assuranee of re- 
ceiving her band soon aller she should lay 
a^e her sable habit, and departed therefore 
wiUi ti^rable composure. 

M. La Loe's very precarions State was a 
aouroe of incessant dis(;piietnde to Addine, and 

^he determined to accompany M. V , who 

was now the declared lorer or Clara, to Mont« 
pelier, whither La Luc had immediately gone 
00 fhe liberation of his ton. For this joumey 
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she was preparing when she rcceived from her 
friend a flattering account of bis amendment ; 
and, as some farther settlement of'her affiurs 
required her presence at Pam^ she defeni^ 
her deiüen, aÄd M.. V— ^~, departed adone. 
Whea liieodore^ aiSadrs aasumed a more fa- 
Tourable aspect, M. Vemeutl had writtea to 
La Luc, and communieated to him tbe secret 
of his heart respectiog Clara« La Luc, who 
admired and esteeraed M. V— -— > and who was 
not Ignorant of his family connexions, was 
pleased with the proposed alUance; Clara 
tfaougl»t ehe had never seen any person whom 
she was so much inclined to love ; and M. V-— , 
received an answer fayourable to his wishes, 
and which encouraged him to undertake the 
present jonmey to Slontpelier. The restora- 
lion of his happiness and the climate of Mont- 
peUer did all for the health of La Luc that his 
most anxioüs friends could wish, and he was at 
length so far recorered as to Tisit Adeline ^t 
her estate of St. Maur. Clara and M. V-r— *, 
accompanied him, and a ceasation of hostüities 
between France and Spain soon after permit- 
ted Theodore to join this happy party. 

When La Luc, thus restored to those msst 
4ear to him, looked back on the miseries he 
kad escaped, and forward to the blessings that 
awaited hkn, ^is heart dilated with emotions of 
exquisite joy and gratitude ; and his venerable 
eountenance, softened by an expression of 
«omplacent delifht, exhibited a perfect pie- 
t«re of htfjgy sfe. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

«•iwt CUM Jloy's ecHAl^ tri«): 
Thcy woald lurr« ümm^ wh« hMrd tlw Jtrato, 
TiMy MW Ib Tenpc^ wie litr miive BMid« 
Amlost tä« f«»t«l soottdln^ «hail«!, 
To sooM unwcarieU minstnel «lüciaff. 
WhUe, as bis fl^ing fineen kisMdtte stringt. 
Icwe fnoMd iMlh mlrU^a g«y fcmaacie roimd.'* 



A]>XLUi^,, in the spciet^r of Ariesjd« so belor* 
•d, lost the impresaioB of that melaocsboly 
which tbe fate of her pareot had occaBioned ; 
she recovered all her natural vivacity ; and 
«ben the tbrew off tbe mournii^ babit, whicb 
filial piety bad required her to assume, she 
gä^e h^r band to Theodore. The naptials, 
wbich were celebrated at St. Maur, were 
graced by tbe presence of the Count aod 

CounteBb V- y aod La Luc bad tbe supreiae 

felicity of conürming, ou the same day, tbe 
fla^ttering destinieA of botb bis cbildren. Wben 
tbe ceremoDy was over, he biessed and eai< 
braced them all witb tears of fatberly afieo- 
tioD. '' I tbank ihee, O God ! that I have 
bcen permitted to see tbis jbcfur;^' said he, 
«•whenßver it shall pleasei tbee to call a^ 
hfinQßy 1 sball depart in peaee.'* '* Long, r^ry 
Mag» may 70U be spared fo bless your chlj(> 
diren," i^ied Adelijae. Clara kissed her far 
tl^r's bandand w^pt- *' Long, very k»wr«'' ^kß 
repeated in a voice scarcely aü^ible. . I4L Lu^ 
smiled cheerfuUy, and tumed tbe'cönrersation 
to a subject less affecting. 

But tbe time now drev nigb wben La Luc 
thought it necessary to retnrn to the duties of 
bis parisb, from wbich he had so long been ab- 
sent Madame L« Luc too, wbo had attended 
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htm dariDfl^ the period of liid dangar- mtMAit- 
peKer, «na hence Teturncd to Saiv^(rr,*eomphiB« 
ed much of the aoKttide of her Im ; «nid Mi 
traft witfa her brother an additional meli?e finr 
bis speedy departore. Theodore and AdeUn«, 
whe coold not snpport the Cfaooj^t of a sep»- 
ratioa, endearouräd to pennade him to gite 
Vf his cdiateau, and to reside with tbem m 
France ; bat he was heid by manT ties to I«- 
loneourt. For many years he hau consätntod , 
the -eomfort and happiness of bis parishioners ; 
they rerered and lored him aa a &ther ; he re* 
garaed tbem with an-affection tittle short of 
fkirental. The attachment they discorered 
towards him on his departtire was not forgot* 
ten either ; it had jnade a deep impression ob 
bis mindy and he coirid not bear the thoaght of 
forsaking them now Öiat heaven had showered 
on him its abundaace. ** It is sweet to Ure for 
them,** Said he^ ** and I will also die amongtt 
them." A sentiment also of a more te&der na^ 
inre, (and let not the Stoic profane it with the 
Harne of weakness, or the man of the worid 
scom it as unnatural) a sentiment still more 
tender attracted hhn to Leloncourt : the re- 
mains of his wife reposed there. 

Since La Luc would not reside in France, 
Theodore and Adeline, to whom the splendid 
l^veties tbat coarted them at Paris were retj 
inferior temptations to the sweet domestio plea- 
sures and refined society which Leloncourt 
wonld aflbrd, determined tn aooompany La Luc 
and Mon. and Madame Veroeuii abroad. Adoi- 
iine arranged her affairs so as to render her le- 
sidence in Franoe minecesssry; and harinr 
' bidden an aifectionate adiea In the Count and 
Coantess D-^— -, and to M. Amand, who had 
Tecorenui a tolerable defpwe of tsheerfuiiiesa, 
fibe d«^arted wMli her frieatkftor Baroy. 



S44 THE ROMANCE 

Thejr tfftveilad leiiimly, mnd freqnenUy 
tsnMd out of their wkj to riew wfaftterer was 
«rartby of oboerratum. After m laog stod pl^* 
SMit joumey tbey came once more withia riew 
of the Swiu moantaiiiB, the aii^t of which fe* 
▼irod a tbousand ioteresting recoUections in 
llw miod of Adeline. She remestibered the 
cirettimtaiices and sensations under whicfa she 
had first leen them ; when aa orphan, fiyingr 
from penectttion to seek «heiter amonr stran- 
ffen, aad lost to the ooly persoa on earth whom 
äe loyed : she remembered thU, and Um con- 
traat of the preaeat moment strack with all ita 
foroe upon her heart. The countenaiice of 
Clara brirbtened into smiles of the most ani- 
mated deug^t, as she dreir near the beloTed 
scenes of her infattt pleasures ; and Theod<»« 
oftaa looked from the wbidows, and caug^t 
with ftttriotic enthusiasm the magnificent and 
chas^ini^ scenery which the recedin|^ moan- 
Uitns successively disclosed. 

It was eyemnf^ when they approached with- 
ia a few miles of Leloncourt, and the rrad 
winding round the foot of a stupendous crag^, 
presented them a fall view of the lake, and of 
the peaceful dwelling^ of La Luc. An excla- 
mation of joyfrom \Se whole party anaounced 
the discorery, and the g^lance of pleasure was 
reflected from erery eye. The sun^s last light 
gleamed upon the waters that reposed in 
*' crystal porit?^ below, mellowed eyery fea- 
tureof the landscape, and tooched with pur^ 
splendour the clouds that roUed aloiur the 
monntain tops. La Lac welcomed bis lamily 
to bis happy nome, and yent up a sUent thanks- 
IfiTinr that he was permitted thus to retam to 
lt. Adeline oontinned to gpaze upon each well- 
kaown objecto aad arain reflectm(|^ oa the ri« 
cisaitades of Wrief and joy, aad the Bnrpnäng 
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ohaii^ of fortiue wfaich ehe had experienced 
nncelast she saw them, ber heart dilat«d with 
g^titude and complacent deligiit. She loc4ced 
at Theodore, wbbm in -these very scenes she 
had lamented as lost to her ibr ever; who, 
when IbuDd a^iii^ was about to be tom from 
her by an ig^nominious death, but who now sat 
b y her side, ber secnre and happy hnsbuid, the 
jHide of bis lainily and herseif; and whiJe the 
«ensibüity of her heart flowed in tears from her 
eres, a smile of ineffable tendemess UAä bim 
all she feit. He gently pressed h^r band, and 
änswOred her with a look of lore. Peter, who 
now rode up to the carriage with a face füll of 
joy and importance, interrupted a course o£ 
seAtiment which was become almost too inte- 
resttng. '< Ah, my dear master !'* cried he, 
*' welcome home againl Here is the villa^» 
€rod bless it ! It is worth a miUion such jplacea 
as Paris. Thank St. Jacqnes, we are all come 
safe back !" 

This effusion of honest Peter's joy was re- 
ceived and answered with the kincbiess it de- 
serred. As they drew near the lakemusic 
sonnded orer the water, and they presently saw 
a hirge partjr of the viUagers assembled on the 
green spot that sloped to the very uiai^n of the 
wares, and dancing in all their boliday &iery. 
It was in the evening of a festiral. The eider 
peasaot sat under the shade of the trees that 
crowned this little eminence, eating milk and 
fruits, and watcbing their sons and daughters 
frisk it awav to the spn^htly notea of the tabor 
and pipe, which was joined by the softer tones 
of a mandoUn. 

The scene was higfaly interesting, and what 
added to its picturesque beautv was a g^ronp of 
cattle that stood, some on the brink, some half 
in the water, aad othen reposing ob the greea 
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Iwak» wfaile mrtr9l pleasant giris, dreaoed in 
theneat timplioity of their (^oontiy, w«re dis- 
peating: the miUnr fesiit Peter now itide oa 
nnt, aad a örowd soon collected aroand him, 
who leanuAg that their beloFed masterwasat 
band, went forth to meet and Welcome htm. 
Their warm and honest expressions of joy dif« 
fused an exquisite satisfaction over tfaie heart 
of the good La Luc, who met them with the 
kindness of a fS&ther, and who cpuld scarcelj 
forbear sheddinr tears to this testimony of their 
attachment. When the younger part of the 
peasants beard the news of his arriral, the ge* 
neral joy was such that, led by the tabor wad 
|>ipe, they danced before his carriaffe to the 
chateau, where they ag^ain welcomed hiin and 
liis family with the enUrening strains of music. 
. At Üie gate of the chateau they were receiv- 
ed by Madame La Lnc, add a happier party 
nerer met As the erening was ancommoniy 
mild and beautiful, supper was spread in the 
garden. When the repast was orer, Clara, 
whose heart was all glee, pro|K»ed a danc^ by 
moenlight. '* It will be delicions,^ said she ; 
** the moonbeams are already danoing on the 
waters. See what a stream of radiance they 
throw acroas the lake, and how they sparkle 
round that Uttle promontory on the left. The 
firesbness of the bour too invites to dancin?." 
They all agreed to the proposaL ^' Andlet 
the good people whe ha^e so heartiiy welcomed 
US home be oalled in too,*' said La Lnc ; ^ they 
sball all partake of our happiness. There is 
derotion in making <ythers nappy , and grati* 
tude ou^^ht to make us devout. Peter, briog 
more wme, and set some tables under the 
trees." Peter flew, and while ch<irB and ta- 
bles were placin^, Clara ran for her fovourite 
lute, the lote whieh h^A fimnacly afbided her 
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such ddigbtt ^Tod wliiob Adettn« had often 
touched with a melaDcholjr expresfka. Cla« 
ra's liffbt baod now ran over the cliordsy and 
dfew wrtb ionea of teoder sweetness, lier voice 
accompaaytng the failofna; 

AliU 

Newat nwMligVf Mny b«DP, 

When fkinüy gl«»ii» each d«wy «teem 
And nJe and mountaio, lake uxl DOW*r 

In folituy grandeur sicep ; 
WImo slowlf «nik» tbe evenfaig^brMte, 

That lull» tbe mind hl pentive carei 
And fancy lortier visions sees, 

Bid mu^c wak« the rilent alr. 
Bid tke narnr, nerry tabor Muodf 

And with the Cays of awn or ghide/ 
In tiippine cirdet beat the fiTound 

ünder tue bigh (rees trembllnp dmde. 
**liowat mooDllght'8 fairyhoor'' 

6haH music breatbe ber dulcet voice. 
And o*er the waTes with nn^ic pow'r ^ 

Call oa «cho tq rc^olee ! ^ 

Peter« who conld not move in a sober atep, 
had already apread refreshme^t ander tne^ 
trees, and in a short time the lawn was encir- 
cled with peasantry. The rnral pipe and tabor 
was placed, at Clara^s request, ander tbe sbade 
of ber beioved acacias on the margm of tbe 
lake ; the merry notes of music sonnded, Ade- 
line led off the dance, and the niountains an* 
swered only to the strains of mirth and meiody« 
The vetierable La Luc, as he sat among tnc 
eider peasants, sorreyed the scene ; bis cbil* 
dren and people thns assembled round bim in 
one grand compact of harmony and wy ; the 
frequent tear bedewed bis cbeek, and he seem* 
ed to taste tbe fulnats of an extemal delight 
So mncb was erery beart ronsed to gladness, 
that the morning &wn beffan to peep upön the 
BcM&of tbeir festirity, when erery cottager 
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retnraed to bis faome, bleasing the benevolence 
of La Lug. 

After passiog Mxne weeks with La Lac, M. 
Verneuif bought a chateau in the rUlage of 
LeloDcourt, and, as it was the ooly one not al* 
ready occupied, Theodore lookedout for are- 
sidence in the neighbourhood. At the distance 
of a few leag^es, on the beautiful banks of the 
lake of Geneya, where the waters retire into 
a small bay, he purchased a villa. The cha- 
teau was characterised by au air of simplicity 
and taste, rather than of magnificence, which 
however was the chief trait in the surrouoding 
scene. The chateau was almost encircled 
with woods, which, formin^ a grand amphithea- 
tre, swept down to the i^ater's edge, and 
aboundea with wild and romantic walka. Here 
nature was suflfered to sport in all her beautiful 
luxuriance, except where, here and there, the 
hands of art formed the foliage to admit a riew 
of the blue waters of the lake, with the white 
aajl that glided by, or of the distant nioun- 
tains. In front of the chateau the woods open- 
ed to a lawn, and the eye was suffered to wan- 
der over the lake, whose bosoro preseoted an 
erer-moFing picture, while its varied mäigin, 
sprinkled with villas, woods, and towns, and 
crowned beyond with the snowy and sublime 
Alps, risin^ point behind point in awful confn* 
sion, exhibited a scenery of almost unequadled 
Bagnificenoe. 

Here coatemnin^ the splendour of fidse hap- 

SinesB, and possessing the pure and rational 
elights of a lore refined into the most tender 
friendship, surrounded by the frirauds so dear 
tothem, andf isitedby aselect uid ealigfateaed 
•ooietT--here, in tlie very bosom of leUcity» 
Bred Theodore and Adeline La Luc. 
Tbc passion of Loois d« la Motte jidMi^t 
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lengt^h to Uie powers of absence and necesiity. 
He still loyea > Adeline, but it was with the 
placid tendenieBs of friendship, and wfaen, at 
the eamest ioTitation of Theodore, he risited 
the yilla, he beheld their happiness with a sa« 
tisfaction unalloyed by anj emotioDs of enry* 
He afterwaids married a ladj of soine fortnne 
at Geneva, and resigpung bis commtsuon in the 
French service, settied on the borden of the 
lake, and increased the aocial delighta of Theo* 
dore an4 Adeline. 

Their fonner Urea aiforded an example of 
trtals well endured — and their present, of vir« 
tues greatly rewarded ; and thia reward they 
continued to desenre— for not to themselves 
was their happinesa contracted, butdiffnsed to 
all who came within the sphere of their infltt- 
ence. The indigent and Qnha4>py rejoiced in 
Üieir beneTolence, the virtaoua and enli^ten* 
ed in their friendship, and their children in pa* 
rents whose ezample impreaaed up<m their 
hearta the precepts oifered to their nnderatand 
ings. 
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Froni the papen of the late Aitbur Aostin. 



Thc coffia was Let down to the bottom of the 
grare, the planks were rcmoved fVom the heap» 
ed-up briuk, the first rattling clods had Struck 
i^eir knell, the quick shoveUing was over, and 
the long, broad, skilüilly cut pieces of turf 
were aptly joined together, and trimly laid by 
the beating spade, so that the newest mound 
in the chürchyard was scarcely distinguisbable 
from those that were |p*own over by me undis- 
turbed grass and dai^ies of a hixuriant spring. 
The burial was soon over ; and the party, with 
one consenting motion,'having uncovered tbeir 
heads in decent reverence of the place and 
occasion, were beginning to separate, and 
about to leave the chürchyard. Here some 
acqusiintances, from distant parts of the parish^ 
who bkd not had opportunity of addressing 
eäuch other in the house that had belonged to 
the deceased, nor in the course of the few 
hundred yards that the little procession had to 
move over from bis bed to bis grave, were 
shaking hands quietly but cheerfully, and in- 
quiringafter the welfare of each other's fami* 
iieeu There a small kntft of neighbours were 
speaking, without exaggeration, of the respect- 
able oharacter which the deceased had bome« 
and mentioning to one^ another little incidents 
of bis life, some of ibem so remote as to be 
known only to the grayheaded persons of the 



263 THE HEADST0I9E. 

rroup» Whüe a few janls fartber^iemored 
irom the «pot, were atandini^ to^tber paities 
who discu88ed ordinarj coDcems, altogether 
tincoonected with the faDeral, such m the stata 
of the markets, the promise of the season, or 
ohaD|^ of tenants , out still with a sobrietr of 
mannerandroice, that was insensiblj prodTuc- 
ed by the influence of the simple ceremonj 
Qow closed, bv the ^uiet g^yes around, and 
the shadow or the spire and gfay walls of the 
house of God. 

Two men yet stood together at the head of 
the g^rare, with countenances of sincere but 
ttnimpassioned grief. They were brothers, the 
ODly sons of bim wbo had been buried. And 
there was something^ in their Situation that na- 
turally kept the eyes of many directed upon 
them, for a long time, and more intently, than 
would have been the case, had there b^n no- 
thing^ more observabie about them than the 
common Symptoms of a common sorrow. But 
these two brothers, who were now standing at 
the head of their falberes grave, had for some 
years been totally estran^ed from each other, 
and the only words that had passed between 
them, during^ all that time, had been uttered 
within a few days past, durine the necessary 
preparations for the old man's funeral. 

No deep and deadl]^ quarrel was between 
these brothers, and neither of them could dis« 
tinctly teil the cause of this unnatural estrange- 
ment. Perhaps dim jealousies of their father's 
favour— selfish thoughts that will sometimes 
force themselFCs into poor men^s hearts, re* 
specting temporal expectations — ^unaccommo- 
dating manners on both sides — tauntin^f words 
that mean little when uttered,. but which ran- 
kte and fester in rememhrance— imagined Op- 
position of interests, that, duly considerM, 
woold bare been fottnd ooe asd the sane^i» 
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tbese« and imuiy otber castea» sliglit when tin- 
^e bat itroug when risior up together io one 
- baneffd band, had gradaaUy bat fatally infect- 
•d their hearts, tili at last they who in youth 
bad been seldom separate, and truly attacbed» 
DOW aet at market» and, miserable to say, at 
churcb, witb dark and a?erted ÜMses, like dif- 
ferent clansmen durio^ a feud. 

Surely if any thing could have softened their 
hearts towards each other, it must have bee%to 
stand silently, side by side, while the earth« 
Btones, and dods» were falling down upon their 
father*» coffin. And doabtiess their hearts 
were bo softened. Bat pride, thoogh it cannot 
prevent the holy affections of natare from be* 
vag feit, may prevent them from beiog shown ; 
aiä these two brothers stood there together, 
determiaed not to let each other know the mu- 
tusd tendemess that, in spite of them, was 
gushiog up in their hearts, and teachiog them 
the unconfessed folly and wickedness uf their 
canseless quarrel. 

A Headstone had beeq prepared, and a 
person came forward to plant it. The eider 
brother diiiected him how to place it — ^a piain 
stone, with a sand-giass, skull, and cross-bones» 
chiseUed not rudely, aod a few words inscrib* 
ed. The younger brother regarded the ope* 
ration with a troubled eye, and said, loudly 
enough to be heard by severai of the bystand* 
ers. " William, this was not kind in youi—- 
you should have told me of this. I lored my 
father as well as you could lore him. Yon 
were the eider, and, it may be, the farourite 
son ; but I had a nght in nature to bave join- 
ed you in ordering this Headstone, had I not ?" 
During these words, the stone was siaking 
into the earth, and many persons who were oa 
their way from the gprare retumed. For a 
while the eider brother said nothing, for he had 
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a coQscioufiness m b» beart tbat be ougbt ia 
bare coi»ulted bis fether'd son in desigfning^ 
tbis last becoming mark of afieotioa and re* 
spect to hu memory, so the stone was planted 
in silence, and now stood erect, decently aad 
simpiy amoni^ tbe other unostentatious memo- 
rials of the hnmble dead. 

The inscriptioD merely g^are the name aad 
age of the deceased, and told tbat the stone 
haA t>een erected ** by bis affectionate sons.^ 
The sight of these words seemed to soften the 
displeasttre of the angry man, and he said, 
somewbat more mildly, '< Yes, we were bis af- 
fectionate sons, and since my name is on the 
stone, I am satisfied, brother. We bave not 
drawn togetber kindly of late years, and per- 
baps never may ; but I acknowledge and re- 
spect your worth ; and here, before our owb 
frtends, and before the friends of our fatber, 
with my foot above bis head, I express my wül- 
ingness to be on better and other terms whh 
you, and if we cannot command love in onr 
hearts, let us, at least, brother, bar ont all un- 
kindness.'* 

The minister, wbo bad attended the fnneral, 
and badsomethine intrusted to bim tosay pub- 
licly before he left Üie churobyard, now came 
forward, and asked tbe eider orotber, why be 
spake not regarding tbis matter. He saw tbat 
there was something of a cold and sullen pride 
rising up in bis heart, for not easily may any 
man hope to dismiss from the Chamber of bis 
heart eyen the yilest guest, if ooce cberished 
there. With a solemn and «Imost seyere air, 
be looked upon the relenting man, and then, 
cbangibg bis conntenance into serenity, said 
gently, 

Behoki hom good anhing it is, 

And liow beeoming weit, 
Tosreiher such as bretliren are 



THK HEADSTONE. 255 

Tfae time, tbe i»laee,'ftiid this beautiful ex- 
prOfBion of a datnüal flentiineiit, ouite over- 

' " came a heart, in wrhich raany kind, ir not warm, 

> aäMSÜons dw6lt ^ and the niaii thus appealed to 
(Mwred down hisi liead and wept. <' Gire me 
yoiir band, brother i^ and it wa» grillen, while a 
murmur of satisfaction arose ffom all preseot, 
and all bearts feit kindlieir and more bumanely 
towards eacb oiber. 

As the brothers stood feivently, bat oompos« 
edlv, g^raspin? eacb other's bands, in the little 
hollow that laj between tiie gnre of their 
mdiher, long- since dead, and of their father, 
wnofi(i shrottd was haply not yet still frora tbe 
fall of dast to dnst, the minister ttood beside 
tfaem witb a pleasant countenance, and said, 
'* I' must fulfil tbe promise I made to your fa*- 
ther on bis deatb-oed. I must read to you a 

' few words whicb bis band wiS:>te at an bour 
wben bis ton^ue denied its office. I must not 
say that you did yoür duty to your old father ; 

. for did he not onen beseech von, apart from 
one another, to be reconoiled, ibi* yourown 
sakes as Christians, for bis sake, and for the 
sake of the motber who bare vou, and Stephen, 
who died that you might be born? Wben the 
palsy Struck bim for tHe last time, you werc 
both absent, nor was it your fault that you 
were not beside the old man wben he died. 
As long as sense continued witb bim here, did 
he think of you two, and of you two alone. 
Tears were in bis eyes ; 1 saw them there, and 
on bis cheek too, when no ^reath came from 
his Ups. But of this no more. He died with 
this paper in his band ; and he made me know 

, that 1 was to read it to you over his grave. I 
now obey bim. 

'* My sons, if you will let my bones lie quiet 
in tbe grave, near the dust of your motber, 

1 depart not from my burial, tili, ia the name of 
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G«d and Chmlf yoii pramiat to l»Fe .one ano- 
tber ai jrott med to do. Dear boji, receiTe 
my blessing. 

Some tttraed thmr heads «way to hida tlie 
lean that needed not to be liiddeii,--aiid wbcm 
the brotben bad released eacb other from a 
long and sobb^ng' embraoe, rnany weut up to 
tbeoii aad, in a nngie vord or tiro» expressed 
tbeir joy at this perfect reconoilement. The 
brotben themselFes walked away from the 
cburcbyard, ann in arm with the Minister to 
tbe Manse; on the following Sabbath, they 
were seen sittioi^ with tbeir fiunilies in the same 
pew, and it was obsenred, that thejr readfo^- 
ther off the same Bible wfaen the minister ga^e 
out the text, and that thev sang together, tak- 
ing hold of the same psajm*b<x>k. Tbe same 
psalm was sung, (given ont at their own re- 
quest)) of which one verse had been repeated 
at their father's gvwe; a larger sum than 
osual was on that Sabbath found in the plate 
for the poor, for Loto and Charity are sisters. 
And erer after, both during the peace and 
the troubles of this lifo, the hearts of the bro- 
thers were as one» and in nothing were they di- 
rided. 
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